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RURAL CHRISTIAN; : 
| OR, THE | 
PLEASURES or RELIGION. 
AN ALLEGORICAL POEM: 

* n BOOKS. 


1. To which are added, . 


SYLVAN LETTERS; 
OR, THE 


BENEFITS or RETIREMENT, 
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BY A YOUNG GENTLEMAN. e 
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Scriptorum chorus omnis amat nemus, et fugit arbes.” . 


Hier. os ü. 


„„ Oö TTT court 
Th' inſpiring breeze, and meditate the book 
Of Nature ever open; aiming thence, 


Warm from the heart, to learn the moral ſong. 
Thom ſon s Autumn, 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


WILLIAM 


Ly 


EARL OF DARTMOUTH, 
UNIVERSALLY ESTEEMED | 
FOR HIS STEADY ADHERENCE To, | 
AS WELL AS CONSTANT PATRONAGE 
AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF 
THE CAUSE AND INTEREST 
OF VIRTUE AND RELIGION, 
THE FOLLOWING POEM AND LETTERS 
ARE WITH ALL DUE SUBMISSION 
MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED |} 

5 4 


THE AUTHOR. 


PREFACE. 


AVID, the ſweet ſinger of Iſrael, 

introduces the country in ſeveral of 
his Pſalms, not only as the ſubject but the 
place of his meditations, as in the 23d 
pialm and 2d verſe; «© He maketh me to 
« he down in green paſtures, he leadeth 
© me beſide the ſtill waters.” Rural ſcenes 
are the choſen retreats of the poet, the 
filent abodes of health, and quiet dwellings 
of meditation, where variety pleaſes the eye, 
retirement calms the ſoul, and ſolitude in- 
vites reflection *®, Whilſt the noiſy town is 
ſwallowed up in purſuits after riches, here 
true felicity and undiſturbed tranquillity are 
enjoyed, far from the hurry of buſineſs, the 
toils of induſtry, and anxieties of gain. 


Nor that diligence is incompatible with 
religion, or aſſiduity an hindrance to devo- 
tion: no, the Almighty has placed us in 
, f different 


1 


* — „ 


»» To a mind intent upon its own improvement, 
ſolitude has charms, incomparably more engaging than 
the entertainments preſented in the theatre, or the 
honours conferred in the drawing- room. 

| Herwzy's Meditations, Vol. II. 


PREFACE ü 


different ſtations, the filling up of which, to 
the beſt of our abilities, is part of that duty 


we owe to God, ourſelves, and the com- 
UOTE. 


Tnar a man may be in the world and 
not of it, is an undoubted truth; and that 
the greater and more numerous the allure- 
ments to ſin are, the greater is the conqueſt, 
and more glorious the victory, cannot be 
denied. To be unmoved in the midft of 
temptations, untainted in circles of pleaſure, 
and unreproachable in an age of licentiouſ- 
neſs, are the marks of true virtue and 
ſobriety; whilſt a ſtrict adherence to the 
precepts of morality, and obſervance of 
the law of God, are indubitable proofs of 


genuine godlineſs, and indicate the real 
* 


Ver, it will be allowed 1 all, that the 3 
calmneſs and ſerenity of the verdant fields, 
the beauty and harmony of the Creator's 
works, are beſt: ſeen, and better con- 
templated, in the ſylvan retirements of 
rural ſolitude, and more ſuited to the temper 
of a reflecting mind. If Providence then, 
has given opportunities to enjoy them, 
without endangering the future welfare of 
a family, or the emolument of a rifing 
offspring, wherein it can be tiled 9 

an 
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and faulty, muſt be referred to the nice re- 
ſearchers into the ſecrets of the human mind, 


Taar Iſaac went into the fields to medi- 
tate, the Scriptures inform us“; and that ; 
others may do the ſame, without injuring 
themſelves in particular or ſociety in gene- 
ral, muſt be admitted, 

Tur following poem, however it may 
have failed in the execution, is laudable in 
its deſign, being intended as a companion 
to the Chriſtian in his walks in the country, 
to lead his thoughts from the different ob- 
jects preſented to his view, to the omni- 
potent Creator of all things, and enable 
him to improve every ſcene he paſſes by to 
his own everlaſting benefit and advanta 
On this account, the Author humbly ho 
(however he may be laught at and deſpiſed 
by the unthinking and irreligious many +) 
to gain the approbation of the wiſe, religi- 
ous, and diſcerning few; to whom he would 
ever defire to approve himſelf the Real, as 
well as 
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* Geneſis xxiv. 64. 


+ He that ſtrives univerſal affection to gain, 
Shows a world of good- nature, but labours i in vain. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HOUGH the following Work is prin- 
cipally calculated for the country, it is 

not in the leaſt improper to be read by perſons 
reſiding in the metropolis; who, by their ſeveral 
wealth-procuring avocations, may be neceſſarily 
detained in town, on the prudent and laudable 
deſigns of maintaining their reſpective families, 
or providing for their future accommodation and 
ſubſiſtence ; however, they may not have an 
opportunity of paſſing the ſame objects, or view-- 
ing the ſcenes on which the reflections in the 
enſuing poem are made ; yet, let them properly 
weigh, and carefully obſerye, the important ad- 
monitions it contains, and endeavour in like 
manner to ſpiritualize thoſe different employments 
they are engaged in, as much as poſſible, as well 
as thoſe, various accidents and occurrences they 
muſt daily hear, read, or meet with, in ſo popu- 
lous a city; and the Author doubts not, but they 
will find more real comfort, pleaſure, and ſatis- 
faction, in their own minds, from ſuch a prac- 
tice, than the world can give or take away; or 
the 


vii ADVERTISEMENT. 


the worldling can poſſibly enjoy, when his corn, 
his wine, and his oil increſ mme. 
 SoME perſons, who are well-wiſhers to the 
intereſt of religion, have occaſioned it to be ridi- 
culed, and made themſelves laught at, by indiſ- 
creetly introducing ſpiritual ſimilies and reflecti- 
ons, in a mixt company, met together, it may be, 
for ſecular or convivial purpoſes : this, the Author 
would by no means be thought to recommend, 
as he eſteemg it making too light with ſacred 
things, and the means, in all probability, f 
throwing pearls before ſwine, according to the 

language of Scripture; but adviſes ſuch, Who 


are of ſo ſpiritual a turn of mind, to have due : : ; 


regard to the time, place, and company. To 


be in a praying or ſpiritualizing frame at al! 
times, is one happy mark of a truly ſerious 


mind; but let not the Chriſtian think it any 
part of his duty, from hence to act the enthuſiaſt; 

for though the goſpel teaches us to be all . 
to all men, yet, at the ſame time it ſays, 0 
all things with decency and in order. F 1 Cor. 


xiv. 40. 


— ad 8 PI a Calle... at. 
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We are not to omit any opportunity of doing 
good, either by words or actions, in every company; 
but let us remember we are to think twice, before we 
ſpeak once. 7 

T H E 


THE, 
RURAL CHRISTIAN ; 


OR, THE. 


PLE ASU RES or RELIGION, 


BOOK Taz FIRST, 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of 30% 
Almighty, thine this univerſal frame 
Thus wondrous fair: thyſelf how wondrous then 


Tm 


THE ARGUMENT. 


HE ſubjeft propoſed; an addreſs to the Al- 

mighty for his gracious aſſiſtance in the work 
a ſummer's morning deſcribed; a walk in the fields; 
all the creation called on to praiſe the Lord. The 
tranſient dew reſembles fading beauty; the azure 
beavens an emblem of a ſpotleſs mind; direftions 
for youth at their firſt entrance into life ; the ſun 
ſhining an emblem of the effefts faith produces in | 
believers." Bees, (Nature's chemiſts) obſervations ® 
on them : the ſun an emblem of Jeſus Chriſt; the | 
effects he produces in the moral world; a florm of 
thunder and lightning . deſcribed ; running under 
trees for ſhelter compared to a ſinner's truſting in 
his own works,. or the law, for ſalvation. A call 
upon atheiſts to own the Lord; the fields repreſent 
poor ſinners under ſenſe of fin; the ſhortneſs of 
life ; the florm . the author's prayer for 
his readers, 22 
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RURAL CHRISTIAN: 


L OR, THE 

| PLEASURESor RELIGION. 
e BOOK THE FIRST. 

2 

ns HILST on Summer clothes the 
15 diſtant fields | 

N A With ev'ry beauty that the country yields, 

be | Near the ſoft murmurs of ſome purling ſtream 
of ; Let rural pleaſures be my a 918 

25 | 

in | ETERNAL Gop, whoſe all-prolifi pow” E. 
all 1s plainly ſeen in every op'ning flower; 
ent B 2 Whoſe 
))üwk &́ᷣ 
for No me be Nature's volume broad diſplay'd ;_ 


And to peruſe its all- inſtructive page, 
Or haply catching inſpiration thence 
Some eaſy paſſage, raptur'd to tranſlate, 
My ſole delight; as thro? the falling glooms, 
Penfive I tray, or with the riſing dawn, 
On Fancy's eagle wing excurſive ſoar. 
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Whoſe wiſdom ſhines in Nature's ample page; 


My mind enlighten, : and my thoughts engage. 


Thou great Creator, and the Guide of men, 
Vouchſafe in mercy to direct my pen, 10 
Open my mouth, and aid me to declare : 
How great thy works, how manifold they are, 
* hy ways how good. AMR me, Grace divine, 


Then ſhall thy praiſe reſound from line to line, 


THe ſmiling morn, with ftreaks of roſy light, 


Has chas'd away the gloomy ſhades of night; 16 


The bluſhing eaſt a crimſon radiance yields, 
And dewy fpangles deek the verdant fields.“ 
The tuneful birds ſalute the op'ning day, 

And ſtretch their warbling throats on ev'ry ff pray. 


The riſing ſun begins to warm the air, + 21 


And 8 haſten to their fleecy care: 


The 


F Now Morn her roſy ſteps in th eaſtern clime 


Advanciag, ſow'd the earth with oriental pearl. 
Par. Loft, b. 5th. 


+ All Nature laughs, the Groves are freſh and fair, 
The Sun's mild N warms the vital air. By 


Pope's Paſtorals. 


1 »- 4 BIG 3 ſhepherd leaves 


His oy cottage, where with peace he dwells. 
en, T homſon's Spring. 
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133 


The fog diſperſes at th* approach of morn, 


And gentle breezes fan the waving corn; 

The buſy bee to ev*ry bloſſom flies, 25 

Whilſt yellow treaſure loads its little thighs ; 

Induſtr'ous ants tread nimbly o'er the ground, 

The verdant plains with lowing herds reſound, 

And bount'ous heav'n makes all things ſmile 
around, 


Now let me walk where roving Fancy leads, 
In bleating paſtures or ſequeſter'd meads, * ; 31 
On riſing hills or paſs the ſilent vale, Ws 
For meditation ſuits the peaceful dale. 

Here, with an inward pleaſure, may I trace 
The wond'rous footſteps of almighty Grace, 35 
Who, at the firſt, primeval ſilence broke, 
And worlds unnumber'd into being ſpoke, _ 
Whoſe wiſdom form'd the great amazing plan, \ 
And, by his pow'rful word, created Man, + 

| | B 3 „ 1 


2 
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«. Nom from the town, : 
Buried in ſmoke, and ſleep, and noiſome damps, 
Oft let me wander o'er the dewy fields, : 
Where freſhneſs breathes, 


7 Geneſis 1 26. 


Fhomfor's Spring. 


Ca) 


Tis he alone, who rules the chequer'd year, 40 
Calls forth the ſeaſons, and they all appear; 


Theſe, as they change, are but the vari'd God,“ 


They come and go at his almighty Nod. 
Let all creation praiſe its Maker's name ; 


Yerural ſcenes his handy warks proclaim. + 45 


 BLEss thou the Lord, my ſoul, his praiſes ſing, 
And grateful off rings to his temple bring; 
Who haſt preſerv'd thee to the preſent day, 


And as a watchful ſhepherd guides thy way ; 

At night tedbicld thee from the foe's alarms, 50 
Lays underneath thee everlaſting arms. 

»Tis he alone my riſing thoughts employs 


On heav'nly ſubjects and celeſtial joys: 

In ſultry noon, reclin'd in yonder grove, 

The banner he ſpreads over me is love: 55 
In every field his goodneſs I ſurvey, 


And trace his footſteps 1 in the new-born day. 
As 


— —_—_— 
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2 Theſe as they change, almighty Father, theſe 


Are but the varied God. 
0 i ö Thomſon 4 Hymn, . 6 


+ Soft roll your incenſe, herbs, and fruits, and flowers, 
In mingled clouds to Him, whoſe ſun exalts, 


ad breath perfumes you, and whoſe pencil paints. 
Ditto, 1. 56, 


* 
7 
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(2) 

As day advances, ſee the proſpect riſe, - 1 
The lofty mountains ſeem to touch the ſkies z 
The diſtant hills a blueiſh aſpect wear, 60 
And warbling birds ſalute the fragrant air.“ 
The glitt'ring dews, which deck the verdant lawn 
With Nature's jewels, ſcarce ſurvive the dawn. 
O'ercome with heat, they quickly diſappear, 
And ſoon are gone, like all enjoyments here. 65 
Thus youthful charms by ſickneſs are decay d; 
Thus death ere long will every beauty fade. 
Then haſte, ye fair ones, daily ſtrive to find | 
Thoſe nobler beauties of a virtuous mind; 69 
Wiſdom and prudence join'd with inward grace, 
Theſe far tranſcend the moſt alluring face; f 
As ſparkling diamonds, which your hands adorn, 
Qutvie the dewy ſpangles of a ſummer's morn. 8 | 

B 4 The 
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® Here how the birds, on ev'ry bloomin g ſpray, 
With joyous muſick wake the dawning day. 
Poe Paſtorali. 
+ Hoſea, vi. 4. 3 Proverbs, xxxi. 30. 
$ Aurora now, fair b of the dawn, 9 
Sprinkled with roſy light the dewy lawn. 
; Popes s Homer. | 


1 
The ſpacious heav'ns in azure robes are areſt, 
Inſtructive emblem of the virtuous breaft : 73 
Unmov'd by troubles, clear from wilful ſin, 
Without good nature, all divine within; * 
From anxious cares and vicious paſſions free, 


Such let your mind, and ſuch your temper be. 


O may each Britiſp youth, with virtue fir'd, 

With love of wiſdom and of truth inſpir'd, 8x 
Shine like the morn in ev'ry inward grace, | 
And promiſe fair to run the chriſtizn race. 
Let true Religion firſt your care engage, + 
Dare to be virtuous in a vicious age, 85 
Mind not the impious ſcoff nor idle ſneer ; 
But (as enabled) | boldly perſevere 
In Wiſdom's ways, for pleaſures dwell therein,$ 
Unknown to ſinners, and eſtrang'd to ſin: 

| Hate 


Emblem inſtructive of the virtuous man, 
Who keeps his temper'd mind ſerene and pure, 
And every paſſion aptly harmoniz'd. 
T hotſon's Summer. 
+ Matthew vi. 33. 
1 Look up to Heaven for AAhanee, for of ourſelves 
we cannot think a good thought, &c. | 


James, & Ly S 
$ Proverbs iii. 17. "> 


| | Y 

1 
Hate youthful follies with a juſt diſdain, 9 
Shun carnal pleaſures, leſt they prove mo bane * 


And ſtrive to act in ev 5 ſtation well, 
For after death your fouls muſt ever dwell, 
With ſaints in heaven, or with ſiends in Hell. + 


As now the ſun his chearing beams diſplays, 95 
Enlivening Nature with her quickening rays 3 


So in awaken'd fouls does Faith appear, 


Their hopes to animate, their doubts to clear, 


Their griefs to ſoften, and their fears remove, 
| Their graces heighten, and their zeal improve z 
To chear their ſouls, and raiſe their thoughts on 
. „ 
To teach them how to live, and how to die; 


To warm their hearts with true ſeraphic love, b 


And give enlivening foretaſtes of the joys above. 9 
As heat encreaſes with the rolling hours, 105 


Draws up the vapours, and expands the flow'rs; 
| x 80 


* Romans viii. 6. + John v. 29. 
Romans v. 5 2. f 


9 Hebrews xi. 1. to the 14th verſe. 


610) 
| So with thy childhood may thy follies ceaſe, 


So may thy wiſdom with thy years encreaſe ; 


L | do may religion early warm thy ſoul, _ __ | 
Encourage, actuate, and chear the whole. 110 
May uſeful knowledge thus thy mind extend. 
Thy manners poliſh, and thy actions mend. 
Improve thy judgment, and thy thoughts refine, 
Thy wand' ring ſteps to Wiſdom's ways incline: 
1 4 Make ev'ry hour a critic on the paſt, | 115 

f And live each day as tho? it was your laſt, % 


| As thro' the vari'gated fields I ſtray, 
| . A verdant border lines the dev'ous way; 


Where flow'rs on either ſide ſpontaneous grow, 

And the embroidery of Nature ſhow. 129 

Here various colours catch the roving eye, 

But late unfolded by the genial ſky. x 

Here bees (great Nature's chemiſts) draw their 
ſweets = 

From every bloſſom in theſe calm retreats, 


* 
Tus, 


® But you with pleaſure own your errors paſt, 
And make each day a critic on the laſt. 
_ s Eſſay on Criticiſm; 


Taus, O my ſoul, may'ſt thou improvement 
gain 91 In 5 4 125 

From every object on the rural plain: 

Thus from the ſacred pages daily find 

Food for the comfort of thy troubled mind. 

And in believing thus extract a joy, 

Which this world cannot give, nor hell itſelf 
deſtroy,* e, 130 

THE chearful ſun, the reſeryoir of light, 

W hoſepreſence makes the day,whoſe abſence night, 

Faintly reſembles in its noon-day blaze, 

The Sun of Righteouſneſs ; + whoſe healing g rays 

Enlivening guilty ſouls, like miſts diſperſe 135 


The baleful vapours of the fatal curſe. 


Our ſtate of ign'rance (as the gloomy ſhades 

At day-break vaniſh) quickly he pervades ; 
Our doubts (like exhalations) die away, 
Before this Regent of eternal day. t 140 

| | 5 HE Our 
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Ba Romans „ Peter i 1. 8. 


+ Great ſource of day! beſt image here below 


Of thy Creator, 22 
8 bens Hymn. 
} 2 Cor. v. 17. 


. 
Dur glimm'ring reaſon, ſublunary ſpark, 
Without his influence, leaves us in the dark, 
And all its followers into ruin leads, 
(Like unctuous vapours in the watry meads) + 
But when with ſtrength aſſiſted from above, 145 
Points to thoſe regions of eternal love, 1 
Where true believers, (who, like ſtars on earth, 
The bleſt partakers of the ſecond birth) 
Transform'd to ſuns, ſhall unmoleſted ſhine, 


Thro' all eternity, with rays divine. 150 


Bur lo! a ſtorm ſeems brooding in the air, 
To yonder cot for ſhelter ['11 repair: 
| The 
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+ See the note in page 72, of Hervey's Contem- 
plations on' the Night. 


t. . . So reaſon's glimmering ray 
Was lent, not to aſſure our doubtful way, 0 
But guide us upwards to a better day. 
| „ Dryden. 
If there is a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh. 
ments (which appears abſolutely neceſſary from the 
unequal diſtribution of them here below,) the chriſ- 
tian muſt certainly be accounted the happieſt man, 
as having the promiſe of this life and that which is 
to come. 1 Timothy iv. 8. Matthew xiii. 43. Daniel 
xii. 3, 


: 


110 

The calm abode of Innocence and Health, 
To Pain a ſtranger, and unknown to Wealth. 
The gathering clouds in darkneſs hide the ſky, - 
Affrighted hinds to trees for ſhelter fly, 156 
Whoſe ſpreading branches draw the W 

down, 
Which ſwift deſcetdivig kills the heedlefs clown, 
Like the good works the ſinner pleads in vain, 
Or his own righteouſneſs his fatal banez 166 
Which, while he blindly truſts in, lets him fall 
Beyond the reach of even Mercy's call.* 
80 thoſe who ſeek forgiveneſs from the law, 
Which calls for death for ev'ry ſingle flaw ; + 
(Deſpiſing Jeſus, who, in wond”rous grace, 163 
Came down and died to fave a rebel race, 1 
When plac'd before Jehovah's awful throne, 
Struck with remorſe, repeating groan for groan, 
Whilſt judg'd by him, whom they on earth 


contemn'd) 169 
Shall by this very law be yd, be caſt, condemn'd. | 


Loun 


K 


* Job viii, 13, 14. Eccleſiaſtes xi. 3. 
+ Galatians iii. 10, 11. 
t Matthew xviii. 11. Luke xix. 10. 
[| Romans iii. 20. Galatians ii ii, 16. John xii. 48. 
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1 
Loup claps of thunder introduce the ſtorm, 
And lightnings flaſh in every dreadful form. 
O may they ſtrike conviction in the ſoul, 
— And God be honour'd when the thunders roll! 


Ye harden'd ſinners, hear his voice and live, 175 — © 


*Tis only He can ſpeak the word forgive. T 
Le happy ſouls, who on his name depend, 
Fear not the ſtorm, for Jeſus is your friend: 
© Reſting alone on his almighty Grace, 
He'll prove your rock, your ſhield, your hiding 
place; 4 180 

| And when grim death ſhall cloſe your weary eyes, 
Conduct you ſafely into happier ſkies, '- | 
W here troubles ceaſe, which haunt this earthly ball, 
There God in Chriſt will be your all in all. 


TY, IN 
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+ 1 Corinthians 111. 11. 

1 Ifaiah xxxii. 2. Pſalm lxxxiv. 14. 

The believer is not ſav'd by any works of his own 
tho? ever ſo good, nor for but in believing on Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the way and means appointed by the 
Father; therefore Paul ſays, By grace ye are ſav'd 


tbro faith, yet not of your/elves, it is the gift of 
God. Epheſians ii. 8. | 


I Coloſſians iii. 4, 11. 1 Corinthians xv. 28. 


— — 


n 

Ir every clap you hear th Almighty” s word 1 
In every flaſh you ſee his blazing ſword. ft 186 
Where's now the atheiſt, who would fain advance 
That helliſh doctrine, all things came by chance; 
Who vainly ftrives his reaſon to perſuade, 
That ev'ry ſyſtem by itſelf was made. I90 
Preſumptuous man ! what, diſbelieve a God? 
Now trembling come, behold his flaming rod : 


Convinc'd he reigns,. implore with inward grief, 


c Lord, I believe; help thou my unbelief 74 = 


Whilſt lightnings flaſh, or thunders roll around, 
And echoing clouds retain the awful ſound, 196 
O come, thou ſelf-deceiver, humbly fall 
Before his throne ; attend the gracious call, 
And own the great I AM, who made both 
thee and all. | | 


An! 


. 
_—_— Wo 5 * 2 - %* DRY 2 


+ See Hervey's Deſcant on the Creation, Page 254. | 


t The thunder is his voice; and the red flaſh 


His ſpeedy ſword of juſtice. - | 
rk . Thomſon s Spring. 
The author gratefully acknowledges having received 


much aſſiſtance in compoſing the following work, 


from Mr. Thomſon's excellent poem on the Seaſons. 
$ Mark ix. 23, 24. | 
Il John i. 3. Coloſſians i. 16, 


„ 

Aal there's another flaſh, the ſearching light 
Pervades the cottage, and affects the ſight; 201 
Chills-every nerve, and ſtrikes thro? every vein 
A trembling dread; whilſt oer the gloomy plain 
The ſtorm deſcending ſpreads thick horrors round, 
: And peals of ratthng hunde ſhake the hollow 


ene 205 


"Trays the poor foul, beneath a ſenſe of ſin, 
When doubts prevail, finds all is dark within 
While Satan drives her into ſad deſpair, 1 
dhe ſeeks ſor comfort, but no comfort's there: 
Conviction's flaſhes only ſerve to ſnow, 210 
Amidſt the darkneſs ſcenes of greater woe; 
Her gone: how * and how e her foe 1 


Fe the change how dull the country 
ſeems, 
When clouds prevent the ſun' s enlivening beams. 


Where'er 
+ This orb's tide 3 * the nd. ſhakes, 
Oſt opens in the ſtorm and often cracks; 
Horror, amazement, and deſpair appear, 
In all the hideous forms which mortals fear ; 
Exploded thunder tears the embowell'd ſky, 
And 188 flames a 0 day ſupply. | 
EASY: a} — 


* 
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Where'er I look all Nature ſeems forlorn, 215 
The flocks and | herds, the fields and Wee, 


mourn. 
80 mourns the trembling Sinner taught by 
Grace, e * 4 9931) lie ue 


When fears ariſe and Jeſus kides his face; 3 ' 
He hears aghaſt, the Soul that fins mall die, | 
Aſham'd and hopeleſs knows not where to fly; 220 
4 Till faith ſteps i in, removes the diſmal gloom, ; 
And ſays, Fe: car not, in Fe 5 Love there's room; 3 
«© He ever lives to plead the finner's cauſe, + 
«© Who ſeeks his favour and obeys his laws, Ex. 
„% Who takes him only for his truſt and guide, 225 # 
ee For ſuch he ſuffer'd, and for ſuch he died ;” 
By faith beholding Chriſt his doubtings ceaſe, 
Hope chears his troubled Soul, and all within is . 
peace. 2 4— 


Bur al the neighbouring vallies ſinoke 
with raing 

'The raging tempeſt ſweeps along the oli 230 i 
Surrounds the cottage of the village-ſwain; $a 
. | While 


* * ** = 


_ * * 


Luke xiv. 22. _ + Hebrews vii. 250 1 
* Hebrews vi. 18, 20 


a . 


\ Yn 


Whilſt rural ſports no longer fill the place, 

But ghaſtly fear appears in every face. : 
So when afflictiens ſeize the gullty Soul, A 

And fell diftempers rage without controul; | 2 35 

If not delirious, O.] what words can paint 

His inward horror; 3 all expreſſion? s faint; 

Satan upbraids him, there? s no hope for you, fy 

Conſcience preſents] his numerous crimes to view z 

What mercies flighted and what time miſus'd ; 240 

He cannot pray, his thoughts are all confus d. 

In vain phyſicians try their healing arts, 5 

Turo ev'ry vein the raging fever darts 3 | 

His pains increaſe, his dreadful end.i is near, 

Yet nought to hope for, but has all to fear + 245 


No 


* 


* Men may lie n but fools they cannot die. : 
| 5 Young.. 

+3 | Religion will afford her followers living comforts / 

in dying moments, but vice can yield nothing to har 
votaries at ſuch a time, but what will aggravate their 
deſpair ; therefore prays the prophet, © Let me die the 

death of the Righteous, and let * lauer end be like 
his.“ Numbers xxiii. 10. 


ba Pſalm Lxxiti. 19, Pfalm xxxiv. 21, 


69 
No God to go to, t Oh, how ſad the thoughtl.. 
No plea for mercy when to judgment brought ; TR 
Without a promiſe which might comfort yield, 5h 
When Death has got the laſt commiſſion ſeal'd. | 
Without a Saviour able to engage, 250 


To hide him from an injur'd Sov'reign's rage; 
Without a friend to make his life his care, 
To mourn his ſorrows or his pains to ſhate' - 
None all around him who his caſe bemaan 
Or make (by nn his griefs their own; 255 


* 


+ Proverbs xv. 394 1-152 1 


[| Among the numerous 3 the chriſtian | 


has over the men of the world, are the following: 
When laid on a fick-bed and in the views of death and a 
future ſtate, he has a God to pray to, whoſe ears are ever 


open to his people's cries ; a promiſe of merey to truſt 
in for his encouragement, and a Redeemer to procure 
him pardon and falvation at the judgment day, which 
reviving conſiderations ſupport and animate him, when 
the world and all things in it cannot yield him the 
leaſt conſolation, and make him ſay with the apoſtle 
Paul, when taking leave of all zerre/trial enjoyments, 
« todieis gain z* to theſe pleaſing refleQions the firmer 
is an entire ſtranger, and therefore of ſuch a one it is 


declared in en there is no innen, : 


Mo 


6 26 ) 
Thus wretched Sinners; who wel God deny, 1 
And for Efvation on themſelves rely, 8 


Live unbeloy'd, and unlamented die, 
WD ores 


TAE becks and UL that fed on a yonder | 
ground. 
As ſwept: away and in the torrent drown'd; 260 
The healthy huſbandman to ſloth unknown, 
Struggles with Death in ' meadows late his own. 
See How precarious is the life of man, 
Short and uncertain is our earthly ſpan ; 


A few more years, or weeks, or moments paſt, 265 


And en 3 now in health) 897 bande your 
F laſt; * 881 * £99 


For know, 0 Man, when ot 5 6 Maker 8 will, 


« A fly, a grape-ftone, or. hair may kill, alt 
When nature 's foe receives the dire _— 89 
| can clude or oy the e tyrant 8 hand. 75 


* 5 151. 15 


Ten 
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Job KEN I, 6, 3 xii. 20. f Prior's Variety 


of 8 >. c 1 Pſalm Ixxxix. 48. 

The thought of the uncertainty of life and certainty 
of death, ſhowld perſuade young and old, rich and poor, 
to endeavour to be always in habitual as well as actual 


readineſs for their great change. Mark xiii. 35, 36, 37. 
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Thou muſt not, youth, on numerous years e 
| For unknown accidents thy ſteps attend; 


| Diſorders numberleſs await thee here, 2 


* 
EE 3 
* 


Thy greateſt pleaſures may thy bane appear. - 
Some ſudden illneſs ſoon r may ſtop thy breath, 27 5 
And prove an inlet to eternal Death. * ry 


The old muſt go, yet prize the preſent day,” 
For *tis as certain that the younger may. * 
Health, like the Sun, is haſtening to its 2 
Storms of diſtreſs may overtake thy ſoul, f 
And thy vain hopes (as on the billows colt, 

A ſeatter'd feet) may be forever loſt. * 


* — 


Tux „ * 1 now are ſeen no more, 
But all aroynd a ſea without a ſhore ; : | 


——— Is The 


oy ”_ 


6 
— . —— 


— 


ws Romans vii. 5. Eeccleßaftes! ix. 12. Chap. vili, 
By r 2 le SSI 


+: Eccleſiaſtes xi. 9, 10. Obes: ri 1 4 


Job viii. 13, 14. Proverbs x. 28. Chap. xi, 7. 
1 The roſe is fragrant, but it fades in time. 
The violet ſweet, but quickly paſt its prime; 

White lillies hang their heads and ſoon decay, 6 
And whiter ſnow, in minutes melts. away; RR 
Such and fo worn A is our Blooming youth, © 


fame. L 496-95 eee 


122) 
The fields and hedges under water lie, 28 3 | 
And travellers belated fink and die, 


Or hurried forward down the ſwelling wave, 

In vain reſiſting meet a watry grave. 

Learn hence how great the danger to delay 
Unfeign'd repentance till a future day, * 290 
Which ne'er may come to your eternal colt ; 

For he that dies in fin forever loſt, + 

Your day of life will ſhortly have an end, f 


Dark clouds of ſickneſs may a ſtorm portend : 


The preſent hours will ne'er return again, 295 


"Your ſun may ſet or be eclips'd in pain; 
The paſſing day you now with folly flight, A 


May quickly end in everlaſting night. | 
The 


2 K — 4 


— 
— 


Luke xiii. 3. John iii. 36. 
+ Eccleſiaſtes xi. 3. $28 Romans xiii. 12. 
No one ever repented giving himſelf up to God 

700 ſoon, but many that they put it off till it was 700 

late; one ſinner was p n' d at the laſt hour that 

none might deſpair, and only one that none bs mf 56 


* * * * * 


» \ 
. : 


The: evening ſoon will come, your race be o'er, 


= 


The places now you know, you 1 know no 


2 


more, 25 300 
Bur ſee | the rivers o'er the vallies ſpread, 
And fiſhes fwim where lately oxen fed. | 
Think while this tempeſt overflows the land, 
A far more dreadful ſtorm is near at hand; 
For which if not prepar'd, yow'll ever dwell 305 
In endleſs flames with Souls accurs'd in Hell. 


As waters cover now the fertile ground, 


May true contrition thus thine heart ſurround, 
And in its current all thy Sins be drown'd. 
May thunders of conviction ſhake thy Soul, 310 
And thro' thy breaſt awakening terrors roll. 


| Whilſt conſcience flaſhes o'er thy guilty mind, 


And floods of tears an eaſy paſſage find ; "4 

May ſeas * of comfort overwhelm thy pains, | | 

And virtue dwell where vice at preſent reigns. 315 
. This 


—— 


_— _- ” — 


* The reader will excuſe the impropriety of the 
expreſſion, in order to carry on the allegory. : 


24 

This deluge, like th' o'erflowing Nile, + 
Shall make thee fruitful prove; 

Thy Soul to Jeſus reconcile, 
And fil thee with his Love. 


= 


3 
— — — —_— „ * * * 


+ That part of 1 where ha: Nile 1s (being 
ſeldom, if ever, watered by ſhowers) Providence ſo 
orders it that the Nile overflows its banks once a year, 
by which the country becomes healthy and fruitful, 
which otherwiſe would be but as a barren deſart. 

f og T homp/on's Travels. 
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END Or THE FIRST Book, 


ä 2 | 
RURAL CHRIS TIA. | 
INTO | 

PLEASURES e BELIGIN 
Boon THE man . : k 


THE ARGUMENT. 


FH E florm over, the rainbow appears, compared 
ta a promiſe ſent home to the believer under ſick- 
neſs, or a reprieve to a condemned malefactor; an 
adareſs to Devotion; deſcription of thy country after 
the waters are abated ; a ſimile ;, ſong of praiſe and 
. thankſgiving ; the Trinity invoked on the behalf of 
ſinners ; the benefits of prayer, and the object of 
it pointed out; a walk through the meadows ; the 
Almighty appears in all his works ; clouds a ſhelter 
from heat, the ſad conſequences of them in a florm, | 
reflections thereon ; noon deſcribed ; an addreſs to 
the Redeemer ; heat decays fiowers ; ſickneſs deſtroys 
beauty; Zepalinda's death, a .thaughtleſs young 
woman; a grove deſcribed ; a ſolemn ſong and prayer 
10 God. | 5 


e 
RURAL CHRISTIAN; 
ON THE | 
PLEASURES OF RELIGION. 
BOOK THE SECOND, 


T HE lightnings ceaſe, the thunders roll. no 
more, LEN 
The breaking clouds proclaim the tempeſt « o'er, 
While leſs'ning waters check our reſtleſs fears, 
And in the north the cov'nant bow appears. x 
Like a ſweet promiſe ſent to chear the ſoul, 5 
On whom the waves of ſharp affliction roll. 1 | 


* 


® Jove's wondrous bow, of three celeſtial dyes, 
| Plac'd as a ſign to man, amidſt the ſkies. 
Pope's Homer. 
+ 50 chears ſome pious ſaint a dying ſinner, 
(Who trembled at the thoughts of pains to come) 
With Heav'n's forgiveneſs and 3 of mercy. 


Cans. Noave. 
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( 28 ) 


Or as the welcome news of a reprieve,. 


To a poor wretch whom Satan's wiles deceive ; 
Condemn'd by juſtice, near his ſhameful end, 
In mercy's pardon'd and {till lives to mend ; 10 
O grant, all-gracious Heav'n, his future days 
May be employ'd in grateful ſongs of praiſe; 
Whilſt deep contrition fills his troubled mind, 
May he forgiveneſs with his Saviour find, 


. Cleanſe thou his Soul, O God ! whoſe mines 


hand | 15 
Has call'd the waters off the fertile land; 
And give him grace which like the bow _ prove 
A- conſtant ſign of thy preſerving love ; x 
From his polluted heart take ev'ry ot 50 
And ne'er . him, Lord, to fin again, 20 


Assis r me, pure Devotion, while I trace 
The God of Nature and the God of Grace 
Thro' all his works. O thou celeſtial Maid, 


| Now condeſcend to grant thy ſacred aid; 


Inſtruct an infant bard, in lofty lays 25 
To ſing the Great Almighty Maker's praiſe. 


M 4 — 
1 " JT * 
. 


V Geneſis ix. 13, 14, 15, 16. 


( 5 
Tut plains forſaken by the floods, appear 
In all the beauties of the ſmiling yen,” YE 


: 


The fields their variegated robes renews © . 
And pleaſant proſpects riſe again to view-z © * 
The diſtant meads their verdant clothing wear, 
| And tuneful birds with muſic fill the air. Lats 


tz «a SS4IS Þ 


The neighbouring vallies late by floods oppreſt, , 


In fight appear in deeper verdure areſt. OE 47 


"Like the true chriſtian whom the rod re- 
| * fines, ® ien tt zd if} See 35 
Or as the ſun eclips'd' mY brighter ſhines, | 0 
So may'ſt thou, Reader, freed from ey ry ſin, : 


When Death arrives a happier life begin ; 35 
Where ſtorms and tempeſts ſhall for ever ceaſe, 


4 


In endleſs regions of eternal peace. 40 
(When clouds of doubt and e fears are 
vers) -. 


There may'ſt thou ſhine to be 1 no more. 


The ſun appearing dries the humid earth, 
And village ſwains reſume their rural mirth. 


While 


3 8 1 
— 


go Lala xvii. 10. Zacharia xi. a Os 1 Peter 3 i. 7. 
Malachi iii. 3. 


+ Matthew xiii, 43. Daniel xii, 3. 


- 


* 


I 
While joy and gratitude their looks declare, 48 
For God's protecting and peculiar care. 8 


Let me, 1 unworthy, join to praiſe his name; Y 
Come, grateful Love, and all my breaſt inflame, 


Wurn riſing waters ſpread deſtruction round, 
And ſwelling billows men and cattle drown'd ; 50 
When certain Death appear'd fo near in view, 
He interpos'd, and ſtraight the floods withdrew. 
At his command the boiſt*rous winds are ſtill, 
The raging ſtorm obeys his mighty will: * 

He ſpeaks, and lo] the tempeſt hears his 

voice, + rt 5 55 
His gracious words the delug'd earth rejoice. | 


O ſpeak to Sinners overwhelm'd in fin, 
And till the ſtorms which daily rage within; 
Oat ee » bag | Call 


* job exeviil, 8, 10, 11. Pſalm civ. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


+ The Chriſtian in every trouble finds comfort from 
the reflection, that the God in whom he truſts has all 
nature at his command, and the keys of death, hell, 

and the grave in his poſſeſſion ; and not only is able 
but as willing to make all things work together for his 
good. Daniel iii, 17. Romans viii, 28. 


- 


, * 
5 


131 1 


Cal off their en from fixing here zer 


SF „ 


Tuo SUN of Righteouſneſs ariſe and ſhine, 


Diſperſe « their fears with 9 rays divine; 
Clear up their doubts, theſe heavy clouds diſpel, . ” 
Forgive their ſins which ſink them down't to hell ; 

| Then as believers will they ever fing 0 65 


Thy wond'rous grace, O thou incarnate King ! 5 
Whilſt echoing earth their grateful ſong retains, 
And Jeſu's name fills all the lib ning plains. 


ETERNAL 8 malt their Souls to love, 
Set their affections more on things above; 70 
O cleanſe their ſtubborn hearts defil'd with guilt, 


And may their hopes be all on Jeſus built.“ 
1 . 4 g f ky , Their 


Romans xv. 13. 1 John v. 13. 1 Cor. iii. 11. 


There is no other name given among men whereby 


we can be ſaved, but the name of Jeſus ;. no other 


foundation can any man lay than that is laid, which 
is Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, who is the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the Goſpel, in whom whoſoever believeth ſhall live 


though he die, and whoſoever liveth and believeth in 


him ſhall not die eternally. John xi. 25, 26. Acts iv. 12. 


* 


WI 


Their natures purify by fin deprav'd, 
Their perſons juſtify by vice inſlay'd ; 


| | 4 Renew them wholly and throughout. by grace 75 
1 In foul and body, every ſtain deface; 
i Comfort their minds, and teach them how to 
[| pray, | 
| 8 rer. of themſelves they Sy not what to ſay. = 
j 8 Help them to come with boldneſs to the throne, 3 E 
. f | | And there in faith to make their troubles =_ 
TR | known x nn” LAs © i 
| g To Him who ever lives che head and corner 9 
| N | | n 1 , i ee | 4 1 
| © | r 5 prayer believers ſweet communion gain; 1 
1 Aſk and receive, none ever aſk'd in vain, 3 
| | | : This is the key which to a ſinful race, | 3 
1.0 Unlocks' the treaſures of eternal grace, * 85 1 
6 | i 6 By this alone thro? Jeſus we receive q 
| F 'The 88 bleſſings that a God can give. + 
13.1 | 3 t ,*1 = er 
| "ih | | mm Gy — — — Ee 
wt * The prayers of a righteous 1 man availeth much. 
"Tl | James v. 16, 17, 18. 
Will! | f Matthew vii. 7. Mark xi. 24. 
| (i { 1 a A Soul in commerce with her God, is heaven; 
| ql | | Eo Feels not the tumults and the ſhocks of life 3 
N The whirls of paſſions, and the ſtrokes of heart. F 
$1 Dr. 7 dung. 
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| x 
"Fav 
TreNct learn in ev'ry trouble where to go, 
Put not your confidence in things below; 
On Chriſt depend, to him for ſaccour fly, 90 
Believe in him and you ſhall never die, 
| But life eternal thro? his merits gain, 
Who died on Earth that we in Heav'n might 
reign; * 


As thro? the verdant meads I paſs along; 

Far from the crouded city's noiſy throng; 95 

With ſecret pleaſure all around I view, 10 

The works of God ſtupendous, wiſe, and true; þ 

His finger's ſeen in every blade of graſs, 

His hand appears in every ſcene I paſs; 

Whilſt waving crops his bounteous goodneſs 
ſhow, x . 1 o 

The winds his plenty thro? the nations ns blow. 

Meandring rivers as they gently glide 

His praiſes murmur ; and on every ſide 

The fields and meadows with his bounty crown'd, 

Show his munificence to all around, || 105. 
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John xiv. 2. 2 Cor. viii. 9. Revelation i. 5, 6 
+ Hebrews i. 10. by Jeremiah v. 24. a 
U * xi. 14 1 5. : 
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© © 

So thro” thy life may grace appear and ſhine, q 
With thy profeſſion may thy practice join, 

To ſhow thy faith, and prove thy birth divine. * 
O may thy path like yonder chearing ray, 

Still brighter ſhine unto the perfect day; + 110 
And ev'ry ſore affliction only prove, | 
The means to fit thee for the world above. t 


Tux ſhifting clouds with watry ſtores replete, 


In Summer yield a ſhelter from the heat, 


Or ſoftly melting into gentle ſhow'rs 115 
Refreſh the earth and chear the drooping flow'rs. 
: But 


- * Faith without works is dead: ſhow me thy faith 
without thy works, and Pll ſhew thee my faith by my 
works ; by the fruit is the tree known : *tis not merely 


profeſſing religion, but living up to the rules of it, 


that proves a man a Chriſtian. Matthew xii. 33, 35, 
37. Chap. vii. 21. \ 


+ Proverbs iv. 18. 


t The great Gmilarity between theſe and ſeveral 


other lines in the following Poem, together with the 


repetitions on the /ame ſubject, will not (it is hoped) 
be diſguſting ; as the author's chief deſign through 
the whole, is to reconcile the Chriſtian to every afflic- 
tion he may meet with, by reminding him, there 1 is a 


l. 1 Peter i. 6. 5 


1 5 
But When Jehovah gives the dread command, A 
To overwhelm a guilty ſinful land; . 
Like horrid cataracts they quick e : 
The rivers ſwell and in a deluge end, | 120 
Thus every mercy he can ſoon remove, 5 
And make our greateſt comforts curſes prove. 
Then let it, Chriſtian, be thy daily pray'r, 
(However num'rous thy enjoyments are) 
Moſt Gracious God, from whom all goodneſs 


F pag 
Bl:ſs Thou the ATI which thine hand be- 
ſtows. ® _ 


Bur lo! the fan hath gain'd the middle ſky, 
The fleecy clouds his ardent preſence fly ; + 
Without a ſpot the azure heav'ns appear, 

Fair as the day and as the ſeaſon clear, 130 
D 2 | Now 


r m r 1 * nn it i 


* Proverbs x. 22, 


+ /Tis raging noon, and vertical the ſun 
Darts on the head direct his forceful rays; + Lg 
O'er heav'n and earth, far as the ranging eye * 
Can ſweep, a dazzling deluge reigns; and all 1 
From pole to pole is undiſtinguiſh'd blaze. | 

SE T homo 


— — — 
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KY ” 
Now diſtant hills are ſcorch'd by ſultry beams, 
And the whole country like Veſuvius ſeems. 


The lab'ring hind to ſome cgol ſhade repairs, 


And in his flumbers ſtil purſues his cares; 


Whilſt lowing oxen with the bleating ſheep, 133 
Beneath the trees or under hedges ſleep; 


Aerial ſongſters ſcek the leafy groves, 
And faintly warble out their little loves. 
The penſive angler in yon cave reclines, 


To ſweet repoſe his weary limbs reſigns, 140 5 


While o'er the plain the ſun reſiſtleſs ſhines. 
Thus ſhine, thou Son of God, in ev'ry Soul, 
Burn up our vices and our ſins controul. 
With unremitting ardour let thy rays 
(As graſs is wither'd by the noon-tide blaze) * 143 
Deftroy our evil habits, ere they grow, "ET 
And ripen into fruits of endleſs woe. g 
As now the thirſty ground in chinks appears, 
And ſeems to aſk the cloud's refreſhing tears ; ' 
As hunted harts pant for the cooling brook, 156 
So may our Souls alone to Jeſus look ; + 5 


1 ED 


& James i. 11. + Plalm xlii, 1, 2. E 


„ 
And in his love unbounded long to lave, 
Whoſe healing ſtreams the bleſt partakers fave; © 
BEFORE the heat the flowery race decay, 1 


And all their beauties drooping fade away: 155 
So fade the fair when ſore afflictions reign, | 


And deadly fevers boil in ev'ry vein, * 
The beauty then no longer boaſts her charms, - 
But each new pain produces freſh alarms. 
While full of horrors by reflection led, 160 
She mourns the time without improvement fled; 
Or raving ſenſeleſs meets her dreadful end, 
Without a God, a Father, or a Friend. + 


2 So inconſid'rate Zephalinda « died, 
1 in the bloom of youth and beanty's pride; 7 5 
D 8 Whobe 


* * — 


” Who can unpitying ſee the flowery race + + 
Shed by the morn, their new-fluſt'd bloom reſign 
Before the parching beam? So fade the fair, 

When fevers reyel thro? their azure veins, 
9 | — on. 
+ Provecks a xv. 29. Deuteronomy . 17. Truſt 
not to a death- bed repentance, leſt being deprived of 
reaſon by the violence of diſorders, you are entirely 
prevented from improving your latter moments, and 
ruſh into an awful eternity unprepared. 


38 ) 
Whoſe ſole delight was merely to be fine, 
At balls, the play-houſe, or at court to ſhine ; 
Whoſe only aim to catch the roving eye, 


With all the colours of a ſummer's fly. 


Her beaut'ous face but ſerv'd | to make her 


vain, 170 


And love of admiration prov'd her bane : 


Returning late one evening from the play, 
(Where oft ſhe went to paſs the hours away; 
In each new faſhion ſure to be attir'd, | 
By coxcombs flatter'd, and by fools admir'd;) 175 
A dread diſorder ſeiz'd her tender frame, 


And ſoon, #09 ſoon, her lovely form became 


A feaſt for worms; without one moment giv'n, 
To beg forgiveneſs, or prepare for Heav'n. 
Thy late admirers and pretended friends, 
Who waited on thy ſmiles for diff rent ends, 
Where are they now? O, Zephalinda, ſay | 
Forever fled the well proportion'd clay 

To duſt returning, charms the ſight no more; ; 
The pleafing farce, the golden dream is o'er ; 18 5 


180 


While the poor Soul neglected, takes her flight 
To doleful regions of eternal night. 


„ 


Learn 


— 


„é— 


Matthew viii. 12. 


„ 
Learn hence, ye lively and engaging fair, 
To make your minds your chief, your only care. 
For death, ere long, will cloſe the brighteſt eyes, 
But Virtue, Heav*n-born Virtue, never dies. + - 


Wirst noon prevails Þ'11 ſeek the neighb'ring 
| grove, 
There coolly-ſhaded unmoleſted rove, 
Thro' devious walks and bowery mazes ſtray, 
Till Sol declining ſheds a milder day. F | 195 
'F heſe calm retreats my contemplation aid, . 
Here lofty trees afford a pleaſing ſhade, 8 
D 4 | And 
* Pſalm Ixxxix. 2 5 Pſalm xlix. 14. Proverbs 
xxxi. 30. | 5 
Beauty like a flower ſoon fades; be concern'd then, 
ye Virgins, to improve your charms with inward great- 
neſs, unaffected wiſdom, and ſanctity of manners. 
| | | Cato. 


+ Be mental charms your never- ſading bloom, 
Internal beauty will ſurvive the tomb. 
. -» - "Tis pleaſg thus 
To wander thoughtful thro? the ſylvan grove 
At fragrant morn, ſcorch*d. noon, or dewy eve. 
| Browne's Sunday T houghts. 
§ Still let me pierce into the midnight depth : 
Of yonder grove, af wildeſt, largeſt growth ; 
That forming high in air, a woodland quire 
| Nods o'er the mount beneath, , Thomſon. 


— 


(49 ) 


And various flowers diſregarded bloom, 


While birds unnotic'd warble thro' the gloom, | 


Along the center glides a purling ſtream, 200 


Whoſe gentle murmurs well deſerve my theme, 

It s flowery banks compoſe a rural ſeat, - 

In ſhades ſurrounded, and ſecur'd from heat ; 

Here the-ſad lover oft repairs alone 

When evening comes, to make. his plaintive 
moan z 205 

Or penſive wanders thro' the lonely meads, 

Which way his melancholy temper leads ; 

On every tree he carves the much-lov'd name, 

And idly calls them to atteſt his flame ; ; 


_ O may the Saviour's Image deep impreſt, 
By the good Spirit, warm the reader's breaſt ; 
. his foul with love beyond compare, 


And make him jealous of a rival here. - 215 


As ent' ring Nature's Fane, it leads my ſoul, 
To the ent Architect, who form'd the whole, 
- C 


* 


While jealous OT their poiſon ſwift im- 


part, 210 
And ſcenes of horrid riyals rend his aching heart, 


(a 
Whoſe mighty hand this verdant fabrie rais d, 
'Thro' ev'ry nation may his name be prais'd, 


2 ON either fide the black ning ſhades | 
; increaſe, | 220 | 
f Be huſh't my fears, ye fancy'd horrors ceaſe ; ; 

1 This ſylvan temple is th' abode of peace, & 

M Hee aged oaks appear in various rows, 


There ſtately elms a verdant arch compoſe; | 
$ Whoſe 1 preading branches intermixt on high, 225 
Prevent the ſun-beams, and obſcure the ſky. 
Here the ſweet ſongſters of the grove repair, 
To ſhun the heat, and nurſe their tender care; . 
Or crows in rural architecture ſkill'd, 
Their pendant nurs'ries near each other build 3+ 
Whilſt far beneath the bees aſſiduous roam, 231 
Anxious to bear mellifluent treaſures home; | 
And from each flow'r extracts delicious juice, 
By nature taught, for man's peculiar uſe, 


» 
Vin 1 


%. - - - - - At every ſtep 5 
Solemn and flow, the ſhadows blacker fall, 
And all is awful N gloom around. 


i 


| Thomſon. 
+ =. a6 x high amid-the boughs 


Tone 
' * 


In yy ſpring, his airy city builds. 


A 
Hence, ſluggard, learn, bid indolence away, 235 
Redeem the time, improve the paſſing day; 
Another morn may never riſe to thee, 


For on each moment hangs eternity. 99 

In woods the patriarchs of old retir'd, 239 
To worſhip God with holy zeal inſpir'd; 4 
In ſuch retreats the hermit ſpent his days, 


In heav'nly contemplation, pray'r, and praiſe ; 
And liv'd on Nature's common free from care, 


His drink the ſpring, wild fruits his daily fare. 


HERE let me oft? enjoy the cooling breeze, 245 
'From noon defended by umbrageous trees ; 
The pleaſing gloom invites to ſolemn thought, 
Calls oft the mind with vain iceas fraught 
To Him, who all things out of nothing ö 
brought. 1 ; 
MA KER Supreme whoſe every word's a 
law, ; 250 
Impreſs my ſoul with reverential awe ; 
O Thou 


ls 


* Matthew xxv. 13. Numbers xvi. 21. Luke xii. 20. 


" Thus liv'd the patriarchal-race of old, 
Kings of the verdant plain and fleecy fold. 


Brown. 


1 Coloſſians i. 16, 


En 


O Thou ! array'd in robes of glorious light 


Ineffable, —aſſiſt my tow'ring flight; 

Fain would I ſoar above terręſtrial things, | 
And fing of thee, Almighty King of Kings! 255 
Here in this grove, approve my humble lays, 


Forgive my failings, and accept my praiſe. 


Hair, Lord of Heav' n and earth , by all rever rd, 
By ſaints ſurrounded, and by devils fear'd, " 


To whom, the bright and A ſeraphs 
5 260 


And round the throne thy great beheſts attend, 

At whoſe dread footſtool angels bow the knee, 

In deep proſtration to the ſacred Three; 

Jehovah infinite! who reign'ſt on high, 

In mercy hear a trembling ſinner's cry: 265 
Tnov bidft the ſun its chearing beams diſplay, 

Thou alſo mad'ſt the night, and Thou the day. 


Sea, earth, air, heay'n, thy dennis w 
ſhow, 


T by gracious will returning ſeaſons know; + 


At 


by 


James ii. 19. Jude 14. f Daniel ii. 21. 


. 


(44) 
At thy nail the fields are cloth'd with 
corn, * 270 

And ſpreading leaves the lofty t trees adorn ; 
The woods and groves with waving honors 
3 crown'd, 
| Diſplay thy goodneſs ; 3 whilſt the birds reſound 
From every bough thy praiſe, All nature's God! 
Thou Great Firſt Cauſe ! whoſe all-conſuming 
; rod 3 

Shook ofer a guilty world ere long ſhall prove, 
The juſt avenger of thy ſlighted love; + 
Haſten the bleſſed time, Thou Great Su- 
| preme | 
When true Religion like a mighty ftream, © 
Shall overflow this highly-favor'd land, 289 
Bleſt with the choiceſt bleſſings of thine hand. 
Engage our hearts to fear thy ſacred name, 
With goſpel ardor every ſoul inflame ; 
O may thy church and people here below, 
As Leb' non flouriſh, and as cedars grow; 283 


a — 
** . 12 * 7 * 


* Joel ii. 19. Pſalm cxlv. 15. 


+ Ifaiah xi. 4. 1 Amos v. 24. 
, . ; on 1 0 


( 45 ) 

In grace increaſing daily more and more, 
Like ſands for number on the ocean's ſhore; 
Give to the King thy mighty judgments, Lord, 
Long may he reign according to thy word; 
The Queen his royal conſort truly bleſs, 290 
(Give to their ſons and daughters Righteouſneſs,) 7 
May they the hearts of all their ſubjects gain, 
And peace with plenty crown their happy reign, 
Make, gracious God |! their officers of ſtate 
As truly good as thou haſt made them great; 295 
Teach them to have (and that along purſue) 
The real intereſt of the land in view; 
Grant we may all thy choſen people be, 
8 And after death forever reign with thee 
Let ſtrife and diſcord thro? the nation ceaſe, 300 
And temp'ral prove an earneſt of eternal peace. 
Thus (Hall thy glorious name be known, | 

And by the world ador'd; 
| Whilſt ev'ry kingdom joins to own, - 


Thee, Univerſal Lord. 30 5 


END of THE SECOND Book, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


HE afternoon deſcrib d; bathing, with ſoms 
= refleftions applicable to youth; an affecting 
fory; an addreſs to Heaven for the riſing genera- 
tion; Richmond hill, with the proſpecis around it; 
addreſs to the favourites of fortune; the pleaſures of 
religion; an allegorical prayer; the evening's ap- 
proach ; time of talking ; ſelf-examination recom- 
mended; a ſummer's evening deſcrib d; ſun-ſet; 
Night; darkneſs, an emblem of a guilty ſoul in 
deſpair ; Altamont a libertine ; his death ; virtue 
its own reward ; the filence of the night, repreſents 
the tranquillity of a dying chriſtian ; the life and 
death of Theron a true believer ; the happieft men 
are ſuch who act their ſeveral parts beſt on the ſtage 


of life. 
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„ 
RURAL CHRISTIAN; 
: OR, THE 


PLEASURES or RELIGION. 


; BOOK | THE THIRD. 
: W 11 H raging noon wo * hours a are 
MON fled, | 
And milder beams a ſofter :afluence ſhed ; 
The birds again fly warbling thro the air, 
And hinds awake to different toils repair; | : 
The angler haſtens with renew'd delight, 5 
To throw the line and wait the pleaſing bite; | 
The neighb'ring flocks no longer pant with hea 
But gently riſing leave their cool retreat, : 
Whilſt diſtant mountains echo bleat for bleat, * J* 
Mo” E . 


Tis beauty all, and grateful ſong around, 
Join'd to the low of kine, and numerous bleats 
Of flocks thick nibbling thro? the clover'd vale. 

LS  Thaomjon's Summer. 
The birds their notes renew, and bleating kerds 
Atteſt their joy, that hill and valley rings. 


Mikon. 


( 5) 


The vig'rous ſwain now. ſeeks the well known 
- pool, | 10 
Whoſe banks are ſhady, and whoſe waters cool; 
There pleas'd, he wades along the yielding plain, 
Health ſtrings his nerves and runs thro? ev'ry vein; 
Surrounding buſhes hide him from the ſight, 
While trees umbrageous ſcarce admit the 1i ght. 15 
In yonder brook dus have I bath'd unſeen, 
Where bending willows form a verdant ſcreen 3 
| Preſerv'd, O God ! by thine Almighty arm, 
Which faves in danger and ſecures from harm ; 3 
Upholds in ſickneſs and ſupports in grief, 20 
In ev'ry trouble gives a ſure relief ; wha 
Which ſhall at laſt my ſtaff of Somtort f prove, 
And bear my foul (thro” Grace *) to realms of 
love. + 


As ſome poor thoughtleſs youth unlearnt in ſing 


When ſtrong unruly paſſions rage within; 235 
(Whilſt 


Romans viii. 38, 39, a true chriſtian is warranted 
to o hope for ſalvation through the merits and mediation 
of a once cruciſied but now exalted Lord. | 


* n love; all joy in giving joy. 
Dr. Pug 


\ 


1 


. 5 
{ Whilft Pleaſure courts him with her firen ſmiles; 
And Vice enſures. him with her treacherous 
5 wiles 3 *) | 12110 
Is checkt at firſt by modeſt: bluſbing —_ 
And inexperienc'd trembles at the name; 
In doubt and fear he ſlowly goes aſtray, 30 
Till conſcience harden'd he forgets to pray, 
And e good impreſſion fins away. + 


So on the margin of the brook I ſtand, 
But half reſolv'd to quit the ſafer land; 
_ Shiv? ring awhile th' inverted landſcape view, 35 
And undetermin'd know not which te do; 
At length by ſlaw degrees J leave the ſhore, 
And plunging eng fear the depth no eine 


Huncs early tearn to banifh from within, 
The firſt tho“ ſmall appearances of ſin; 40 
Far from thy breaſt thy darting vice. remove, Si | 
Shun bad companions left they fatal prove; 4 5 
5 * - * 8 „ 


—_—_— cat 4 —_ — —— 
*** 6— * _ * S *” A 


e e . fy | 4 

+ John xii. 40. Matthew xi. 15. on 38 1 

Youth can never be teo cautious of finkal Sade 
ances at their firſt fetting out in life; a great deal 
depends on what company they keep, and 1 


C ˙ A ns lgtontyy bas Dated 
7 1 Corinthians v. Il. | £5 SARA 
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8 
Dare not to parley with th' infernal foe, 
Nor think no further but thus far to go; “ 
Of this deceit, young man, in time beware, 45 
For 'tis in youth, a common tho' deſtructive ſnare. 
&« He that once ſins, like him who flides on ice, 


& Goes ſwiftly down the ſlipp'ry paths of vice; 


* Tho conſcience checks him, yet thoſe rubs 


gone o'er, 
He fins ſecurely and looks back no more. 50 
4e III habits gather by unſeen degrees, 
ye As brooks make rivers, POR to ſeas. 4” 


CLEA\DER thus, that noble gen” rous youth, 


Was firſt deluded to forſake the truth ; 
Then vile aſſociates robb'd his tender mind, 55 


4 


Of all impreſſions of a virtuous kind ; / 

The ſabbath-day with theſe he would profane, - 

While drunkenneſs and harlots prov'd his bane. f 
N - - His 


'® Proverbs iv. 1415 chap. ri. 9, 28. 
+ Remember, youth, no one ever became abandon'd 


all at once, but many have had great cauſe to rue their 


firſt deviations from the paths of virtue and ſobriety. 
I Sabbath breaking, debauchery and wine, have 
been confeſt by numbers of unhappy young fellows, 


the «firſt. and principal reaſons " weis coming to an 


untimely end. 


1 
His pious father view'd him with concern, 1 
And often weeping beg'd. him to return; 60 
But vice too ſadly reign'd in every part, ® 1 
Which quickly broke a ſorrowing mother's heart; 
Who thus in tears th' unhappy youth addreſt, 
* Attend,. Cleander, to my laſt requeſt. 
© Before too late; forſake your evil ways, 6 5 


For they have ſhorten'd your poor mother s 
days: + 

« O might I live to ſee my darling ſon 

6 „ Incline to virtue (but God's. will be done; 

< In ſongs of praiſe I'd ſpend my lateſt breath, 

t And truſting in my Saviour, welcome death. 30 

£3 


* 


- * * 
* 7 


* 7 A 


Jo deliberate with fin, is like a moth flying about 
a candle, which it ſeldom, if ever, does long * 
heing burnt. | 3 


+ If parents would hs more ſolicitous for the morals 
- of their children, and concern'd to eſtabliſh their tender 
minds in the love and practice of religion and virtue,  _ | 
by a pious example and admonitions, they would be | 
well rewarded for their trouble, 1 in beholding the happy . 
effects of ſuch an education, in the lives and conver, 
ſation of their offspring. Proverbs xxii. 6, 


: 


„„ 
« Lord! grant whene'er- 1 leave this world 
of ſtrife, 

5 My drath may prove my y for s eternal life; 
Then overcome with grief ſhe turn'd aſide, 
And juſt was heard to ſay farewell, and died. 
Twas now too late, the Joſt Cleander found 75 
His hopes in vain to heal the fatal wound, 
Which ſin had made within his tainted breaſt, 
By vice polluted, and with crimes oppreſt; 
The thoughtleſs youth too harden'd to amend, 
And through imprudence left by ev'ry 

| friend, 80 
Soon met a juſt but ignominious end. 


| Tavs Satan triumphs, when he brings the ſoul, 
From ſmaller crimes * to ſin without controul; 
The young and gay by tempting pleaſures won 7 
To ſeek the company they ought to ſhun, 85 . 
Are firſt deluded, and are then. undone, 4 


he.) 


| PRorrrious Heay'n, in mercy deign to ſmile, 
On ev'ry youth of Britain's happy le; 
O may their tender hearts to good incline, 
Grow as the on rn and flouriſh 2 as the vine; go 
4 Er Ns When 


0 


T 2s 


* Nemo repente fuit turpiſſimus. Hebrews iii. 13. 


i 


K 
When hell attempts to make them go aſtray, 
Omniſcient Father | guide their early way 
Direct their ſteps to virtue's bleſt abode, 
And may religion lead their ſouts to God. 


Now let me ſoar on Forex $ eagle wing, 5 
And in more rural numbers ſtrive to ſing 
Thuy beauties, Richmond, and thy green retreats, | 
“At once the Monarch's and the Muſcs ſeats ©. 
W hoſe. lofty hill commarttls on ev'ry fide, ' '- 
A view of Nature in her ſylvan pride, ® 109 
Here verdant fields and flow'ry meadows riſe, 
There azure mountains touch the bending ſkies; 
Whilſt far beneath, the Thames meand'ring flows,” 
Whoſe filver ſtream a heav*n inverted ſhows 3  / 
And as it gently glides, on either hand, Ae ; 
Diſpenſes bleflings thro” our fertile land: 
Thus for the poor, the ſtarving, and dre, 
May charity abound in every breaſt; + x 
And genuine godlineſs, without c controul, 
Flow like this ample ſtream i in ey v'ry foul, 110 
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Read 0 deſcription of Richmond gil in Thom- 
| fon? s Summer, line 1406. 
5 I Corinthians XiV. 1. 2 Cor. 8 7. 8. 
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(- 56. 
Ye fortune's fay'rites, who abound in wealth, 
And ye more bleſt, enjoying conſtant health ; 


Let this your chief your greateſt pleaſure be, | 


From want or pain to ſet the wretched free; 3 
And ſhow your gratitude | for mercies giv” n, 11 15 | 
By charity to men and thanks to Heay” n. * 


WaaT PUP e, all reg] appear, 
Dreſt in the liv'ry of the ſmiling year; 
Where'er I turn my eager wand'ring eyes, 
New ſcenes delight me and new proſpects riſe: 120 
On yonder ſpot majeſtic Windſor's ſeen, 

W hoſe ſtately Foreſt deck't in chearful green, 
Shall ever flouriſh in immortal Jlaye,: 

While Pope's harmonious numbers ſpeak. its praiſe; 
The ſiſter hills at diſtance I deſcry, 125 


There lofty Harrow lifts its ſpire on high : + 


In every part freſh beauties riſe to view, 
The varied proſpects ſill are ever new; 


— — 


Like 


— — 


* | Epheſians v. 20. Coloſſians iv. 17. 1 Corin- 
thians xiii. 
Now to the ſiſter hills that ſkirt her plain, 
To lofty Harrow now, and now to where 
Nn Windſor lifts his princely brow. 


T hom/on. | 


| 


m3 
Like the ſweet truths the ſacred Scriptures yield, 
On Contemplation's mount, by faith reveal'd; 130 
From which believers daily comfort gain, 
A balm for ey'ry wound, a cure for ev'ry pain. * 


Sar, happy Chriſtian (for thou ſure muſt know) 
What inward pleaſures from religion flow ? 
Pleaſures as laſting, as they're truly ſweet, 1 35 
The ſprings of joy unfading and compleat. 
Both worlds ſhe freely promiſes to give, - 

To thoſe alone who by her precepts live; 
This world with all things really good and great, 
And life eternal in a fyture ſtate, + _ - £40 
| Pleas'd with the ſcenes which all around appear, 3. 
Fain would I hold a peaceful dwelling here, \ 
Whilſt genial ſummer rules the changing year. | : 


Far from the town, remote from noiſe and ſtrife, 


Here let me ve a pleaſant country life ; 54 145 
6 Be 


* 2 Peter i. 4. Romans viii. 17. 

+ 1 Timothy iv, 8. vi. 6. 

O far from cities my abode remove, | 
Io realms of innocence and peace and love. 


| Brown on the Univerſe, 
And if unblam'd my fond deſires might plead, 
A little cottage on the lonely mead 


X Should be my choice. Brown on the Ukiewf. | 


(658) 

Be this delightful hill my calm abode, 
To ſtudy Nature and converſe with God. 
Here, while the pleaſing landſcapes I ſurvey, 
(Which court my fancy and invite my ſtay; 
Hills, valleys, meads, and vonder winding 

ſtream, e A 
The rural ſubjects of my * 1 
0 may my thoughts (as trees ſhoot upward) riſe, 
Above the region of theſe lower ſkies. 
And dwell on things celeſtial and divine, 
Whilſt pure devotion runs thro' every line. 153 


TMMORTAL Father, all creation's Lord |! 
Who form'd the Heavens by thy pow'rful word, 
And made the earth for man's peculiar care, 
The ſea for fiſhes, and for birds the air, 

Who clothes the helds with graſs or ripening 
corn, 160 

The reader's mind with inward grace adorn, 

Thy ſacred image on his heart impreſs, 

And clothe his ſoul in Jeſu's Righteouſneſs, 

As yonder hills appear to meet the ſky, * 

May his affections thus aſcend on high; 


* 


ey" os * 


—_— 


* Higbgate and Hampſtead. 


* 


( 07 
And raig'd by Ghats on wings of faith and love, 
Tho here below, appear to live above; * 
While preſſing forward in his chriſtian courſe, 
(Like yonder river haſt'n ning to its ſource 1) 1 


Do thou, O God ! his help and ſhield appear; wo : 


(And as a plenteous harveſt erowns the year) 
May ſure ſacceſs on all his dealings wait, 


And glory og his cope ina "ue n 


Bur lo! l the ſun is 1 to "oa CY | 
In all the grandeur of a monarch dreſt; 175 
Now is the time to walk the neighb'ring fields, 
(While every breeze refreſhing coolneſs yields ;) 
To ſeek the plains or thro? the meadows ftray, * 
While yon bright orb emits a yellower ray, 179 3 
And length'ning ſhadpws ſhow declining day. . } 


27 ff 


Coloſſians iii. 2. | + The Thames. 

f... ne - 

The ſkies yet bluſhing with departing light, 
When falling dews with ſpangles deck'd the glade, 
And the low ſun had lengthen'd every ſhade. , 

| Pope. 
Now the day wears, the ſun- beams faintly bound, 
And taller ſhadows es along the ground. 


* 


. _ * 
. — — 
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Blackmore, : 
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Daniel xii. 2. John v. 29. 


( & * 
Tbus life, with all its joys, when death is near, 
Will but a ſhadow in itſelf appear, * 
To an eternity of bliſs or woe, 
To which the unimbodied ſoul muſt go; 
For after death two ſtates alone remain, 185 
Eternal pleaſure, or eternal pain. + 1 
Then aſk thyſelf, nor think the queſtions ſtrange, 
Am I prepar'd. to meet the awful change? 


Have I believ'd in Chriſt the finner's friend? 
Do I on him or on myſelf depend | * 190 


Have 1 acknowledg'd God in all my ways ? t 
In ev'ry word and action liv'd his praiſe ? 

Is fin my hatred, godlineſs my aim ? 

Am I in life a chriſtian as in name ? 

Dol adorn' the döctrines I believe? 195 
Or by hypocriſy my ſoul deceive ? 8 ; ; 
How have my fleeting hours been daily ſpent, 


In every ſtation have I learn't content 7 


What 


_ 


+ Matthew xxv. 46. 
—# Proverbs iii. 6, 


1 Chronicles xxix. 15. 


& Matthew xvi. 26. chap. xxiv. 51. 
Seeming devotion, does but gild a knave, 
That's neither faithful, honeſt, juſt nor brave; 


But where religion does with virtue join, 
It makes an hero like an angel ſhine. Waller. 


1 5 5 


What folid ground have I to hope at laſ tt. 


God will forgive my fins and follies paſt? 200 
Let every reader thus without delay, ths 
With ſelf-examination cloſe each day. * 


Is life a ſhadow ? are our days a ſpan ? 
W hat then is frail and feeble creature man ? 


A worm of earth whoſe race will ſoon be 


1 
. — wü —— 


Der, En 
Alive to-day, to-morrow ſeen no more. + 


That time is ſhort, the Scriptures oft declare, \ 
Then for eternity let all prepare ; | 


— TIEN 


Our 


" » * 
»„—— 


nt. 


Nor let ſoft lumber cloſe thine eyes, 

Before you've recollected thrice, 

The train of actions thro? the day, 

Where have my feet choſe out their way ? 
What have 1 learnt where'er Pve-been ? 

From all I've heard, from all I've ſeen? _ 
What know I more that's worth the knowing ? | 
What have I done that's worth the doing ? IM 
What have I ſought; that I ſhould has ? | | 
Or into what new follies run? 
What duties have I left undone ? 0 
Theſe ſelf. enquiries are the road, 

That lead to virtue and- to God. 


Watts 5 Aiſha of the Mind. 


Vide 1 on min 
+ * xiv. 1, 2, 12. ; 


228 


a 2 
Our — years (like evening er 
__ portend 


4 | The Fea of our -— near its end; 210 
| 


Improve the preſent moments ere they fly, 


None are too old to mend, or young to die.“ 


Tux air ſerene invites the chearful ſwain, 
From daily toil to ſeek the verdant plain, 
There join'd by 1 youths, in harmleſs 

play _ . 1 215 
And rural games, to ſpend the falling day. 
Now gloomy woods or pathleſs meadows prove, 
The lonely haunts of ſolitary love, + 


While evening draws her ſhadowy curtains round, 
And filence reigns o'er all the duſky ground. t 
Ag 


F 


* Eccleſiaſtes Xi. 9, 10. chap. xii. 1. | 
+. - - Now from the world, 
Sacred to ſweet retirement, lovers ſteal. 


| e 

Io glimmering ſhades and ſympathetic glooms 

; Where the dun umbrage o'er the falling ſtream 
Romantic hangs, there thro' the penſive doſk 
Strays, in heart-thrilling meditation loſt, 
indulging all to love. 5 | Thonſon. 

4 Now came ill evening on, and twilight grey, 

Had in her ſober liv'ry all things clad. Milton. 


- 


| ( 63 ) 
As now declines the ſplendid, orb of day, 22x 
T he weſtern clouds a'beauteous ſcene diſplay, * 
Some cloth'd in purple, others ting'd with gold, | 
Whoſe various ſhapes. romantic views unfold ; 
Here edg'd with erimſon fleecy waves appear, 225 
There bluſhing ruins deck the ruddy ſphere, 
While hills on hills to mimick fancy riſe, 
And rural landſkips paint the glowing ſkies z + 
Till with'the ſetting ſun's diverging rays, 173 
The pleaſing proſpect into ſmoke decays. 230 
Now to the woods the tuneful birds repair, | 
And lull'd to fleep their warbling ſongs forbear, 
Home from the meads return the weary'd ſwains, 
Wile flocks and herds lie dumb ring on the plains. 


No 


8 I 1 »„„ e 
— 


2... T The ſhiſting clouds 
Aſſembled gay, a richly gorgeous train 
In all their pomp, attend his ſetting throne. 
4 His rays play upward, in the fleecy clouds 
That ſwiftly penciPd, dreſs a mimic ſcene 
In fancy's eye, of groves, and whiten'd Alps, 
And towers romantic, rear'd compleat, or waſte 
In ruin'd majeſty, with interſpate | 
Of golden Ether and Elyſian plain. 
1 5  —_ s er Thoughts. 


64 
Now chilling dews lament departing light, 235J 
And diſtant proſpects vaniſh from the ſight, 
While ſober ev'ining yields the world to night; 
As filent darkneſs ſpreads her black'ning veil, 
O'er meadows, hills, and every verdant dale; 
The vary'd ſcene around me, gradual fades, 240 
And all creation's wrapt in deep'ning ſhades ; * 
So when ſharp pains the night of death declare, 
The ſoul is often whelm'd in dark deſpair, 
And as the ſhades conceal each pleaſing view, 
Diſtreſſing doubts and fears his hopes ſubdue; 245 
Alarm his conſcience, raiſe an inward ſtrife, 


Increaſe his ee and but end with life. + 
| . \ 


Tx HUS died poor A the young and brave, 
Eſtrang'd to virtue, and to vice a ſlave, 
Who early fell. (through paſſion” s conquering 
wiles) _ "$40 - 
A hapleſs victim to the harlot's ſmiles, + 
In 


WP A —_—_ ” 


8 — 


* Night, ſable goddeſs ! from her ehh throne 
In rayleſs majeſty, now ſtretches forth 
Her leaden rene o'er a ſlumb' ring world. 


Yoang, 
4 See the death bs Fi rancis Spira. 


1 Proverbs v. Sch to the 11th verſe. 5 


AX 8 7 
In taſte a libertine, in temper gay, 
Immers'd in pleaſures and to luſt a prey ; 
Deaf to advice, foe to himſelf alone, * | 
In actions headſtrong, and to folly prone. 25 5 
Thoughtleſs of God and of a future ſtate, 
Thus unprepar'd he met his wretched fate; 
His handſome perſon was his greateſt ſnare, 
This made him court and courted by the fair, 


Fond of intrigue, he was at heart a rake, 260 


Wont to deceive, then ruin, then forſake ; 
A fatal wound one evening prov'd his end, 
The cauſe of vice endeav'ring to defend; 


Three hours he linger'd in the greateſt pain, 


While ev'ry art was try'd, but try'd in vain. 265 


. N 
4 


O sax, what words his fear of death could tell, 
When fill'd with dread he cry'd, Im doom'd 


e hell; | 
1 «© To 


133 ESD: —_ VE — 


4 


* Tho? the example of vicious men may be (and too 
often is) fatal to thoſe around them, yet they muſt be 
reckon'd by the Chriſtian (while perſiſting in the ways 
of ſin) fighting againſt zhem/elves, and in the end will 
be found the greateſt enemies of their own ſouls. The 


vices of ſome men hurt none but thoſe who practiſe 
them, 


* 


** 
n 
* 


{ 6 J 


&« To live with devils in eternal woe, “ 


« Without one gleam of hope; for God's my foe: + 
<« Pm loſt forever ; Whither ſhall I fly ? 270 
« I want a Saviour, but no friend is nigh;“ 
Then breath'd his laſt, unfit to live or die. 
From ſuch examples let the living know, 

&« Virtue alone is happineſs below ;” 

Vice its own puniſhment will ever prove ; 275 
Religion only leads to realms above. 


S1LENT as. Nature overſpread with ſhades, 
While not a ſound the MEMOS ear invades, | 


2 Still 


However the young and gay may ſpend their hours 
in the eager purſuit of faſhionable amuſements and un- 
Jaw{ul pleaſures, unmindful of an hereafter, let fick- 
neſs, pain, and the terrors of death overtake them, and 
they will readily own their folly, and earneſtly wiſh to 
be forgiven (it may be) too late. 


Cave Fuvenis, nam tuum periculum eft 1 or guam 
cogitas. | 
+ I will laugh at their calamity, and mock when their 
fear cometh. Proverbs i. 26, 27, 28. 
f Silence, how dead! and darkneſs how profound! 
Nor eye nor liſt'ning ear an object finds; 
Creation ſleeps. | 
85 Ew'n ſilent night proclaims my ſoul immortal; 
Ev'n ſilent night proclaims eternal day. Young. 


6 ] 
Still as ereation in the depth of night, 
(When ghaſtly dreams the guilty ſoul affright) 280 
So true believers calmly finiſh life, 
Unknown to trouble, free from inward ſtriſe; | 
Thus well affur'd whatever is, is beſt, ® © 
They die in peace and enter into reſt f. 


So may'ſt thou tread death's gloomy cypreſs 
vale ; 285 
By faith ſupported all its ala bail; ß 
And ripe for Heav'n leave every comfort here, 
Without a ſigh, a murmur, or a tear, 
Thus happy Theron late refign'd his breath, 
Firſt gave his ſoul to God, then weleom'd 
; MAB +: ne 230 
Long did he walk in true Religion? $ ways, 
His works were charity, his words were praiſe z 
His actions virt'ous, godlineſs his aim, 
His only glory was in Jeſu's name; 
Of temper chearful, of a generous mind, 295 
Friend to the wretched, to the needy kind, | 
| F2 . Juſt 


88 


Romans viii. 28. f Ifaiah xxvi. 3. 
A Hebrewn th. 
His hand the good man faſtens on the ſkies, 
And bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl. 
= bung: 


„ 
Juſt in his dealings, upright and ſincere, 


To vice a ſtranger, and from folly clear, 

The Scriptures were his true unerring guide; 
He liv'd a chriſtian, and a chriſtian died, 300 
And now triumphant dwells with ſaints above, 
In bliſsful realms of everlaſting love.“ 


\ 


Hence, reader, lay theſe words to heart, 

Not he who acts the greate/? part, | 

But he who acts the beſt, will be 305 
The happieſt man eternally. + 


_ — — ct ——_ —— 6 


* Matthew xxv. 46. John v. 29. 
+ Adds x. 34, 35- Deuteronomy x. 17. 1 Peter i. 17. 


END or THE THIRD Book, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


14 9 NLIGHT deſeril'd; Spirits, the time 

.of their appearance, their exiſtence chiefly ideal; 
permitted only on ſome extraordinary occaſions ; an 
addreſs to Contemplation ; the Moon an emblem of 
faith; Life, a dream; the value of bleſſings known 
by their loſs ; the great Creator of heaven and earth, 


the believer's guide and defence; à comfortable 


thought under Miction ; the neceſſity of early re- 
pentance urg d, from the conſideration of the uncer- 


tainty of life, and the certainty of death; night. 


ending in day; affiiftions the way to glory, a firong 
argument for reſignation and contentment under divine 
diſpenſations ; the clock ſtriking ; its addreſs to man; 
night uſeful as day; troubles neceſſary as health ; 
concluſion. | 


4 


5 _ ry 1 Ee PE TO OR © WOT 4.467 . © E ” 
Sa I Wot F ES et a ra 3 B48; 2 
Dir 2 5 2 FS Cas C 1 98 
8 oe SY: 3 5 2 & 


+3 
M4 
{4 
"=D 
= 
5 
we 
1 
{+ 4 


* ＋ e nn 
3s; 1 n 
D 8 


THE 
RURAL CHRISTIAN; 


OR, THE 
PLEASURES or RELIGION. 


BOOK THE FOURTH. 
B EHOLD! to ſooth the rugged brow of 
night, 
The moon ariſing yields a flver light, | 
And twinkling ſtars unnumber'd deck the ſphere, 
While rural ſcenes in ſhadowy robes appear. * 
Now is the time when reſtleſs ghoſts are ſaid 5 
To haunt the tombs or ſtalk along the glade, 


Or ſeek the ruins of ſome mould'ring tow'r, + | 


Where owls ſcream hideous thro' the midnight 
hour, be aa 

But treat ſuch notions with a juſt diſdain, 

As mere deluſions of a ſickly brain, 9 


F4 bo Tao! 


IEF IE 13 et. os. de that 2 1 Iz 
. => —_ — rr TO _— © _— — n 


* 1 


— 883 reigns 
Full orb d, the moon, and wich more pleaſing ight 
Shadowy ſets off the face of things, - Milton. 


+ See Hervey on the Night, page 50. 
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Such ſpectres only in the fancy dwell, + 


| (72 }) 

THo' *tis confeſt that ſuch appear'd of old, 
Some great momentous ſecret to unfold, 
By Heav'n's command ; on gracious errands ſent, 
To clear the guiltleſs, or ſome guilt prevent, 
We're not to judge (as many do) from hence, 15 
They viſit earth on every light pretence; 
Oft at the chambers of the reſtleſs wait, 
As the appointed meſſengers of fate; 
Or in the ghaſtly veſtments of the dead, 


Haunt the lone manſion, * or thro' meadows 


3 


tread, | 20 
And nightly terrify the weary ſwain, 
(As home returning o'er the dewy plain) 
In various ſhapes, as village ſtories tell ; 


Ideal ghoſts, which but exiſt in thought, | 25 
And haunt thoſe heads alone, with idle whimſies 
fraught, 5 1 

i WHILE 


* 


” EF lonely tower 
| Is alſo ſhunn'd ; whoſe mournful chambers hold, 
So night-ſiruck fancy dreams, the yelling ghoſt. 


, 1 T homſon's Summer. 


17 Now the timorous imagination teems with phan- 
toms, and creates numberleſs terrors to itſelf. 


 Herwey on Night. 


1 


WHILE ſome weak minds with apparitions 


teem, 
And in their fleep, of horrid phantoms dream, 
Come, ſacred Contemplation ! aid my theme, 
Help me to meditate Jehovah's praiſe, 30 
Whoſe. wond'rous works demand my higheſt lays. 


Bur hark] what ſounds my raviſh'dears delight, 
And charm the ſilence of the peaceful night, * 
From, yonder grove ? (at noon my cool retreat, 


From rain a ſhelter, and a ſhade from heat.) 35 


Tis the ſweet Nightingale's melodious ſtrains, 
Night's lone muſician ; warbler of the plains ; + 
W hoſe pleaſing notes the ſhades of evening chear, 
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While genial Summer rules the changing year. 1 
So when the Chriſtian's overwhelm'd with grief, 40 
Hope chears his ſorrows, yields a kind relief; 


\ 


Softens 


Al things are baſh'a, as Nate 8 ſelf lay dead. 
The mountains ſeem to nod their drowſy. head; 
The little birds in dreams their ſongs repeat, 
And ſleeping flow rs beneath the night-dew ſweat. 
- 


+ The warbling MR > a 
Tunes ſweeteſt her love- labour'd ſong. 
2. She all night long her am'rous deſcant ſings, 
Trills her * warbled notes the ſummer long. 1 
\ Milten. | 4 


( 74 ) 
Softens his pain, and comfort will impart, 
While love to Chriſt poſſeſſes all his heart. 


In ſolemn pomp, the moon with borrow'd ray, 
Rides thro? the Heav'ns, and ſheds a ſofter day. 45 
While fix'd and planetary orbs around, 
With living ſpangles deck the blue profound. 
Majeſtic ſcene ! where worlds on worlds appear, 
And ſtarry diamonds animate the ſphere ; 
- (To pilgrims oft a pleaſing welcome ſight,) 50 
; And kindly diſſipate the gloom of night. * 
So when the pious Chriſtian, near his end, 
1 For ſtrength and ſuccour does on Chriſt depend; 
True faith lights up the dreary vale of tears, 
His ſoul enlivens and becalms his fears, F 55 


1 


Removes 


„ . . h 


* 
1 


* As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
O'er Heav'n's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light, 


? 
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ei her throne the vivid planets roll, 
And ftars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; 


» 6 
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The conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the fight, 
Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light, 
g Pope's Homer. 
+ Epheſians ii. 8, 1 1 Peter, 5, 6,7, 8, 9. John 
xi. 25, 26. 
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58 
Removes his doubts, and teaches him to ſing, 
Where's, grave, thy victory? and where, death, 
_ thy ſting? 
While full of hopes he hears the welcome call, 
And thro' his Saviour triumphs over all. * 


- 
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As the moon receives its light from the ſun, and will 
be of no ſervice to us after death; fo faith receives 
ſtrength and vigour from the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and 
at death will be turn'd into viſion. 

| Tis faith difarms deſtruction. = Yr, oung. 
See Hervey on the Tombs, page 87, 88. 
* 1 Corinthians xv. 55, 6, 7. 
| The dying Chriſtian's farewell. 
1 Farewell my deareſt friends, I muſt away, 
q Death calls me hence, I can no longer ftay ; 
: Farewell my tranſient comforts here below, 
Chriſt bids me welcome, to his Heav'n I go; 
Farewell my ſorrows, and adieu my orief, 
To every trouble, death's a kind relief ; 
Farewell my fading joys, I go to prove 
The endleſs pleaſures of the ſaints above; 
Farewell my pains, be gone my riſing fears, 
In Heav'n there's neither ſorrow, grief, nor tears; 
All earthly happineſs I now reſign, | 
| Vain world farewell, but welcome joys divine. 


To me to live i is Chriſt, and to die is gain. 
Philippians i. 21. 
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( 76 } 


Tx nat'ral man, by ſin in darkneſs bound, 60 


Does not receive the goſpel's joyful ſound, 
Withh eart- felt pleaſure and with true delight, - 
Till (as the moon ariſing chears the night) 
Faith gives of Jeſus an enlivening ſight ; 
Then every promiſe in the Scriptures ſown, 65 
He (by appropriation) makes his own, | 
And thro? the Spirit's teachings, mounts on high, 
Truſts in the Lord, and learns to live and die, * 


Tus life's a e with all its tranſient j Joys 3+ 
Like airy bubbles blown by wanton boys, 70 


Whoſe various colours pleaſe their gazing eyes, 
But burſt and yaniſh ere they're taught to riſe ; 
Thus all our fleeting comforts here below, 
Which earth can give or heav'n itſelf beſtow, 
Are but of ſhort duration, quickly Mo 78 
By ſickneſs blaſted, or by grief decay d; 

By ſorrows wither'd, or by death deſtroy'd, 
They're gone forever ere they're well enjoy'd. 


Hence 


* Jobn vi. 63. Romans viii. 1, 5, 13, 14. 


+ James iv. 14. Job vii. 1, 6, 16. chap. viii. g. 
Pſalm xc, 5, 6, 10. Pſalm cii. 11. cili. 15. 
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4 9 
Hence learn to fix your thoughts on things above, 

Make not the world the object of your love, & 80 

But dwell on joys immortal and divine, + 

And may thoſe joys eternally be thine ! | f 
Of the beſt bleſſings men enjoy on earth, | 


IFRS 2 "AE e 
enn "x A 
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They by their loſs, are often taught their worth; 
} Thus in affliction, health is chiefly priz'd, 85 

n The dead eſteem'd, who living were deſpis'd; 
And time, moſt precious time, recall'd in vain, t f 4 


While godlineſs (too late) is counted gain. 


; | DELUDED mortals, flee the baits of ſenſe, _ 
Purſue not pleaſures at your ſoul's expence; 9o 
. Think 


La 


Y * 1 John ii. 15, 16, 17. f Coloflians iii. 2, 3. 
Looſe then from earth the graſp of fond deſire, 
Weigh anchor, and ſome happier clime explore. 
a 22 Young. © 
I OT OR RH ᷑ß 
HFeav'n's on their wing; a moment we may wiſh, 
When worlds want wealth to buy; bid day ſtand till, 
Bid him drive back his car, recal, retake 
Fate's haſty prey ; implore him, reimport 
The period paſt, regive the given hour. | 
= Night Thoughts. | 
Lorenzo! O for yeſterdays to come. Night II. 
5 | | a, 


* 


„ 

Think on the ſhortneſs of the preſent ſtate, } 
Prepare in time to meet approaching fate, 
For, Oh! the dangerous folly to be wiſe too { 

late, * 4 
Hear for thy comfort, poor believing ſoul, 
O'er whom the waves of whelming ſorrow roll; 95 
Th' Almighty He ! who made this ample ſky, 
With all theſe num'rous pendant worlds on high; 
Is thy protector, and eternal friend; 
On whom thou may'ſ in every grief depend, 
Who has declar'd thou ſhalt receive no ill, 100 


Without his knowledge or againſt his will, 
And when afffictions ſhall. his ſaints befal, 


Has promis'd graciouſly to hear their call. + 


O then, thrice happy ſoul, aſſuage thy grief, 

He will at all times be thy ſure relief; 105 
Thy God's thy Glory who preſerves thy ways, 
Strive thou to live as well as ſpeak his praiſe. 
Still 


I a » 2 the 


Tbe * of death alone, the es deſtroys ; ; 
A diſaffection to that precious thought 
Is more than midnight darknefs on the ſoul, 
Which ſleeps beneath it, on a precipice, 
Puff'd off by the firſt blaſt, and loſt forever. 
Young, Night V. 
+ I a x. 13. Matthew x. 30. Pſalm 
. 19. 8 | | | 


1 

Still for thy further conſolation know, 

The Lord, for wiſeſt ends, appoints thee woe; 

To wean thee from the world, thy patience 
prove, * 1:44 hal” 

To ſhow thy ſonſhip and a father's love. + 

Does life, with all our frail enjoyments here, 

But as a ſhadow or a dream appear ? 

Is day far ſpent, and is the night at hand 

W hich neither youth nor riches can withſtand? x15 

(That awful night of death, which ſets us free, 

When mortal puts on immortality, + 

That dernier lep which ends our joys below, 
From which we wake to happineſs or woe 

That knows no end?) Then ſtrive without 

delay, 120 

To gain eternal life; work while tis 4 $ i: ::51 

No 


* 1 Hebrews xii. 5, 6, 7, and 8th verſes, together 

with the 11th. Revelations iii. 19. 2 Corinthians 

Iv. 17. 1 Peter i. 4, 7, 8, 9. you V. 17, 19. 
+ Proverbs iii. 11, 12. 


Good when he gives, ſupremely good, 
Nor leſs when he denies, 
E'en croſſes from his ſov'reign hand, 
Are bleſſings in diſguiſe. Hervey. 
4 1 Corinthians xv. 53. Job xxx. 232. 
$ John ix. 4. | 
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Now is th accepted time, receive the grace 


In Scripture offer'd to a guilty race; * 
Do what thou haſt to do with all thy might, | 
Left this thy day ſhould cloſe in endleſs night, + 12 5 
- Seek true repentance and religion prize, 
* youth, in manhood, and in age be wiſe. 1 
Does one dread night of ſure unerring fate, 
The young, the old, the rich, the poor await'? $ 
(When we muſt ſleep a ſleep ne'er iept | 
before, 130 
While fancy ſhall diſtreſs nor bier us more; 
But all our viſionary dreams be o'er :) 
Then hear, ye youths, unthinking, vain, and gay, 
% Who drink the ſpirit of the golden day,” 
e pleaſure s vot'ries, and ye ſlaves of ſenſe, 135 
By ſin no longer dare Omnipotence; 
Think 


2 Corinthians vi. 2. Iſaiah xlix. 8. 

+ Eccleſiaſtes ix. 10. | 

t Romans xvi. 19. Epheſians v. 15, 16. Coloſ- 
ſians iv. 5. Proverbs iii. 13, to the 17th verſe. 


| |; Religion's all; deſcending from the ſkies 


To wretched man ; the goddeſs in her left 
Holds out hi. * and i in her right the next. | 
i T oung. 
$ Numbers xvi. 29. 
This alludes to rt or e dreams. 


{ 8 = * | 
Think how uncertain" 8 life, 1 death how ſure," 
Take heed of little ſins, that fatal lure, 
And know they” re neareſt danger, who are mo/? 


Feurr: 5 ; 


SURE as day ends in night, night ends in | 
day, 140 

While morn ariſing drives the ſhades away ; | 
Let not the chriſtian under grief deſpair; 
But every pain with reſignation bear; 
For thro' afflictions true believers riſe, 
To endleſs happineſs beyond the ſkies ; ly 145 
Thus as the darkneſs ends it leads to light, 
The fineſt day ſucceeds the blackeſt night, 
Then, O thou troubled ſoul, complain no more, 
But what thou can'ſt not underſtand adore; | 
G 'Is 


* Moſt ſecure in their own opinions; for the danger 
of temptations overcoming the ſoul, ariſes from an in- 
ward (tho? falſe) perfuafion of our own ability to with- 
ſtand them. 

+ 2 Corinthians iv. 17. Acts xiv. 22. Comfort 
and conſolation ean never be too often ſuggeſted to a 
troubled and deſponding ſoul. Iſaiah lxi. I, 2, 3. 
chap. . 

t The ways of Providence are : dark and intricate, 
Our underſtanding ſearches them in vain, 


Is pain thy lot, preſume not to repine, 1 500 
To God thy ſoul and all concerns reſign, : 
For thou art his, and he is ever thine. “* 


Bur hark! methinks I hear the bell ſtrike one, 
The ſound proclaims, another day's begun; + 
Time ſwiftly flies, improve the moments lent, 155 
Prepare for death and huſband each event ; 
Think not to trifle with the Lord Moſt High, 
Believe and practiſe, or thou ſure muſt die; f 
Take heed of ſleeping on enchanted ground, 
Dream not of happineſs where ills abound; 160 
But know, tho' man to fancy here's a flave, 

*Tis all reality beyond the grave. $ 
5 Are 


2 
— 


® John xv. 16. 1 Cor. i. 27. 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 
Jeremiah xxxi. 33. chap. xxx. 22. Pſalm Ixxiii. 25. 
+ The bell ſtrikes one; we take no note of time 


But as it flies; to give it then a tongue 
Is wiſe in man. Young. 


1 John viii. 24. Revelations xxii. 14. James i. 22. 
$ Ecclefiaftes xi. 3, Habakkuk ii. 3. 

All, all on earth is ſhadow, all beyond 

Is ſubſtance; the reverſe is folly's creed: 

Hoy folid all, where change ſhall be no more! 


Young, 
2 


(07 
Ateslight and darkneſs neceſſary here, 
(Does night as uſeful as the day appear) 
So are afflictions, ſicknefs, pain, and woe, 165 
As health and pleaſure while we dwell below. 
Then ceaſe to murmur, poor benighted ſoul, 
O'er whom #Mi&ions on-aMictions roll; : 
Truſt in the Lord, make him alone your ſtay, 
He'll give thee ſtrength according to thy day; 
Thuy ſure ſupport and beſt phyſician prove, oi 
Firſt ſanctify aMiQions then remove, 
And land thee ſafe at laſt in realms above, + 


HeNce learn what bleſſings on the Chriſtian 

wait, | 

Both in the preſent and a future ſtate t 175 

The Lord's his God, his Guardian, Guide, and 
* riend, : 

Mercy and goodneſs on his ſteps attend; 

Eternal love his ſun and ſhield appears, 

In every danger to diſpel his fears; 

| | G 2 05 His 


1 — — 
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9 Deuteronomy xxxiii. 26. + John xvii. 24. chap. 
XIV. 2, 3. t Proverbs xi. 31. chap. xii. 21, 28. 


1 


0 
His beacon & prove thro? life's tempeſtuous ſea, 180 
And bliſsful portion in eternity.“ 


Do pleaſures from religion flow, 
Which only true believers know? 
Then let us all with one accord 


Seek, honor, love, and fear the Lord. 18 5 


ä 


„ — 
— 


$ A beacon is a light, placed on an eminence to 
prevent ſhipwrecks. 


Luke xxi. 28. Iſaiah lx. 19, 20. IF Romans 
vii. 28. Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11. | 


SOLEMN ADDRESS 
| To TRE: | 
EVER-PRESENT DEITY. 
AT HER of Nature, Land of heav'n and 


earth |! 
Who gave at firſt to every ſyſtem birth, 


By whoſe prolific word, all things were made, 
Who ever reigns on high, with light array'd, 
To Thee be endleſs adoration paid, 5 
* Tuou great Arbiter of life and death,“ 
Clouds are thy chariot, and the wind thy breath, 
In every thunder-clap thy voice we hear, 
In every lightning's flaſh behold thy ſpear; 
The ſun derives its vital heat from Thee, 10 
And bears reſemblance to thy majeſty; 
The moon and ſtars, by thy benign command, 
Soften the ſhades when night o 2 the land, 
G3. The 
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(6) 
The earth's thy footſtool and the heav'n's thy 
| throne, 

All creatures Thee, their great Creator own ; 1 5 
From Thee alone, exiſtence Man receives, 

By Thee created, and on Thee he lives 9 
To Thee alone our higheſt praiſe we owe, 

For all our bleſſings from thy bounty flow; 

The herds and flocks to T hee their voices raiſe, 20 

They low thy goodneſs and they bleat thy praiſe ; 

Trees, herbs, and flow'rs thy works aloud pro- 

claim, 

And birds melodious, warble forth thy name ; 
Snow, hail, and rain, obey thine awful nod, 

While all Creation echoes, Thou arr Gon“. 
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SYLVAN LETTERS; 
| DR, THE 


BENEFITS or RETIREMENT: 
Is PROSE AND VERSE. 


BY A YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 


Optimum vivere ad naturam. Cato. 


Ye woods and wilds receive me to your ſhade, 

Theſe ſtill retreats my contemplation aid; 

Ye groves and flow'ry vales in you we find 

The firſt unblemiſh'd joys for Man deſign'd. 
Nature does here, her virgin ſmiles afford, 

And ſhews us Paradiſe again reſtor'd. 

Our ſouls their former harmony acquire, 

And vexing Care and conſcious Guilt retire, 


ff 


Mrs. Roar. 
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To the READER. 


R? R AL Solitude is always choſen and 


preferred by the contemplative Man, before 


all the deluding ſcenes of pleaſure and feſtivity; 


however the gay, unthinking, and polite are 


charmed with the futile amuſements of the town, 


the mimickry of the theatres, or ſplendors of a 


ball. Thoſe who delight in the - calmneſs of 


reflection and ſerenity of thought, ſeek the peace- 


ful abodes of the country, and are pleaſed with 
the tranquillity of a Sylvan Retreat, according 
to the opinion of a celebrated Author *, which 
I beg leave to inſert in his ewn words in de- 


fence of my above afſertions. 


4 THE love of retirement has in all ages 
te adhered very cloſely | to thoſe minds, which 
© have been moſt enlarged by Enowledge, or 
£6 clevated * — 0 

„ Tos 


— 


— 


9 » Rambler, No. 7. 


(90) 

* THOSE who have enjoyed every thing that 
is generally ſuppoſed to confer happineſs, 
<« have been forced to ſeek it in the ſhades of 
ce privacy. Though they have poſſeſſed both 
& power and riches in abundance, and been 
& therefore ſurrounded by men, who conſidered 
“ it as their. chief intereſt to remove from 
© them every thing that might offend their 
& eaſe, ruffle their tranquillity, or interrupt: 
© their pleaſures; they have ſoon felt the 
5c languors of ſatiety, and found themſelves un- 
& able to purſue the race of life, except with fre- 
6 quent reſpirations of intermediate ſolitude,” 


Tux following letters exemplify, the happi- 
neſs of a country life, and contain matter for 
ſerious enquiry, as well as ſentiments of eyer- 
laſting moment and importance. May they be 
read with candour and received with attention; 


their foibles overlooked with the condeſcenſion 
of good- nature, and in the hands of an Almighty 
God, prove the eternal benefit and advan tage 
of every Reader, is the ardent prayer of 


„ Baldwin's Gardens, The AUTHOR. 


98 5 
"In . 4 & C- 


CONTENTS. 


LET TL SL 
F O M a young lady in the country to à relation 
» town, deſcribing her ſituation and rural em- 
ments, S 
* Err R 
To the ſame: Deſcribing a repoſitory or 11 place 
in a grove, with a deſerigeion of the latter. 98 


r 
To the ſame: Vith a deſcriptian fr noon, and a 
converſation that paſt between Miſs B. and ber an 
the receipt and peruſal f her laſt epiſtle. 102 
LEFT £0 FV. 


From a miniſter in the country to. a lady in tam, 
giving an account of the death of her daughter, 
with the melancholy ci * that attended it. 


me. 
LET T E R V. : 
From the miniſter's: daughter, after- her y to 


a young lady in town, with more particulars con- 

cerning the character and behaviour of the late 

Miſs M. concluding wi th ſome. refleftions on the 
importance of being always ready for tbe approach- 

ing change. 107 
LETTER VI. | 


To the ſame : With an epitaph an Miſe MA. made 
by a gentleman who. was in love with ber, con- 
cluding with reflections on the vanity of all ear thly 
0 oyments without hgalth.. g 112 


= 
* — N „ 


92 CONTENTS. 


LE TT ER Eh 


| T O the ſame : WWith an account of Mrs. M.: 


arrival at the miniſter's 0 and her behaviour 
on ſeeing ber daughter; a daſcription of her 

funeral, and the improvement to be made on ſuch 
alarming Providences. 116 


IL VII. 


From a gentleman lately retired into the country, to 
His friend in town, with his reaſons in defence of 
a retired life, concluding with reflections on hap- 
Pinęſs and contentment. 120 


LETTER IX. 


To the ſame: With an account of the manner he 


3 5 his time; concluding with an extract from 
Thamſon 5 Seaſons. ä b | I2 4 


„ Oy hs wn  W 9 
To the ſame : With further arguments in defence of 


a country life, and his charitable reſolution ; con- 
' cluding with reflections on the true uſe of riches. 1 28 


LEE 


From Mi ſs B. to a young lady in toton, inviting ber 
to ſpend the ſummer with her in the country, with 


à deſcription of the pleaſures of a rural life, in 


verſe. 131 
8 LET 


From Florimond to Alcander, his nephew, adviſe mg 


| him againſt the temptations which his ſituation 


© expoſed him ES - 36. 


LETTER XII. 


From Philander to Ariftus, a merchant, with an | 


account of his brother*s death, and the remarkable 


oe eech A made juſt before his 4 Hhlution, and the 
ppy change it had wrought in him. 1 38 


: n 
* ANY 2 . >< — nv 8 WS . i 
x 5 KEE 1 e r r 3 t 0 
. : - F I) BU erp IE ORAL CE COR ß OT pany 0 ONT 713 EITORS 23s ; wy, , 
. c ccc N $3 YE DOI LEST on IT C3, I IN 5 D o LN FEI By) be IL y y 
* Et F n E 2 "AY * 3 r ES a ; 
4 3; r . VSF 8 x | N 
let ME A ES 8 * ; . BY 2 : 
2 1 n > * 888 : ? 
ny br “ n * : * 0 7 0 " 
e bp r F : L * . 
ee IL OATS; ns Che N 


N ö . 
VT 5 Hors 
EY I CERES Gn 

W r Tr as 180 * 
1 r e eee 


CONTENTS gg 


LET TER NN 
From Miſs R. to a young lady in the country, de. 
ſeribing the pleaſures and amuſements of the town, 
contraſted with the ſelicity of a country life. 143 


„ 


From Cleander to Philos, with an Ode on health, 
which he wrote in one of his evening walls. 145 

| LETT: KR IVE 

From Miſs L. in the country, to a young lady in 
| town, giving an account of a young gentleman s 
falling in love with her ſiſter, who was married 
with an Ode on Friendſhip, incloſed in a letter to 
her, declaring his paſſion in the moſt pathetic 
term. 88 1 149 

EDEETT ERB 

From Miſs I. to a relation in town, giving an 
account of the death of a young lady an intimate 
friend of her's, with an epitaph made on her by 
a gentleman in the neighbourhood, I57 

LET TEK AVE. 

From Sobrina to a friend, with an extract from 
 Thomſon's Seaſons, in anſwer to the queſtion, 
| What pleaſures are to be enjoyed in ſolitude and 
retirement? 2 DR 163 
LETT ER 1 FEY 

| To Crito, a young gentleman mourning the hſs of an 
indulgent father. "- 5 
er M-. 5a. 

To Cleanthes, with a ſpecimen of a poem in blank 
verſe, on health and rural ſolitude, by a youth, 167 

E LET TURIN TS 

From Naltimond to Florolet; with reflettions on the 

works of Creation, and the weakneſs of human 

- wiſdom © a fragment. | 1069 


„E G 2 
wo 7 


9. Ee£ONTENTS. 
LETTER XXII. 
From Miſs M. 10 a relation, informing her ' hiv 


Hbappyiſbe is in her preſent ſituation ; with an alle- 
gorical dream, - ſhewing the benefits of adverſity. 


| 172 
. 

From a gentleman to his fi er, giving an account of 

the melancholy death of his wife, through the cruel 

treatment f ber relations. A true flory. 179 


LETTER Wu. 


From Camillus to Albanes, with an elegiac Poem on 
the death of his intimate friend, Foſeph Nicoll 
Stott, with an account of a very remarkable dream 


he bad relative thereto. A real fat. 183 


LETTER Xxv. 


From Theron to Altamont, deſcribing his ſituation, 
-wvith his refleftions in one of his evening walks, 
. concluding with -a Quotation from Addiſon's Cato. 


| 188 
LETTER XXVI. 


From Ruſticos to Priander, with an account of the 
tragical end of Miſs L—, a young lady of 
beauty and fortune. 1 

LE 


From Euſebius to Alcoret, proving the 2 8 of 
a religious life, even ſuppoſing there u as no here- 
after . 198 

LETTER XXVII. 

RETIREMENT, FRIENDSHIP, any» BOOKS, 


A letter to a friend, deſcribing the way to improve 
+ country life; the bleſſings of N and 
recommending what * books to read for —9 
and entertainment. 9 
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Solitude; or, the Wiſh, a pooh: eee 214 
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tunity of informing you how I got down, and my 


SYLVAN LETTERS; 
OR, THE 


BENEFITS OF RETIREMENT, 


LEP Y > 
From a young lady in the country to a relation 
in town, deſcribing the ſituation of ber re- 
treat, and ber rural employments. | 


"My DEAR SOPHIA, 
A r (three days) very 1 


journey, I am arrived at D-— ſeat; and 
according to promiſe, have taken the firſt oppor- 


—  —  — 2 
—— — — — woo " 


opinion of the ſituation. With reſpe& to what 

I met with on the road, it would not afford 
variety enough to be entertaining ; only this I 

muſt ſay, the pleaſant towns we paſt through, 
with the extenſive proſpects on every ſide, and 

fine weather, all contributed to make travelling 

delightful, by taking off from the fatigue which 

naturally. attends riſing early, riding all day, and 

going tc to bed late at night. 
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out to pleaſe me; Miſs B 


( 96 ) 


Tat houſe is elegant beyond deſcription, about 


dur miles from the high road, near a ſmall vil- 


lage, and ſurrounded with woods, groves, and 
fertile vallies; juſt ſuch a retreat as J have long 
wiſh'd for, as a welcome aſylum from the noiſe 


and hurry of a gay and faſhionable life. Here 


no balls or aſſemblies, plays or maſquerades, divert 


my attention, or invite me to kill time ; but the 
warbling ſongſters of the grove daily preſent me 
with the native harmony of an aerial concert, and 
praiſe the Author of univerſal Nature in melo- 
dious ſongs. | 


I DouBT not but you may envy my datos, 
eſpecially as I know you love retirement ; and 
give me leave to ſay, in the ſincerity of diſin- 
tereſted friendſhip, without the leaſt flattery, 


nothing, my dear Sophe, but your agreeable 
company and converſation could add to my pre- 


| ſent happineſs ; the loſs of which, I hope you 


will in ſome meaſure make up by your entertain- 
ing letters; the longer they are the more accept= 
able, the oftner the more welcome; and be aſſured 
in return, ſome of my pleafabteſt moments will 


be anſwering your's. 


Tux whole family I am with lay themſelves 
5 the doctor's 


daughter, a ſenſible good-natur'd young lady 
about twenty-two, ſeems particularly fond of 
me; we mY together by choice ; often walk 
| out 
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dut together, and in ſhort, are like two ſiſters; 
where you ſee one you are almoſt ſure to find the 
other ; ſhe is fond of ſolitude, has been educated 
in a religious manner, and early taught to pay 

a ſuitable reſpect and reverence to the doctrines 
of the goſpel, The family is kept in great order, 
and called together every morning and evening 


to join in the ſacred acts of devotion ; the doctor 


himſelf is the chaplain, and appears every way 
ſuited for the ſolemn work. After breakfaſt Miſs 
B. and I retire into our chamber to drefs our- 
ſelves for the day, then fit down to work, and 


by turns read to each other; about 12 o'clock ' 


we commonly take a walk together in the garden 
(a ſweet place indeed) but this I will give you 
a deſcription of in my next; after dinner the 


doctor goes to his ſtudy and ſmokes his * or 


reſigns himſelf to ſleep, while Miſs B. and I 
take a turn or two down a fine gravel walk, 
ſhaded with lofty elm trees by the fide of the 
garden, or fit awhile in a beautiful arbor at the 
bottom of it, then return into the parlour which 
looks over the road, and preſents me with a 
charming proſpect of the diſtant country; here 
Miſs B. has her harpſichord, which ſhe plays on 
delightfully, and knowing I am fond of ſacred 
muſic, often favours me with a ſong out of Han- 
del's Meſſiah, or a favourite anthem ; this employs 
us till tea; afterwards, if not too cool, we liſten 


Fo Ws 


to the evening ſongs of the nightingale from a 
grove near the walk I deſcribed above, whoſe 
pleaſing notes are far more grateful to my ears 
than the fineſt airs of an Italian opera: as night 
advances we are forc'd to leave the pretty crea- 
ture lulling itſelf to ſleep with her own agreeable 
founds, leſt the dew ſhould injure us with its 
increaſing moiſture, But I beg pardon for detain- 
ing you ſo long: pray let me hear from you as 
ſoon as poſſible, and believe me to be, 
Dear Sophia, 


— oy <7 ot - 
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July ro, 1766. Your's unalterably. 
. 
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To the ſame. | Deſcribing 4 repoſitory or burial 
place, built in a grove near the garden, 
with a deſcription of the latter. 


Dear Sornra, 


OUR kind letter found me at tea yeſter- 

L day afternoon with the doctor, his daugh- 
ter, and Mrs, L—, a maiden lady about forty, 
a relation of theirs, who I forgot to mention 
in the hurry of my firſt epiſtle; ſhe is a very 
chearful woman, but rather fond of a domeſtic 
life, and very politely ſhares the care of the 
family with Miſs B. Her good ſenſe, affability, 


and 


. — —— apr 
e , I ͥ e Ted ꝗ ¶ĩ 1 —˙—AU ] ⁰Q ] ³ 6 EE: — 
. : 
: - 
” 


e ——ů ——ů —ñ—D— — 2 —7*— 266760 


ꝙͤů— üb ũ «„ K —˙ «4 = 'r 7˖· - 020 Veen a — —— —V2 — — ‚II OOO OS OO TO I Ger 
- * F. N 
” 
ö 4 : 
: 1 

- . 

5 
c 
A. „ 
* 
8 
© 
1 %, 
- * 
8 ” 
. * . * 
: 

: - 


6 99 ) 
and diſcretion; are every day more viſible, in 
her prudent conduct and entertaining convetſa- 
tion. After tea was over, Miſs B. told me, if 
it was agreeable, ſhe would ſhow me what they 
called the Repoſitory ; I readily conſented, and 
ſhe took me down the walk I deſcribed in my 


laſt, into the grove which is at the bottom of | 


it, whoſe numerous trees, planted in rows, form 
ſeveral pretty walks, while the pleaſing gloom 
adds a verdant ſolemnity to the whole: near the 
end, ſurrounded with lofty ſpreading elms, is 
the repoſitory, which appears to be an imitation 
of one of the ſepulchres of the antients, or 
Egyptian burying places, it being built for the 
reception of the dead. We enter by an old- 


faſhioned door, which ſeems as if it had been 
made two or three hundred years ago; oppoſite | 
to the entrance, and about two yards from the 
door, a long curtain draws back and diſcovers 


ſeveral niches for coffins in an horizontal poſition 
one over another, three of which are filled up 
with the gentleman who built the houſe, his 


wife, and daughter; on each ſide are lamps, 


which are to be ſuppoſed perpetually burning : 


at the top of the building, which is ſquare, are - 


two grates made of wire to let in the freſh air: 
the ground is left unpay'd, in caſe any one ſhould 


die of the ſmall-pox, or ſome other infectious 


diſtemper, to receive ſuch bodies to prevent them 
| WS = infecting 
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infecting the place; death's heads, hour glaſſes, 
and ſeveral ſuch like emblems are painted on the 
walls; over the door appear in large characters, 
thoſe remarkable words of the apoſtle Paul, 
Death is ſwallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” In one corner 
is written, Mors ſola fatetur quantula ſint ho- 
minum corpuſcula *; near this, under the re- 
preſentation of a ſcull, with a crown om it, is 
ſeen that momentous, but juſt obſervation of 
Horace, Mors æquo pulſat pede pauperum 
tabernas, regumque turres .“ 

THz ſilence and drearineſs of the whole, ſtrike 
a religious awe upon the mind, and drive away 
all the gay images of an enſnaring world; whilſt 
the exanimate contents in their narrow cells, 
point to that paſſage in the Pſalms, Lord, teach 
me tie meaſure of my days, that I may know how 
frail Jam. 
- AFTER ſtaying here ſome dime, viewing the 


building, and converſing together on the momen- 


tous ſubjects it inculcates, we returned up the 
grove in to the garden, The entrance to this is 
1 an iron gate of curious workmanſhip; a 

' | | br oad 
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Death only proves what little things men are. 


= Death equally treads down the beggar's cottage 
and the monarch's palace. 


(16 
broad gravel walk ſpreads itſelf through the mid- 
dle, at the extremity of which is built a pretty 
neat arbour, ſurrounded with jeſſamines and 
honey-ſuckles, whoſe mellifluous odours are far 
more refreſhing and agreeable than the ſa much 
admir'd perfumęs of muſk, civet, or bergamot. 
Here Miſs B. and I often repair to converſe on 
the beauties of creation or the happineſs of a 
country life; here, when ſhe is unavoidably en- 
gaged in family® affairs, I retire alone to enjoy 
the pleaſures of reading and meditation, or ſpend 
ſome of my happieſt moments in writing to my 
dear Sophia; an employment I always begin 
with delight, and leave with the greateſt reluct- 
ance, By the ſide of the arbour-another walk is 
made which leads to a beautiful ſummer-houſe, 
built on an eminence near a delightful and 'ex- 
tenſive meadow, where lambs, white as the 
driven ſnow, and harmleſs as the cooing dove, 


bleat reſponſive through the pleaſing verdure, 
But I muſt break off here, leſt I entirely ex- 


hauſt Tour patience ; and remain, dear Sophia, | 
our „ Cc. 
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LETTER Nt. 


To the ſame. Mitb a deſcription F Noon, 
and a converſation that paſt between Miſs 
B. and ber, on the receipt and peruſal of 
the laſt epifile ſhe recerv'd from ber, 


Dear SoPHIA, 
FOUR laſt the footman brought r me as I 
was ſitting under the ſhadow of a ſpread- 
ing oak tree, angling ip a beautiful canal near 
the bottom of the garden. Miſs B, was reading 
to me out of Thomſon's exccllent poem on the 
Summer, where, deſcribing a happy pair, he ſays, 
£602, „ „ ts. dba el 
To love, each was to each a dearer ſelf ; 
Supremely happy in th' awaken'd power 
Of giving joy. Alone amid the ſhades, 
Still in harmonious intercourſe they liv'd 
The rural day, and talk'd the flowing heart, 
Or ſigh'd and lookt unutterable things. 
The ſun was ſhining in its meridian ſplendour, 
the herds and ace in the neighbouring mea- 
dows were reclin'd under the verdant ſcreen of 
trees and hedges, to ſhun the noon-day heat, and 
ſleep away the ſultry hours, fann'd by the gentle 
breezes that blew acroſs the fields reviving cool- 
neſs; the buſy bees were extracting delicious 
ſweets from every flower ; the induſtrious ants, 
with indefatigable labour, were dragging their 
5 | * 


( 203 } 

ſeveral burdens (of proviſions for the community, 
or materials for repairing their habitations, in- 
jur'd by the heedleſs wandering traveller, or 
unavoidable accidents to which they are daily 


expos'd) to their diſtant homes. Welcome was 


the refreſhing ſhade and chearing zephyrs, but 
far more welcome to me was my dear Sophia's 
kind and agreeable letter, which contained ſuch 
a pleaſing deſcription of the happineſs of early 


devoting ourſelves to God, and the benefits of 


a religious life, contraſted with the miſeries of 
the ungodly in a future ſtate, which not only 
witneſs the piety of the writer, but the feelings 
of a generous, grateful, and elevated mind, im- 
preſt with the reality of the truths related, and 
earneſtly deſirous of the eternal welfare of your 
friend; after reading it over with great ſatisfac- 
tion and delight, I gave it to Miſs B. aſſured 
there was nothing in it but what agreed entirely 
with her notions of religion, and experience of 


divine truths, which ſhe has often told me of in 
her diſcourſes with me on the ſublime enjoy- * 


ments of the real Believer in both worlds, 
WHEN ſhe had finiſhed it, and obſerved the 


propriety and juſtice of your ſentiments, we 


began converſing together on the ſubjects you 
had diſcuſt in ſuch a judicious and lively manner, 
Indeed, ſays Miſs B. early piety recommended 


by a religious example and education, and at- 


. Hs ks _ tended 


you 
1 —— th. PI 


3 
tended with the divine bleſſing, is productive of 
unſpeakable comfort, ſatisfaction, and joy; A 
joy which the apoſtle Paul ſtiles full of glory, 
and our juſtly admir'd poet (Pope) beautifully 
deſcribes in the following lines, 

Which nothing earthly gives nor can deftroy, 

The ſoul's calm ſunſhine, and the heart- felt joy; 


What inexpreſſible pleaſure muſt it give a fond 
indulgent parent, to ſee his child endeavouring 
to follow his ſteps in the paths of virtue and 
religion; on the other hand, how thankful 
ſhould the children of ſuch parents be, not only 
for their ſolicitous concern for their temporal 
and eternal intereſts, but for the continuance of 
ſuch valuable lives, While many are taken off in 
their prime, and forced to leave their young un- 
happy offspring to a world of temptations, calami- 
ties, and diſtreſs. As ſhe ſpoke the laſt,] obſerved 
a pitying tear trickle down her 5 cheek, at 


+, the thoughts of the numerous difficulties to 


which the helpleſs orphans are expos'd; for her 
humanity is as great as her will is good to help 
and relieve the wretched and unfortunate, I was 
juſt going to make an anſwer to what ſhe had 
ſaid, when the ſervant ' brought us word that 
dinner was ready ; upon which we left our 
agreeable ſituation, and returned up the garden 
into the houſe, where we found the doctor and 
Mrs. L— interrogating the footman, whether 
S 6H SR 
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he had found us, and where; having 166.48 
ever ſince 12 o'clock. But I will not detain you! 


longer at preſent : forgive the length of this; I 
know you will ; therefore, without any . 


apology, remain your” „ oc. Se. 


LETTER IV. 


From a miniſter in the country to a lady in 
town, giving an account of the death of her 
daughter, with the melancholy circumſtances 
that attended it. 


* 


* 


MapAu, 3 


HE contents of this epiſtle, I doubt not, 


will greatly ſurprize you, but not more 
ſo than the accident which occaſions it did me 
and my whole family; your daughter, whom 


you was ſo obliging as to intruſt under my wife's 
care, is now, I hope, in glory. You are ſtartled 


and wonder what I mean; you may well be 
ſurpriz'd indeed, but not to keep you longer in 


ſuſpence, I muſt acquaint you, though with the ü 


greateſt reluctance and concern, ſhe died this 


morning; you know ſhe was in a decline when 


ſhe left 3 which is not only one of the 
moſt flattering but fatal diſorders which the body 
is ſubject to, for they often think themſelves 


1 


— 


well 


( 106 ) 
well one minute and are dying the next, ſo it 
was with Miſs M. your daughter: we thought 
at breakfaſt ſhe ſeemed pretty chearful, and eat 
as much as ſhe had done of a morning ſince ſhe 
came down, About 11 o'clock, as ihe and my 
eldeſt daughter were walking together in the 
garden, ſhe complained of a violent pain in her 
ſtomach, and before any aſſiſtance could be had, 
fainted away and died- in a few minutes after 
the ſhock which it gave my daughter, has thrown 
her into violent fits, and what will be the iſſue 
of them God only knows. With reſpect to my 
wife and myſelf, we ſincerely participate with 
you in the grief and concern you muſt experi- 
ence for the loſs of ſo valuable and dutiful a 
child; the whole houſe is in the utmoſt confu- 
ſion, what with the ſurprize at ſo ſudden a death; 
and the fears of the dreadful conſequences re- 
ſpecting my poor girl. I can hardly tell what I 
write; I hope you will pardon the abruptneſs 
and.inaccuracies you mu? diſcover in this epiſtle, 
being written with a trembling hand, an aching 
heart, and weeping eyes; 1 need not tell you 
what I feel while I am inditing theſe few lines, 
nor how much pain I know they muſt give you 
in the reading of them ; ſuffice it to ſay as a 
parent, my ons and anxiety of mind for the 
recovery of my daughter is no leſs diſtreſſing 
than the ſprrow and concern you feel for the loſs 

wa of 
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af your's: it would be quite ſuperfluons to add; 

how neceſſary your preſence will be at our bauſa 
* ſoon as poſſible. W 

I am, madam, IP 

? with all due reſpect, 

. Vour's to command. 
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LETTER v. 


From the miniſter's daughter after her necow be 
very, to a young lady in town, with ſome 144 
more particulars concerning the cbaracter _— 
and behaviour of the late Miſs M. conclud- 14 | 

ing with a few remarks on the neceſſity of 78 
being always in reagineſs for the Amen Ji 

ing change. | a: 


© = «wo ANT. — 2 


My pear FRIEND, 


AM juſt recovered from a dangerous fever, 
occaſioned by the ſudden death of Miſs M, | 

(the pretty, ſenſible, and good-natured young | W 
lady, I told you of in my laſt) I was not ex- | 
pected to live for a week, my father and mother 
were in the greateſt trouble imaginable, not only 
for me, but the melancholy accident that brought : Fil 
on my illneſs; through mercy I have got the HL 
better of it, and take this fiſt opportunity | 
(though I am very weak ſtill) of writing to my 14 


{ x08 ) 


dear Berinda, to acquaint her with the particu- 
lars of the mournful ſtory which I know you are 
defirous to be informed 'of. Miſs M, had been 
with us three weeks, and ſhowing a particular 
eſteem for me, I promiſed myſelf great pleaſure 
in her company and converſation ; ſhe was fond 
of walking, and would often aſk me to accom- 
pany her, which I readily comply'd with, being 
willing to oblige her as far as lay in my power; 
indeed ſhe was ſo good tempered, affable, and 
complaiſant, that every one in the family did all 
they could to make her ſituation agreeable, and 
I may truly ſay, we are all ſincere mourners for 
her. How pleaſing it is to be ſo much beloved by 
others; what a ſtrong motive this is to ſet us on 
endeavouring to make ourſelves lovely ! She was 
very open and free in diſcourſing with me, and 
made me the confidant of her inmoſt ſecrets ; on 
the morning on which ſhe died, as we were 
walking together in the garden, ſhe addreſt me 
in words to tlie following effect; „My dear 
* Miſs F „the many civilities and reſpect 
& I have received from you and your worthy 
<« family, call for my moſt grateful acknow- 
<« jedgments; I wiſh it was in my power to 
& make a ſuitable return, but that it is not, nor 
& will not be, for I find the diſorder, on which 
„ account I came into the country, increaſing 
son me daily; however, at times I appear 

c much 
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4 much better, it is only the nature of the 
complaint ſo to do; I know it will ſoon put 


«© an end to a life, which would be but a 
«© burthen if prolonged ; yet I cannot leave the 


« World without telling the real cauſe of this 
fatal complaint I have laboured under for theſe 
< three months paſt *. About two years ago, 
& a young fellow who viſited a near relation of 
mine, happening to ſee me there one evening, 
* fell in love with me, as he was pleaſed to ſay, 


e which in the end proved only a pretence to 
„ruin and abandon me; he was a very likely 


„ young man, and well inſtructed in the cruel 
< and diabolical arts of deceit and treachery. 
By his eaſy and polite addreſs, he gained too 
great an aſcendancy over my affections, and 
«© ſoon afterwards I found he had all my heart 
e his genteel behaviour and deportment deceived 


„ my dear and tender mother into an eſteem 


<« for him; and the particular notice he took of 
«© me, together with his aſſiduous endeayours to 
_ <6 ingratiate himſelf into my favour, made me 
ec think much better of him than I have ſince 
« found (w» my een ſorrow and con- 

+60 fulion) 
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| * This was a real fact, and ets hows how very 
cautious young women ſhould be in fixing their affec- 
tions too haſtily, or believing every man who flatters 
them, only to deceive, ruin, and then laugh at them 
and boaſt of it. | 


e * A 
1 1 
881 b IN 2 


1 
« fuſion) he deſerved. It is very hatd to knew 
* who are ſincere, I'm ſure I have ſufficient 


<< reaſofi to ſay ſo; for he continued his ad- 


«< dxeſſes with the greateſt appearance of a real 


* Jove, till the day was appointed for our mar- 


« riage; when hearing accidentally of a young 
e lady With a greater fortune than mine, he 


4e ſbon found her out, and in about three months 


ce after married her; which news being brought 
5 to me; fell upon my ſpirits and threw me into 
& this decline, which, I hope, I have thus far 
e Hore With a becoming fortitude and reſigna- 


c tion; and now find too much to ſuffer many 


« days longer. I forgive him who is the cauſe 


c of my grief, from the bottom of my heart, 
« but I blame myſelf for my too eaſy credulity 
&<© and belief; that men are baſe, deſigning, and 
dc jneonftant, I am certain of, then why did I 
4c Hſten and believe the falſe and cruel Sophron ? 
& ſtand ſelf- condemned; yet who, among wo- 


0 men, car: ſteel their hearts againſt the ſoft and 


< pleaſing ſenſations of a tender, generous paſſion, 
ce encouraged by the addrefles of a man, who 
<< ſeems by nature formed to felicitate the fair? 
&© But I have done; may you, my dear, never 
ce experience the anguiſh of a ſlighted love; I 


4c have paid dear for it, very dear indeed.“ Here 


ſhe burſt into a flood of tears, and taking 
hold of my hand, preſt it with all the ardour 


a 
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of a genuine friendſhip, and with many fight 
and much difficulty, begged me to conceal the 
real cauſe of her illneſs, till after her diſeaſe, as 
ſhe never had divulged it to any one but me. 
We had not walked above five minutes after ſhe 
mentioned this laſt requeſt, when ſhe complained 
of a violent pain in her breaſt, ſo very great as 
to ſtop her breath; and before I could make any 
one hear me (for we were near the bottom of 
our garden) ſhe fainted away in my arms, and 
after fetching one or two deep fighs expired, 
leaving me in a ſituation inexpreſſibly affecting, 
and near deſperation, My mother and ſiſter 
thinking we had been walking longer than uſual 
came to ſeek for us, and happening to turn down 
the walk we were in, found me as I have deſ- 
cribed, and getting aſſiſtance had us both conveyed 
into the houſe, for I went into fits as ſoon ag 
they came up to me. I have been particular in 
the account, and far exceeded the bounds of a 
letter I own ; but as it was your deſire to hear 
the whole of the circumſtances, 1 hope you will 
forgive me. I ſhall only add, how abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary it is to be always ready to meet the laſt 
enemy; ſhe, poor girl, I truſt was fo, though I 


believe ſhe did not think it was ſo near as it 


proved, In a few days, hours, or minutes more, 
and we may be numbered among the dead; who 
can tell which of us ſhall be the next? then let 

| us 
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us ſtrive earneſtly to be intereſted in Him, Who 
-hath declared, <©* whoſoever believeth in him, tho 
he were dead, yet ſhall he live; and whoſoever 
liverh and believeth i in him, ſhall not die eternally.” 
At preſent I remain 
Your's ſincerely. 


eee 


LETTER vil 


From Miſs. F——, the miniſter” s daughter, to 
. "the ſame young lady, with an epitaph en 
Mi ſs M. made by a gentleman *who well 
knew her living, and now ſincerely mourns 
Ber loſs; concluding with reflefions on the 


vanity of all earthly enjoyments without - 
Healtb. 


Mr DEAR BERIN DA, N 
'ForGoT to tell you in my laſt, that Mr. 
Maynard ſeeing Miſs M. at our houſe the 
third day after ſhe came down, was greatly ſmit- 
ten both with her perſon and converſation ; for 
really ſhe had a very fair ſkin, a modeſt inno- 
cent countenance, and a great deal of good ſenſe, 
accompanied with a ſweetneſs of temper, that 
could not fail of being pleaſing and agrecable to 
every one ſhe converſed with. He was very in- 
quiſitiye to * who ſhe was, and after being 
2 told 


# 


al 


told by my father, what an amiable character 
the bore, and having reaſon to believe the truth 
of it from what little he had ſeen of her, he 
wanted ſadly to be introduced to her as an hum- | 
ble ſervant ; but this my father would by no 
means allow of, without he firſt went and gained 
her mother's conſent, by a letter directed to him 
with permiſſion ſo to do; accordingly being told 
where Mrs. M. lived in town, he ſet off the 
Monday following, with full purpoſe to aſk her 
whether ſhe would permit him to pay his addreſſes 


to her daughter. Unfortunately for him he was 
thrown from his horſe, before-he had got four 
miles from his houſe, and received a dangerous 
contuſion i in his head, upon which he was obliged 
to be conveyed with the utmoſt care imaginable 
to the next cottage, where a. ſurgeon from our 
town being ſent for, who knew him very well, 
dreſt his wound and ordered him not to be moved 


till he ſhould come again. In ſhort, he continued 
extremely bad till the day before Miſs M. died, 
when finding himſelf on the mending hand 
(though very lowly) and being juſt able to ſit 
up for the firſt time ſince the accident, he began 
to be in hopes of once more purſuing his intended 


journey; but oh! how great was his ſurprize 
and concern, when the day following he heard 


that Miſs M. was dead; words are too faint to 


deſcribe = get and ſorrow on receiving the 


1 0 . 
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melancholy news. After being told how ſudden 
it happened, and the converſation that paſt be- 
tween her and me, he fetched a deep ſigh, and 
ſaid, while the tears flowed down his pallid 
cheeks in great abundance, The dear creature 
was too good to live in this world; ſhe's gone to 
glory, I doubt not, where I hope ſoon to follow 
her.” Here he made a long. pauſe, being very 
weak and low, and was often obſerved to lift his 
eyes to heaven, as if in ſome ejaculatory prayer. 
After gaining a little more ſtrength, he begged his 
ſiſter (who was with him moſt of the time of his 
illneſs, and gave me this account of it) to get 
pen, ink, and paper, and write down the fol- 
lowing character of her, which, he ſaid, he was 
certain ſhe deſerved. * 


Her reli gion was of the heart, 
Her devotion warm, yet reaſonable, 
Free from ſuperſtition and oſtentation; 
She was ſteadily virtuous, not formal nor cenſorious; 
Strictly prudent, yet eaſy and affable, 
She was benevolent without weakneſs, 
Chearful without levity, 
Ingenious without affectation, 
And beautiful without vanity; 
Formed for all the tenderneſs of friendſhip, 
Moſt obliging and moſt fincere, 
But cautious in her choice; 
She adorn'd the dignity of virtue, 
By the grace of humility and good nature; 
1 She 


(- 115, ) 
She liv'd, aboye the world without z to | 
deſpiſe i it; 1 0 

n the aflictions of life, with the a of a 7 
e primitive Chriſtian, 

And died ck that tranquillity and reſignation; 

Which becomes one, whoſe hopes are full of 

IMMORTALITY, 


AFTER this was done, he ſerined inclined to. 
ſleep, being much fatigued, and continued very ill 
for a month afterwards, and was thought by the 
phyſician in great danger, but is ſince ſo much re- | 

. covered as to walk about his houſe, though not = 
able to go out yet, and it is to be feared never will 
without ſomebody with him, appearing to be going 
into a deep melancholy; his ſpirits at times being 
much affected. What avails now his having the 

greateſt abundance of the good things of this life, 

his elegant houſe, furniture, and ſervants, his 

beautiful garden, ſummer-houſes, fiſh-ponds, 

and hauts; ; for he cannot enjoy them : he is 


CO „ 4&4 & IA 


nne f en and Fe without the 
divine bleſſing and health to partake of them. 
Oh! my dear Berinda, we cannot be thankful 
enough for this beſt of earthly bleſſings, health; 3 
which, like moſt of our enjoyments, none know 
; W true value of, till they have felt. i it's loſs : but 
N ST Len 
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moving indeed; ſhe got to our houſe the ſecond 


(nb) 
1 muſt not be too prolix, leſt your patience © 
ſhould be quite exhauſted. I remain, 


Dear Berinda, 
Your's unalterably, 


al LETTER VI. 


To the ſame. Giving an account of Mrs. 
M.'s arrival at the miniſter's houſe, and 
ber behaviour on ſeeing her daughter, with 
a deſcription of Miſs M.*s funeral, and the 
improvement that ſhould be made of ſuch 
alarming Providences. 


DAR BERIN DA, | 
OUR reſlections on the unhappy and af- 

fecting ſituation of Mr. Maynard, are 
very juſt, and entirely conſonant to thoſe ſenti- 
ments of piety towards God, and charity to men 
(which intends univerſal benevolence or philan- 
thropy) which our pious and honoured parents 
have ſo early and earneſtly endeavoured to incul- 


cate in our tender minds; may they always direct 


our thoughts, influence our e and be the 


rule of our actions. 
| You beg to know how Mrs. M. the deceaſed 
young lady's mother, behaved on ſeeing her: very 


day 
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( 1177 5 
day after her daughter's death, and as ſoon as the 


ſaw my mother (without being able to ſay a 


word for ſome time, overcome with grief) ſhe 
burſt into a flood of tears; my mother could 
hardly refrain, and my ſiſter, who was in the 


room, actually did weep with her. After ſhe 


had given vent to the firſt emotions of ſorrow, 


ſhe deſired to ſee her dear child; accordingly, my 


mother and ſiſter accompanied her to the room 
where ſhe lay. As ſoon as the door was opened, 


ſhe went up to the coffin, and looking i into it, cried 


out, with great vehemence, © Ah! that's s my 


deareſt child, indeed, my once - dutiful and much | 


loved daughter, lovely even in death, Who Was 
the only ſupport and comfort of my To” vi here 
the again gave way to exceſſive grief, and was 
juſt going to faint, when my mother took a bottle 


of drops out of her pocket, and applying it to 
ber noſe and ſprinkling her face with ſome cold | 


water, brought her to herſelf again; when look- 
Jars at my mother, ſhe ſaid, with great difficulty, 
„Oh, madam, you know not the pain : and an- 
"Sith of a fond mother, on the death of an only 
child, whoſe dutifyl and affectionate behaviour 
endeared her to all her acquaintance, but eſpe- 
cially to her loving and indulgent parent.” She 
would have proceeded, but the overflowings of 
_ heartfelt ſorrow ſtopt her utterance; my mother, 
1 it affected her ſo deeply, ropes with her, 

* 3 Lake 2 after 
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che dear deced ed. 


45 Tus Tueſday following Miſs M. was buried, 
according to OE own deſire, in the ſame vault 
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4 o'clock i in the evening. As (you 140 we 
are not far from the church, it was a walking E 
15 neral, "The corps was carried firſt, as uſual, 
the mutes and feathers g going before it; the pall 
"ras ſu pported by fix young ladies ! in white; three 


11 


came froy London on purpoſe, and the ocker 


Were ere Mig L, "Miſs W. and my ſiſter; each of 


MN 


"76 them were "handed Aeg by a young gentleman 

in white, all acquaintances of the deceaſed; then 

"Followed the afflicted Mrs. M. with her brother, 

bo lives i in our town; after them my father and | 

mother; chen four couple more, relations and 

"friends of Mrs. I. whom you know nothing of, 9 

accompanied with many promiſcuous perſons of | 
* both ſexes, young and old, whom the ſight had 
drawn together, but Su | a wy 12 amongſt s 
Tm. 

Tur Sunday Ellowing, by Mrs. M. “s defi ire, 
my father preached a ſermon from theſe words, 
141 Cor. xy. 4 Ad as we have borne the image 
of tl "the carthl, we Pall alſo bear the image of the 
* heavenly... In the courſe of the ſermon, when he 


„ wo 


. gave the character of the deceaſed, many were 
| obſerved 
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obſerved to ſhed tears; but nothing could equal 
poor Mrs. M.“ s concern; every one pitied her; 


eſpecially thoſe who knew her valuable PS 


when living, for they only could have an ade- 


quate idea how great her loſs was. You ſee, 


my dear, from the particular account I have 
given of every circumſtance relating to Miſs M. 


and her mother, how ready and deſirous I am 
of entertaining you when it lays in my power. 
The ſtory, however mournful and affecting, was 
your requeſt; as ſuch I willingly, complied in 
ſending it to you. The beſt uſe I think we both 


can make of it, is, to be dutiful and obedient to 
our parents, that they may have as much reaſon | 


to love us, as Miſs M. was beloved by her tender 
mother and all her acquaintance; and to ſet our 
affections on things above, and not on things on 


the earth, knowing that all things here are 
changeable and inconſtant, fading and paſſing 


away; but all above is abiding and ſecure, and 
will remain unalterably the ſame Hang: a 2; 


eternity, 


7 remain, 
Dear Berinda, 


Vour's till death, 
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LETTER VIII. 


e a gentleman lately retired into the coum- 

* try to his friend in town, with reaſons in 
defence of a rural life, and reflections on 
happineſs and contentment. 


DEAR SIR, 


N your laſt (which I received on returning 
from a very pleaſant walk, my amiable 
Sobrina and I had been taking, in one of the 
fineſt evenings the ſummer has afforded) you 
rally me on my ſylvan expedition, as you are 
- pleaſed to term it, and ſeem to intimate your 
diflike of my leaving town; but by way of ex- 
cuſe mention this as a reaſon, as it deprives you 
of my company and converſation ; (very polite I 
muſt own, however.) | ; 
In vindication of myſelf, and to ſatisfy your 
enquiry, what could induce me to take up ſuch 
a reſolution, as that of returning into the coun- 
try; I will giye you my reaſons for fo doing, 
and thoſe: particularly which had mo? weight 
with me; though it may be, in your view, they 
appear trifling, or no ſubſtantial reaſons at all. 
Tux firſt was for my health, but more eſpeci- 
ally that of my dear partner's, as ſhe was often 
roubled with violent. ins in her head, accom- 
panied \ with little or no reft at night. To which 
you 
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you may reply, Could you not as well have taken 
a houſe for the ſummer near town, where you 
might have gone in the evening and come back 
in the morning, or taken ſhort excurſions for a 
- fortnight or three weeks at a time about the 
country, without entireh abandoning your Lon- 
don friends? I anſwer, we both of us thought 
it better to ſettle at a diſtance from town, as the 
farther we went, the more pure and healthy we 
accounted the air would be; and that the hurry 
and fatigue of continually going backwards and 
forwards (in a great meaſure) would ſpoil the 
pleaſure we ſhould otherways take in the country. 
The next was, as the calmneſs and ſerenity of 
22 rural ſituation beſt ſuits with, and is moſt 
likely to increaſe that tranquillity of mind, com- 
poſure of thought, and love of reflection, which 
is fo naturally to be deſired by every contempla- 
tive man; and all thoſe who are fond of admiring 
and ſtudying the works of art and nature, as you 
know I am much delighted with. In the next 
place, I was certain that nothing more contri- 
puted t to promote ſerious meditation, nor afforded 
greater opportunities of ſearching into the truths 
of religion, the wiſdom of God, and the con- 
cerns of the ſoul, without diſturbance or annoy, 
than the peaceful ſhades of a country retreat; and 
indeed, what can render us more acceptable to 
the Supreme Being, than ſpending our lives in 

. his 
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this fear and ſervice? L don't intend, by retiring 
into the abodes of rural felicity, to lead an idle, 
-vain, and ſlothful life of indolence and inactivity, 
if ſo, you might well have cenſured me for the 
deſign I had in view; but this was not the caſe, 
1 knew there were various duties and employ- 
ments which I might ſpend my time in, both 
for my own and my fellow creatures benefit 
-and advantage, while enjoying the calm and 
ſerene pleaſures of retirement; which I will in- 
form you of in my next, with an account of the 
manner I ſpend. my time, and hope fully to 
convince you thereby, that not one lingle minute 

: hangs. heavy on my hands, as you ſeem to think 
it muſt: at preſent I only beg leave to add, as 
the purſuit of happineſs and deſire of content- 
ment is. implanted in every one more or leſs ; they 
will, and do, naturally excite all men, to uſe 
- thoſe ſeveral- means, and endeavours for the ob- 
taining of them, which ſeem moſt likely for that 
: purpoſe. One thinks happineſs, is procured by 
riehes, therefore makes the getting them his 
whole concern; another ſuppoſes (vain imagina- 
- tion I) it conſiſts in high ſounding titles and the 
grandeur of a court, therefore makes the purſuit 
of honours and emoluments the buſineſs his 
life; a third places his felicity in gaiety and 
amuſements, or in gaming and licentiouſneſs, 
and on that account is loſt in vanity or over- 
whelmed 


{( 3 
whelmed in diſſipation, and (dreadful thought) 
it may be, neither of them perceive their fatal 
miſtake till it is too late; how thankful then 


ſhould thoſe be, whom an indulgent Providence | 


directs to the beſt methods of gaining happineſs, 
and gives both a will and opportunity to practiſe 
them. For my part I muſt-own, the ſureſt way 


to be happy in one's: ſelf, and contented in every 
ſtation, appear to me, leaving all to the wiſe diſ- 


poſal of the Creator of Heaven and earth &, and 
looking on whatever happens to us here below, 


whether proſperous or adverſe, as ordered for 
the beſt by Infinite Wiſdom and unerring Good- 
neſs; this J hope I have done thus far, and ſhall 


continue to do (as enabled) till death, firmly per- 
ſuaded of Mr. Pope's aſſertion, that 
.. Whatever is, is right . 


I cannot ave off, without ſincerely wiſhing you 
and your's all that.felicity, comfort, and ſatisfac- 


tion this world can give, and eternal happy 
when time: ſhall be no more. 


And remain, your's, *. 


— ans. 4 


* We to ourſelves may all our wiſhes grant, 
For nothing coveting, we nothing want. Dryden. 
+ The omniſcient and omnipreſent- Creator *mbſt 
know what is "beſt for his creatures; and as he is the 
Governor of the univerſe, has all things under his com- 
mand, and will aſſuredly make all events turn out. in 
the end for his own glory, and the real benefit ahd 


| happineſs 'of his people, tis our duty and inteteſt'to : 


believe i it. f 


A 424) 
LETTER IX. 
From the ſame. Giving an account of the 


manner he ſpent his time. With an extraft 
From Thomſon's Poem on the Summer. 


Dear FRIEND. 
ReceiveD much pleaſure in reading over 
your's of the 21ſt inſtant (eſpecially that part 
| where you fay, you are fully perſuaded of the 
truth of the latter end of my laſt letter by /elf- 
experience) and now, according to your deſire, 
| ſend you an account of the manner J ſpend my 
time. In the morning I riſe moſt commonly 
between five and ſix, and go into my ſtudy 
(which is a ſmall but very pleaſant zoom, over- 
looking my garden into a ſpacious. meadow, 
where the ſportive lambs bleat harmleſs through 
the ever-living verdure) here, after offering up 
my thankful aeknowledgments to the Almighty 
for the mercies of the night paſt, and humbly 
- 3mploring his future care and protection, I fit 
down and read for about a quarter of an hour; 
then, if it is fine weather, I take a walk through 
the adjacent fields, and enjoy the fragrance of 
the mellifluent gales that bear on their refreſhing 
wings from every opening bud, unnumbered 
| ſweets ; this is a pleaſure unknown to. the in- 
habitants of e and an n which 
„ pa 


E 
buſineſs precludes. Indeed the greateſt part of 
mankind have no reliſh for ſuch an enjoyment, 
but had rather indulge themſelves in waſting 
their hours in fleep ; to them it is no loſs, their 
being deprived of this pleaſure; and therefore 
cannot be regretted ; but to me, who really ex- 
perience great delight and ſatisfaction in it, 'tis 
additionally pleaſing and agreeable. About a 
quarter before nine I return home to breakfaſt, 
after which my beloved Amelia joins with me in 
adoring that unmerited goodneſs and mercy 
which we can truly ſay, hath thus far followed 
us all the days of our lives, and continues to 
heighten that happineſs and felicity which- we 
both have great cauſe to own (with gratitude and 
praiſe to the divine Author) took place on our 
union with each other. Had TI not good reaſon: 
to believe you my real friend and ſincere well 
wiſher with reſpect to both worlds, I ſhould not 
be ſo particular and exact in this part of my 
account; but as I am certain of your forgiveneſs, 
ſhould I exceed the length of an epiſtle, I am 
determined not to conceal the ſmalleſt circum- 
ſtance concerning my employments, that I think, 
in the leaſt, will give you pleaſure in the peruſal,. 
much leſs that part of them which I know you 
practiſe yourſelf, and therefore cannot but ap- 
prove. About eleven, ſuppoſing it is fine, 1 
take a ride with my dear Amelia about ſeven or 

eight 
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eight miles, and then return to dinner; or if not 
ſo; convenient for us both to be out, I go by 
myſelf, but never enjoy half the pleaſure as, 
when ſhe is with me (there are very few. I believe 
ſo happy with each other now-a- days.) After 
dinner I take a turn or two round my garden, 
and then into an exceeding pleaſant ſummer- 
houſe, Where I have a ſmall collection of books, 
both moral and religious, with two or three dif- 
ferent ſorts of teleſcopes and microſcopes; globes; 
maps, and a machine for viewing prints, fur- 
niſhed: with a great variety of the fineſt and moſt 
delightful views England affords. Here I employ 
myſelf till tea, ſometimes in reading books, or 
writing down thoſe reflections I make upon the 
ſeveral. objects around me; or, if it is not very 
hot, I take my fiſhing tackle and ſpend an hour 


or two in angling in a fine canal about twenty 


yards from my houſe, while my dear partner and 


companion reads ſome paſſages out of Thomſon's 


Seafons, Paradiſe Loſt, or Hervey's Meditations, 
which are our favourite authors, After tea, Amelia 
and I (like an old faſhioned couple) take a walk 


together arm in arm through the flowery meads, to 


behold the pomp and grandeur of the ſetting ſun, 
and beguile the paſſing hours in tender and en- 
dearing converſe; which always reminds me of 
thoſe lines in Thomſon's Summer: 


( 17 ) 


„ Social friends, 

5 0 to happy uniſon of ſoul ; 

To whoſe exalting eye a fairer world; 

Of which the vulgar never had a glimpſe, 
Diſplays its charms ; whoſe minds are richly 

__ fraught 

With philoſophic ſtores, ſuperior lebt; : 

And in whoſe breaft, enthuſiaſtic, burns 

Virtue, the ſons of intereſt deem romance; 

Now call'd abroad enjoy the falling day : 

Now to the verdant Portico of woods, 
To Nature's vaſt Lyceum, forth they walk z _ 


By that kind ſchool where no proud maſter reigns, 


The full free converſe of the friendly . 

- - Improving and improv'd. | 

About half paſt ſeven we return won and tao 
commonly between eight and nine call our family 
together, to praiſe the God of. our mercies fur 
the bleſſings of the day, and beg the continuance 
of his providential care and protection through 
the night *; after which we go to ſupper, and 


about a quarter before eleven retire to reſt, whilſt _ 


health ſurrounds our dwelling and ſilenee invites 
repoſe. I remain, dear friend, 
| "TORE 8 ſincerely 


= . as 


1 A perſon; fond of Tamas a 5 of, a 


ſerious diſpofition, and who has a. taſte for Poetry, 


painting, muſic, drawing, and the like; may always 
find employment, though retired from buſineſs, and 8 


is beſt ſuited to lead a life of ſolitude, without weari- 
neſs and indolence. ä 
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LETTER „ 


From the ſame. JWWherein be further urges 

ſeveral arguments in vindication of a retired 

Ife, and concludes with an account of 4 
ſet of poor country people by had determined 
to relieve. 


Dear FRIEND, 
N anſwer to your queſtion (what, would be- 
come of trade and commerce were all men 


in buſineſs not only as fond of retirement as I 
am, but left town to enjoy it?) I reply, as it 


| hath pleaſed the Great Creator in infinite wiſ- 


dom to give a different ſet of features to every 


man, whereby he may be diſtinguiſhed from 


the reſt of his fellow-creatures with facility and 
eaſe, to prevent that confuſion; and thoſe nu- 
merous miſtakes, which muſt unavoidably ariſe 
from too great a ſimilarity of perſons, and reſem- 
blance of countenance among men; ſo he hath 
very wiſely ordained in the courſe of his Provi- 
dence, different tempers, diſpoſitions, and incli- 
nations to different men, according to the ſeveral 
ſtations ' in which he hath placed them in the 
World; that contentment and ſatisfaction inay 
not be peculiar to one ſtation only, but attainable 


in all; from hence it is, that we often ſee the 


laborious hind, who may well be ſaid to earn 


1 


his bread with the ſweat of his brow, as eaſy and 


contented (if not far more ſo) when following 
the plough, as the king upon his throne, ſur- 
rounded with all that the heart can wiſh, want; 
or deſire, to make it happy; hence it is, that 
the ſervant is as much pleaſed in his ſtate of ſer. 
vitude, as the maſter in his ſtate of independaney; 


or the meaneſt vaſſal as ſatisfied in his daily toil, 


as the wealthy lord in the enjoyment of riches, 


grandeur, and magnificence. In ſome, ambition, 
or love of glory, ſtimulates to warlike and heroic - 
actions; in others, avarice, or deſire of riches, 


provokes to induſtty, diligence, and application 


neceſſity drives many to purſue labour, whilſt | 


inclination prompts others to ſeek retirement. 
That there will always be a ſufficient number, 
ready and willing to attend to, and proſecute the 


concerns of trade, need not be doubted ;* and 
therefore, your queſtion in your laſt muſt natu - 


rally fall to the ground. 

IxpEED, had there been any likelihood of my 
| having many children, I ſhould have eſteemed 
it my indiſpenſible duty to have continued in 


buſineſs, in order to be enabled to lay up ſome- 


thing for each of them, ſuitable to the education 


they might receive, and their ſeveral ſtations in 


life. But as there was nothing of this ſort, and 


enjoying at preſent an eaſy fortune, with an in- 
clination for rural ſolitude, in Which Amelia 
- K ſeemed 


4 
* 
4 
8 
oi 
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ſeemed. to join with me, dens of ſhining 
in the ball- room or glittering at court, I thought 
I might indulge myſelf herein, without the leaſt 
deviation from the rules of religion or morality. 
I believe I forgot to mention in my laſt, the ſet 
of weekly penſioners I have choſen, to partake of 
a handſome dinner and one ſhilling each, every 
F riday throughout the winter, and once a proc] 
in the fummer, with this addition, the 12th of 
July, the day on which my dear Amelia and I 
were united, they are to have half a crown 
apiece given them, to remember that happy day. 

This reſolution we intend- as a token of. our 
thankfulneſs for the mercies we enjoy, and the 
grateful ſenſe we retain of the Almighty's good- 
neſs towards us; for how can the favourites of 
heaven better ſhow their gratitude for the boun-. 
ties of Providence, than in ſongs of praiſe to God 
and charity to men, according to that text of 
Scripture, © to whom much is given, much is 
x<quired ;” or in what manner can we better pleaſe 
him who giveth liberally and upbraideth not, 
than in contributing freely to the wants and ne- 
ceſſities of our fellow creatures in diftreſs. T look 
on the rich and a{luent, as the almoners or 
ſtewards of the moſt High, and therefore, cannot 
but think it their duty to ſhare thoſe temporal 
bleſſings with them to whom they are denied; 

aſſured of the nut of the prophet's words, 


* Caſt 


ec Caf thy bread an hs. waters, fs thou ſhalt Jus 
it after many days. 

"UNIVERSAL - benevolence or philanthropy, 
teaches to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and do to others even as we would have them 
do unto us, knowing that our great Lord and 
. Maſter, ſpeaking of charity, ſaith, foraſmuch as 
ye do it unto the leaſt of theſe little ones, ye do it unto 


me. But I muſt not detain you longer on this 


ſubject, leſt I tire . I ˖ 3] 8 
. Dear F ph 8 
Vour's, &c, 
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LETTER XI. 

From Miſs B. to a young lady in town, in- 
viting her to ſpend the ſummer with ber in 

the. country, with a deſcription of the pleas 

ſures of rural ſolitude, f 


- 


DAR CRHARLOT TE, 

O U cannot be ſo immerſed in che 0 
ments of the town, as to diſlike a ſhort 
relaxation from them for a few months during the 


ſummer, to oblige a diſtant, though ſincere 


friend, with your agreeable company. I know you 
too well, to ſuppoſe you can ever be ſo entirely 
{ſwallowed up with balls, plays, or maſquerades, 
REDS” es > 
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( 133, } 
as to forget your real well wiſhers in the country; 
no, Charlotte, I have not yet, and hope never ſhalt 
have the leaſt reaſon to harbour fuch a thought 
of yon; to prevent which, let me beg your 
acceptance of my invitation to favour me with 
an early and long vifit in ſhire; where, if 
a cordial reception and friendly treatment can 
prevail with you to comply with my requeſt, I 
fhall certainly expect to ſee you in three weeks 
time, The pleaſures of the country are now 
daily inereaſing, whilſt the diverſions of the town 
are leflening apace ; the weather is too warm for 
plays, aſſemblies, or routs, and the lengthening 


days invite to rural fcenes. Come then and 


ſpend the ſultry hours with me, - ſecured from 
heat by lofty ſpreading elm trees, near the 
pleaſing murmurs of a neighbouring ſtream. 
Here you may, unmoleſted, enjoy the concert of 
the groves, and view the works of nature and 
art without annoy. Here, far removed from the 
noiſe of carts and coaches, the ſmoke of London 
and the hurry of trade, we may ſpend the paſſing 
hours in impreving and agreeable conyerſe, or 
when the weather permits, in riding, walking, 
fiſhing, and the like rural and healthy exerciſes. 
Permit me to tranſcribe ſome. lines written a few 


weeks ago by a young gentleman in our neigh- 


bourhood, entitled, The Pleaſures of the country, 


with which I will conclude my preſent dull * 


| formance, 2 
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When ruddy Mora unbars the gates of light, 

And op' ning proſpects catch the pilgrim's ſight 

From yonder hills; the birds on ev'ry ſpray, 

In tuneful accents hail the new-born day, 

The fields and meadows, wet with evening dews, 

Like diamonds glitter with unnumber'd hues ; 

But ſoon (as beauteous charms which mea a 

The heat increaſing, they are ſeen no more. 

Now to their flocks the ſnepherds ſwift repair, 

Whilſt gentle zephyrs fan the balmy air; | 

The buſy bees their daily toils renew, 

And lab'ring ants their different cares purſue. 

Now is the time to walk the diſtant fields, 

Whilſt every breeze a ſweeter fragrance yields, 

To view the beauties of the riſing morn, 

And tread the plains which numerous flocks 3 'L 

To paſs thro* meadows where the lambkins Pye 

Or o'er yen hills purſue my early way. 

When Noon arrives, O ſay, my tender friend, 

{On whom may every earthly bliſs deſcend, 

My fair Belinda; whoſe is every grace 8 

That charms the ſoul, or can adorn the face;) 

O ſay, how welcome are thoſe cool retreats, 

Where we have oft (ſecur'd from ſultry heats 

By lofty trees, amongſt the ſweeteſt flow'rs) 

In pleaſing converſs ſpent the noon-tide hours 6 

Or coolly ſeated near a neighb ring brook, „ = 

| We've read by turns ſome choſen fay*rite book 
Of Hervey, Milton, Thomſon, Pope, or wo 
Or elſe in angling paſt the time away. 

When Evening comes, how charming tis to hear 
The tuneful ſongs which ſtrike the lining ear 

K.3 * - From 
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From yonder grove ; whilſt every breeze is ſtill, 
And echo bears the notes from hill to hill. 
When Night returns, how pleafing to behold 
The ſky enlighten'd as with ſtuds of gold; 

To view the moon begin his nightly round, 
And ſhed his pallid luſtre o'er the ground ; 
How bleſt to ſleep ſecure from noiſe and ſtrife: 

Such are the pleaſures of a country life. 


Your's unalterably, &c. 

LETTER XI. 
From Florimond to Alcander, his nephew, ad- 
' wi/ing him againſt the temptations to which 


Us age and ſituation expoſed bim. 


Mx pear NRTHEw, 


S I not only have a great regard for you, 
| but would willingly manifeſt it on every 
ſuitable occaſion ; permit me to addreſs you, as 
one who has both your temporal and eternal in- 
tereſt at heart ; as one, who has not only paſt 
through, but 1 is well acquainted with the ſnares 
and temptations your age and ftation expoſe you 
to, Hear what the wiſe man faith, and lay up 
his admonitions i in thine heart; * / eceive my in- 
traction, and not filver ; and wiſdom rather than 
choice gold; for wiſdom \ is better than riches.” — 


Providence 


( 135 ) 


* has placed you in 2 very promiſing” 
ſituation in life, though ſurrounded with dangers 
and encompaſſed with allurements. Remember 
you are young; your indulgent father was taken 
from you in a very early period, but your tender 
and affectionate mother is {till continued, I doubt 
not as a great bleſſing. Oh be concerned to prove 
the ſame to her; endeavour, by your dutiful 
and endearing behaviour, to make up (as far as 
lies in your power) the loſs of her much loved 
partner and companion. All her hopes are fixed 
on you, that you will be a comfort and bleſſing 
to her, whilſt he is mouldering in the duſt; let 
your actions prove you worthy of thoſe ſeyeral 


_ - amiable characters, which the Almighty has 


given you the opportunity of ſupporting as 3 
man and chriſtian ; I mean, a. dutiful ſon, a a 
tender huſband, an indulgent parent, a worthy 
maſter, and a ſincere friend; by ſo doing you 
will gain univerſal love, and recommend your- 
ſelf to the favour and apprabation of your God +, 
As youth is a time when appetites and paſhang 
are ſtrong, too apt to govern and too often lead 
aſtray from the paths of innocence and virtue, 
F let me perſuade you, my dear Alcander, to take 
K 4 VN heed 


+ I love them that love me, and thoſe Pts ſerle 
me early ſhall find me; ſpoken” by God under the 
phat of wiſdom. Proveris Viji. 17. 
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heed unto your ſteps that you flip not; beware 
of the firſt enticements to fin, thoſe which you 
may improperly call little fins, and which you 
may be led to think God will take no notice of; 
what theſe are, I leave your own conſcience to 
inform you. Remember that truly juſt obſerva - 
tion of a Latin author, 

Nemo repente fuit turpiſſimus, 
which is thus engliſh'd by Mr. Pope i in his Elly 
on Man, epiſtle ii. line 207. 8 

Vice is a monſter of ſo frightful mein, 

As to be hated needs but to be ſeen; 

Vet ſeen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace. 
Always retain a deep ſenſe of your inability to 
think a good thought, or ſpeak a right word of 
yourſelf, and look up to heaven daily for guidance 
and direction, according to Solomon's admoni- 
tion to his ſon, in the third of the Proverbs and 
the ſixth. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he will direct thy ſteps. 


Lr the aſſurance of the omniſcience and om- 


nipreſence of Jehovah in all places, and at all 
times (for darkneſs is the fame as noon-day to 
him) keep you ever upon your guard, preſerve 
you from ſinful compliances and prevent your 
falling; ſo that when Satan or the world may 
tempt you to gratify your luſtful appetites, or 
| Indulge your ſenſual paſſions, by ſuggeſting, now 
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is a fine opportunity, no one can ſee you, do it 


- now or never; you may be enabled to ſay with 


Joſeph, ©* How ſhall I do this great wickedneſs, and 
fin againſt G 8 

Wir reſpect to your buſineſs, be concerned 
to make it a pleaſure, not pleaſure your buſineſs ; 


as a tradeſman, be honeſt, ſober, prudent, and 
diſcreet ; leave as little as poſſible to ſervants, 


knowing that the maſter's eye makes the horſe 


fat. As a chriſtian, be humble and vigilant in 
all your actions; Match and pray that you enter 


not into temptation, for your adverſary the devil 
goeth about as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may, 


devour; make the Scriptures the rule of your 
conduct, and the welfare of your immortal ſoul. 
your chief concern. I wiſh you well; let me hear 


from you often, and ſee you whenever it is con- 
venient. I hope your dear and worthy mother 
is well; tell her I expect a long viſit from 
her this ſummer, or ſhall think ſhe has quits, 
forgot me. I remain, | 

Your. affeQionate Uncle. 


( 138 ) 


LETTER XIII. 


From Philander to Ariſtus, a merchant ; with 
an account of his brother's death, and the 
great change it had wrought in bim; with 


| the ſpeech his brother made Juſt before bis 
5 | 


OWEVER, my dear friend, you may 
be wholly taken up with the concerns 
of buſineſs or purſuits after pleaſure and feſti- 
vity (while you fail down the tide of affluence 
with a briſk gale, without a thought of, or 
preparation for an approaching ſform, as cer- 
tain and unavoidable, as it is deſtructive both to 
paſſenger and veſſel) permit me to remind you 
(without offence) that you are mortal ; that 
after all your toil and anxiety for encreafing 
riches, and the meat which periſheth, you muſt 
ere long die, and leave them to thoſe (who it 
may be) will have the greateſt reafon (in the end) 
to wiſh they had never had them, 

Yov will, I doubt not, be much ſurprized 
to read ſuch a grave unfaſhionable letter from one, 
who has ſo often wrote to you on the moſt gay 
and diffipated topics; but your wonder will ceaſe 
when I tell you, my brother died yeſterday morn- 
ing in all the agonies of ſorrow and deſpair : he 
| Who was ſo lately my chief companion in vice and 
ſenſuality, 
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ſenſuality, and who at firſt perſuaded me to join 


with him in his follies and extravagance, is now 
no more. You well knew how he lived, and 7 
how he died; his groans ſtill found in my ears, 
and his laſt words dwell with horror in my mind, 
Oh fir, though we may at preſent revel in fin, 
and account religion no better than a fable, and 
think futurity an idle tale; there is, Lam per- 
ſuaded, a time coming, when we ſhall awake 
out of this pleaſing dream, and experience our 
fatal deluſion (it may be) too late. Fhat re- 
markable line in Voung's Night Thoughts, 
which I was a witneſs to the truth of yeſterday, 
Men may live fools, but fools they cannot ae, 


has, ] hope, convinced me of the error of my 


ways, and brought me to reflect on my paſt life 
with concern. My brother was taken ill laſt 
Sunday with a violent fever, occaſioned (the 
phyſician apprehends) by exceſſive drinking ; as 
the Friday before he ſpent the evening with 
ſeveral of his unthinking aſſociates, and did not 


return home till between one and two the next. 
morning, much diſguiſed in liquor, As it hap- 
pened, I was prevented accompanying him this 


evening, or I might have been as bad myſelf. 
As he was the eldeſt ſon, my father (as is 
commonly done, but for what reaſons I will not 


pretend to fay). left him the greateſt ſhare of his 
eſtate; 


( 140 
estate; which he has very conſiderably, leſſened 
by his expenſive way of living ; being brought 
up to no buſineſs (another vulgar error) and 
baving no reliſh for the rational amuſements of 
\ life, but wholly given up to idleneſs and diflipa- 
tion, He was never happier in his own opinion, 
than when in the purſuit of ſenſual pleaſures, the 
ruin of innocence, or the intoxicating fumes of 
the bowl. Happy, thrice happy for me, had I 
looked on his vices with as much deteſtation and 
abhorrence, before I liſtened to his deſtructive 
admonitions and followed his enſnaring courſes, as 
Ido now; but ob ! with what heart-felt ſorrow 
and inexpreſible concern I often repeat (and 
'by ſad experience am too well convinced of their 
veracity) thoſe lines of a late poet : 


2 — - 


4 He that once fins, like him who flides on ice, 
* Goes ſwiftly down the ſlippery paths of vice; | 
&* Thoꝰ conſcience checks him, yet thoſe rubs got o'er, 
He fins ſecurely, and looks back no more“. 
| | 9 Dryden. 
Dxrupkp with a falſe notion of pleaſure, my 
youth got the better of my reaſon ; and I was led 
captive by tremble at the thought, my brother; 
he whom I ſhould have laft ſuſpeRed of being 
; my 
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'® Theſe lines can never be thought of too often, nor 
too well remembered and attended to, eſpecially by 


: : I it 3 
my ſeducer into ruin ; he, who might have beers 
my greateſt friend; but oh ! with what horror 
muſt I think, my chief and greateſt enemy, But 
he is gone, and I forgive him ; may God forgive 
him. However, his wicked life was my only 
copy, may his death be my everlaſting advantage, 
and his unſpeakable and eternal gain. T he words 
he uttered juſt before his diſſolution, in a flood 
of tears, were to this purpoſe, addreſſing himſelf 
to me: © Oh, Philander, my only and much 
beloved brother, *twas me, wretched and undone 
creature as I am, that in your early years drew 
you into fin—not ſatisfied with being ruined 
myſelf, I took all the pains I could to bring you 
into the ſame condemnation. You have the 
greateſt reaſon to hate, to curſe me; but I 
ſincerely beg pardon of God, of you, and my 
own ſoul. Pray for me if you can, though 1 
don't deferve it; pity me, loſt and forever miſe- 
rable as I muſt be (if the Almighty does not 
forgive me.) I have lived unmi of - the 
only thing that, could make a dying bed com- 
fortable and pleaſant. I have forgot God, and 
now what can I expect but that he will forget 
me; for though he is merciful, he muſt be juſt *. 


Oh, 


For goodneſs in exceſs muſt be a fin, 
Juſtice muſt 1 whom mercy cannot win. 


Earl of Halifax. 
A God all mercy is a a God unjuſt, Young. 


6142 
Oh, my dear Philander, be aſſured from the laſt 
words of a brother (if I deſerve that title) on the 
verge of immortality, nothing can yield you the 
leaſt conſolation in the views of the grave, but 
religion that religion which I have totally diſ- 
regarded, and taught you to ridicule and deſpiſe, 
Happy for me if the pains I now feel, and the 
raging burnings of my preſent diſeaſe, could 
atone for the profligacy of my paſt conduct, and 
exempt me from that flaming fire which never 
ſhall be quenched ; but no, they cannot, it is im- 
poſſible. I am now fully convinced of that juſt 
obſervation, ** He that fwims in fin ſhall fink in 
forrow.” Oh! let my death, which you will 
ſoon be a witneſs of, lead you to conſider before 
it is too late, that there is a future, never-ending 
ſtate of happineſs and miſery beyond the grave; 
that virtue and piety alone can lead you to the 
firſt *, and vice and ſenſuality bring you to the 
latter. Farewell forever,” 

HERE he was overwhelmed with grief, and 
about an hour after expired Forgive my tears, 


for I really loved him. I cannot proceed, Oh 
wretched Philander! 


— 
* 


* Our life is ſhort, but to extend that ſpan 
To vaſt eternity, is Virtue's work. Shake/pear. 


1 


LETTEN N. 
From Miſs R. to a young lady in the country, 


deſcribing the pleaſures and amuſements of 


the town, contraſted with the ITY of 8 
country life. 


Dear FrrenD, 


\ORGIVE me if I tak envy your ſitu- 

ation, ſurrounded with the innocent delights 
and enjoying the undiſturbed tranquillity of the 
country, whilſt I (much againſt my inclination) 
am daily hurried from one inſipid diverſion to 
another, merely to pleaſe the fancy of a near 
relation, under whoſe care (ſhe having taken a 
great liking to me) my father hath thought proper 
to place me. Her name is Alton, a maiden lady 


about forty, with a very genteel fortune; and 1 
muſt confeſs, uſes me as well and tenderly as if. 


I was her own daughter, though through a miſ- 
taken propenſity to gaiety and parade, keeps a 
great number of ſervants, frequents public diver- 
ſions, and dreſſes both herſelf and me in the 

richeſt ſilks ſhe can procure. It may be you 


think, I'ought not, out of gratitude for her kind- 


neſs, to complain of her; I ſhould not, did her 
taſte Jay a different way from what it does, if 
ſhe evidenced as much concern for the improve- 
ment of my mind, as ſhe is ſolicitous for the 

I . | adorning 
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(44 
adorning of my body, and giving me a taſte for 
the ſeveral amuſements in vogue; but oh, my 


dear Cephiſa, ſeldom or never do theſe intereſt- 


ing topics come upon the carpet. A complaint 
of this nature from a young woman in the bloom 
of life is very uncommon I own, and might ap- 
pear rather ridiculous and methodiſtical to the 
greateſt part of mankind ; but to you (who have 


had a religious education, and been brought up 


in the ſame manner with myſelf) I am certain 
it muſt ſeem too melancholy and affecting to be 


paſt over in filence, But you may probably aſk, 
if the way of life I am now in is ſo diſagreeable 


to me, why I don't mention it to my father ? 


Why, undoubtedly I ſhould, had I not ſome 
reaſon to hope it would ſoon be altered; for the 
ſummer being far advanced, Mrs. Alton talks of 
going out of town in about a fortnight's time, to 
ſpend the remainder of it at her country ſeat in 


Warwickſhire, a delightful place irideed (I was 


there laſt ſummer wpon a viſit with my father.) 


The gardens are laid out in the moft rural 


manner I ever ſaw : here I promiſe myſelf ſome 


pleaſure, everi in the thought of being deprived 
the opportunity of frequenting public diverſions, 
and entirely ſecluded from the fmoak and noiſe 
of London. But what will greatly tend to leſſen 
the felicity of my rural ſituation is, the ſad re- 


gection of being ſo fat diſtant from wy father, 


brother, | 


(14s 

brother, and ſiſters, and deprived of the company 

of my dear and engaging friend ; yet this, I can- 

not but perſuade myſelf, will be in ſome meaſure 
made up, by the inſtructive and entertaining cor- 
reſpondence of both parties. When in town you 

did, and I know would often have called on 

me had I continued there ; but ſoon we ſhall be 

at fo great a diſtance from each other, that I 

muſt not, nor cannot reaſonably expect it. At 

preſent I am chiefly taken up in reading Clariſſa, 

Grandiſon, c. to my fair guardian; or going 

in the evening to Vauxhall, Ranelagh, &c. 

where the height of the pleaſure is reckoned to 

conſiſt in ſeeing and being ſeen ; but you need 
not be informed what diverſions theſe places 
afford, having been at each of them yourſelf, and 
left them without the leaſt concern or regret, as 
a ſad contraſt to the unmoleſted retirements of 
rural ſolitude, 1 am, my dear friend, 
| Your' s, Sc. 
LETTER XV. 

From Cleander to Philos, aſſuring him how 
agreeable his letters would be to him; con- 
cluding with an ode on health, which be 
wrote in one of his evening _ | 

Dzar FRIEND, ON 

'F* HOUGH in the midſt of every pleaſure 

that ſylvan retirement can afford, I cannot 


1 | reſt 


6146) 


reſt ſatisfied without writing to you, that I may 
have the wiſhed-for opportunity of peruſing 
your entertaining and inſtructive letters, fraught 
with all that elegance of ſtile and perſpicuity of 
compoſition, which runs (in ſo eminent a 
manner) through your literary productions. You 
may believe me (for flattery is my averſion) nothing 
can add more to my preſent happineſs and tran- 
quillity, than the company and converſation of 
my much loved Philos, and when unavoidably 
deprived of theſe, the receipt of his uſeful and 
amuſing epiſtles. My preſent ſituation, as it 
ſecludes me from. the noiſe and hurry of a 
crowded city, and leaves me to my own reflec- 
tions without diſturbance, ſuits far better with 
my inclination than my former way of life, but 
has this inconvenience attending it, preventing 
me ſeeing my friends as often as I could with 
which can be only alleviated in ſome meaſure by 
their obliging correſpondence : this, as it is in 
their power to favour me with, I hope to enjoy 
(whenever opportunity ſuits) with that inward 
pleaſure and delight which true mme alone 
can reliſh or afford. 

T rave juſt been taking a ſerious walk in 
one of the fineſt evenings the ſummer has 
afforded ; the verdant fields, the flowery mea- 
dows, and the warbling ſongſters of the groves, 
all conſpired to render walking pleaſant and 

agreeable, 


( 7 
agreeable. My reflections as I paſt along, were 
on the wonderful works of God in the Creation; 
and the greatneſs of the bleſſing of a good ſtate 
of health *, without which all nature would be 
but as a blank, and every enjoyment uſeleſs and 
inſipid +, 

Wolly ſwallowed up in theſe contempla- 
tions, I fat down on a grafly hillock, by the 
fide of an hedge intermingled with various ſweet 
ſmelling flowers; and in the height of a poetical 
reverie, wrote the following lines, which I take 
the liberty of ſending you for your peruſal and 
opinion of. I ſtile them, 

An ODE on HEALTH. 
| ; I. | 
HEALTH is a rich and heav'nly gift, 
Deſcending from on high, 


Which empty titles cannot gain, 
Nor fordid riches buy. 


II. 
Health is the parent of content, 
Compoſer of our ſtrife, 
Adds ſweetneſs to our joys below; 
Without it, what is life? 


+ The ſalt of life, which does to all a reliſh pive. 
Cowley. 
Mankind, as you vouchſafe to ſmile or frown, 
Find eaſe in chains, « or anguiſh i in a crown. 


| Garth. 
h 2 


11 


III. 


Health is the child of temperance, 
And prudence is its nurſe ; | 
To worldly men, depriv'd of this, 
Exiſtence ſeems a curſe. 


IV. 


Health is the ſunſhine of the ſoul, 
And body's ſweet repoſe, 
In meaſure *twill remove our griefs, 
And ſoften all our woes. 


V. 
Health is a bleſſing highly priz'd, 
By thoſe who know its loſs, 
Without it, honours, wealth, and fame, 
Are vain and empty droſs. 


= "IL, 


Health is the rich man's needed friend, 
The poor their only wealth. 

»Twill double all enjoyments here; 
So great a bleſſing's health. 


9 
For ever praiſe the Lord, my ſoul, Nl 
For this his pift to me ; | 
Oh may his praiſes be my theme, 
'Thro? all eternity. 


I FEAR I have already tired your patience, 
or would have ſent you my thoughts on this 


Jubject 


( 149 ) 
ſubject in proſe 3 but at nt permit me to 
ſtile myſelf, 


Your real 9 and ſervant, 


* 
o 


Cleander. 


LETTER: 


From Miſs L. to a young lady in town, giving 


an account of a gentleman'”s falling in love 
with Her ſiſter who was married; concluding 
_ wwith an Ode on Friendſhip, or Platonic Love, 
which he ſent her encloſed in a letter, de- 
claring his paſſion in the moſt pathetic terms. 


My DEAR BELINDA, 

ORGIVE me troubling you with the fol- 

lowing ſtory, which, though it may not 
be entertaining, is too true, and has cauſed my 
ſiſter much ſorrow and concern. A young gen- 
tleman of our town, greatly beloved and reſpected 
by all his acquaintance, came to ſee my brother 
about ſix weeks ago, for the firſt time fince his 


marriage. It happened that he was out; my 


ſiſter, as ſhe knew who he was, and on what 
account he came, begged. him to ſtay, telling 
him ſhe expected Mr. Oſborne home in half an 
hour's time, He complied, and entered into a 
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very pleaſing converſation with my ſiſter and me, 
on the happineſs of a country life, and the benefits 
of ſolitude and retirement; which ſubjets he 
diſcuſſed in ſuch a ſenſible and entertaining 
manner, that could not fail of being agreeable 
to both of us. He drank tea, and ſtaid till be- 
tween ſeven and eight o'clock, when Mr. Oſborne 
not coming home, he took his leave, begging his. 
compliments to- him, and that he would call 
another time. About a week afterwards he came 
again and found my brother at home ; this after- 
noon he was dreſt extremely genteel indeed, and 
being a tall likely young man, looked ta great 
advantage. Mr. Oſborne received him with 
all the politeneſs of a courtier, and at the 
ſame time with the pleaſure and affection of a 
real friend. "Fhey converſed together I believe till 
near nine o'clock this evening, my ſiſter and I 
were in the room moſt of the time, and he was 
obſerved often to ſmile at my ſiſter and direct 
his diſcourſe to her, but this was thought nothing 
particular of, as my brother knew him to be a 
ſober and deſerving young gentleman : however, 
when he went away, he gave my ſiſter one or two 
very expreſſive and tender looks (unobſerved by 
Mr. Oſborne) which put her into great confuſion. 
He repeated his viſits every week afterwards till 
within theſe nine days, under pretence of juſt 
calling as he went by, always enquiring how 
| _Mry 


4 

Mrs. Oſborne did, eſpecially if he did not 
happen to ſee her, which made me ſuſpicious 
there was ſomething more in his viſits than either 
of us thought of, though he always behaved in 
a becoming manner, and ſeemed only deſirous of 
being accounted a friend, Indeed he uſed often 
to aſk my brother to make a party with my ſiſter 
and me, and ſpend a day or two with him at his 
country houſe in Oxfordſhire (an eſtate his father 
left him about a year and a half ago) which Mr. 
| Oſborne promiſed to do before the end of the 

ſummer ; but to our great ſurprize, my lifter 
received a letter yeſterday morning, which, when 
ſhe opened, ſhe found was from him. As 
it may be your deſire to know the contents of it, 

J ſend you the following as a genuine copy, 


together with ſome verſes which were incloſed, 


begging the fayour of you not to ſhow them to 
any one, as my ſiſter is deſirous to have them 
kept a ſecret from the world, leſt Mr. Oſborne 


hearing of it, ſhould make himſelf uneaſy on the. 


account, 


< Too amiable Maria, 


„Tn heartfelt pleaſure and ſatisfaction 1 


© have lately enjoyed in your agreeable company 
* and converſe, too plainly evinces the ardour 
«© of my affection for one, who (as ſhe is un- 
5 alterably engaged for life) cannot with the 
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leaſt pretence to prudence and diſcretion, 
make any returns for ſuch an unhappy paſſion; 
which though I know, and acknowledge, 

be improperly fixt upon ſo unwarrantable an 
object, yet am not able to ſubdue it; ſuch 
(too dear Maria!) is the force of youthful 
eſteem, too early cheriſhed and imbibed in a 
tender breaſt, and ſo imprudently encouraged. 
I condemn myſelf a thouſand times, for having 
given it the leaſt room, in my more thoughtful | 
moments, eſpecially as Pm convinced of its 
unlawfulneſs, and how contrary it is to thofe 
ſacred principles I have been educated in, and 
profeſs to follow. But what ſhall I ? what can 
I ſay? To attempt to excuſe myſelf, would 
only be to aggravate my crime; to endeavour 
to extenuate its guilt, the means of making it 
appear the blacker : all that I can offer in my 
own defence, I am certain is only the plead- 
ings of corrupt nature; and that common 
obſervation, we cannot command our paſions, 
But however frequently this may be adopted 
by the ſenſualiſts of the age; yet how vain 
and inſignificant muſt it appear in the eyes 
of ſenſible (not to ſay) religious men; ſuch 
language is a queſtioning the Almighty's 
wiſdom in the formation of our paſſions, and 
murmuring at 'his works, as though they 
were imperfect, which is as impious as it is 


„ ablurd, 


41 


ec abſurd, and borders upon infidelity, immorality, 


&« and profaneneſs.— The prudent behaviour | # 
“ with which you have always treated me, has 
made me appear ridiculous even to myſelf, 
„“ and the proper object of your juſt contempt _ | 
and hatred: h:d you behaved otherwiſe, we | 
« both might have been ruined ; but that re- | 
* ſpectful diſtance and veneration your words and 
& actions inculcated and enforced, has been, I 
5e hope, the means of reclaiming me from the 4 
& moſt iniquitous purſuits, and taught me, my 
<« own weakneſs, folly, and imprudence, in en- 
% couraging an eſteem ſo eren to every law, 
* human and divine, 

© THAT you are worthy of the beſt of huſ- - 
ec bands, I am fully perſuaded, and happy in 41 g 
<« ſeeing you poſſeſt of; but oh! how often do 7 Vl 
I repent the moment I firſt admitted this puerile 
« eſteem to take place ane deſtroy my peace? 
+ how have I ſtruggled with myſelf to overcome 
eit, but in vain | all the arguments that conſci- 
c ence alledged againſt it, every conſideration 
6“ religion LT to diſſuade me from it, were 
6 fruitleſs and ineffectual. I have for ſame 
e weeks paſt continued in the practice of what 
« ] cannot but diſapprove, and am fully con- 
„ vinced of my error without a power to reform; 
ee with what readineſs have I argued againſt it, 
ee and painted its odiouſneſs i in the ſtrongeſt co- 


* 


£6 lours, 


„ 


“ lours, but to no purpoſe ; the tumult of my 
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troubled mind increaſes daily, and what will 


be the conſequence I cannot tell, where it 
will end, God only knows. Conſcious that J 
deſerve your ſcorn, I ſtand ſelf- condemned; 


but if your relenting diſpoſition can pity my 


deplorable ſituation, I earneſtly intreat your 
compaſſion and forgiveneſs. Your good ſenſe 
and affability, together with your agreeable 
perſon and addreſs, all conſpire againſt me, 
and every renewed viſit does but heighten 
my affection, in oppoſition to that indiffer- 
ence it is my duty to encourage. As, yet, 
I have (in ſome meaſure) ſtifled my paſſion ; 


ſhould it increaſe I muſt tear myſelf from you 


forever. Your acceptance of the following 
lines, occaſioned by my ſtiling my affection 
for you, Friendſhip or Platonic Love, will 
lay me under infinite obligations, and be the 
laſt favour I ſhall preſume to alk of the 100 
dear and amiable Maria, 


An ODE on FrIitnDsHIP or PLATONIC 


Love, addreſſed to a married Lady. 


| 
TOO lovely Fair, whoſe every grace, 
Attracts the wand'ring eye; 
Whoſe mind, as beauteous as thy face, 
Does ſtill new charms ſupply. | | 5 
| Accept 


E 
Accept a young unſkilful poet's lays, 
Whoſe firſt ambition is to gain your praiſe, 


II. 


Friendſhip, thou dear and much - low d name, 
Aſſiſt my early lays; 
Inſpir'd with thy angelic flame, 
I fain would ſing thy praiſe. 
O Thou ineſtimable gift to men, 
Celeſtial Goddeſs, aid my feeble pen. 


III. 


Friendſhip, thou balm of every woe, 

And ſoftner of our pains, 

Who heightens all our joys below, 

Forgive theſe humble ſtrains. 

Oh ſpeak the bleſſings which thy ſteps attend, 
Say what's contain'd in that one word—a Friend. 

| V. 

Friendſhip alone in deep diſtreſs, 

Will eaſe the painful heart, 

For every trouble ſeems the leſs 

When friendſhip bears a part“, 


She ſtops the progreſs of increaſing Arife, 
And adds new reliſh to the ſweets of life, 


4. =» a knows the j joys of friendſhip ? 
The truſt, ſecurity, and mutual tenderneſs, 


The double joys, where each i is glad for both? 
Reue: 
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1 
Priendſhip alone in every grief 
Partakes a willing ſhare, 
In ſickneſs yields a kind relief, 
And comforts in deſpair. 
When thro' unſeen misfortunes wealth declines, 
In poverty true friendſhip brighteſt ſhines, 


VI. 
Friendſhip the ſinking ſpirits chears, 
And ftills the anxious breaſt, 
In danger will remove our fears, 
And give our ſorrows reſt, 
'Tho? fore afflictions ſeize the vital frame, 
Friendſhip remains unchangeably the ſame. 


VIE. 
Friendſhip in every ſtate and age, | 
Will ever welcome prove, 
The mind with all its powers engages 
And melt the ſoul to love. 


O ſing her praiſe, ye angels tell her worth, | 
A liſe of friendſhip 1s a heav'n on earth 3 | 


ES — 
— 


* Celeſtial Happineſs, whene'er ſhe ſtoops 
To viſit earth, one ſhrine the goddeſs finds, 
And one alone, to make her ſweet amends 
For abſent Heav*'n,—the boſom of a friend; 
Where heart meets heart reciprocally ſoft, 
Fach other's pillow to repoſe divine. 


Young's Night Thoughts. 
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'' Your patience, my dear Belinda, muſt be 
greater than Job's, not to be quite exhauſted in 
reading ſo long an N therefore, ſans cere- 
ie, a | 4 0 5 


mee 
LETTER XVII. 


From Mi 1 to a relation in town, giving 
an account of the death of an amiable young 
lady, an intimate friend of hers, with an 
epitaph made on her, by a ö in the 

ERIE | 


Dear Covstn; 


T may be you have heard of the death of my 
intimate friend Miſs M. but left you ſhould 
not, I take this opportunity to inform you ſhe 
died laſt Tueſday, about four o'clock in the 
afternoon. She was taken ill the Wedneſday 
before with a violent cold, which terminated in 
a high fever the Saturday following. At times 
he was delirious, but when in her ſenſes, no 
one could be more patient and reſigned, Her 
ſiſter (by her deſire) ſent for me laſt Sunday, juſt 
as I came from church in the morning; I ſaw 
their man coming along, and overtaking me as L 
got to our door, he told me his meſſage with 
* 7 ſeemingly 


1497 3 
ſeemingly great concern; the ſubſtance of which 
was, that Miſs M. was extremely ill indeed, and 
deſired to ſee me to take her leave of me, as ſhe 
did not expect to live but a few hours. You 
may be ſure the news. filled me with ſorrow, 
anxiety, and ſurprize; as I was with her but 
the Tueſday before, when ſhe was quite chearful 
and well. After acquainting my father with the 
meſſage, I went immediately to their houſe, and 
being conducted by a weeping ſervant to the 
melancholy chamber, found Mrs. L. her ſiſter, 
fitting by the bed-ſide diſſolved in tears. The 
phyſician had been there and was juſt gone, 
after having pronounced the fever dangerous, 
As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe attempted to ſpeak ; 
the violence of her grief ſtopt her utterance, and 
after waving her hand three or four times, loſt 


her ſenſes and raved for about ten minutes, then 


fell into a gentle doze and ſlept near half an 
hour. When ſhe awaked, ſhe ſeemed better, 
but very low; on ſeeing how much the ſight of 


me affected her, I thought it molt proper to go 


into another room till ſhe recovered herſelf, 
which I did. When ſhe found me gone ſhe 


aſked her ſiſter where I was, and being told, 


deſired with great earneſtneſs to ſee me. When 
J went to the bed-ſide to her, ſhe took hold of 
my hand, and ſaid, looking on me with much 


tenderneſs and nenn —<M ö dear, dear friend, 
little 
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62 
little did I think laſt Tueſday of your ſeeing me 
ſo ſoon, in the alarming ſituation I am now in; 
but we know not what a day or, an. hour may 
bring forth. Forgive my ſending for you to 
behold a fight, the moſt painfal and diſtreſſing 
to human nature, the dying agonies of (one wha 
I know you account) a dear friend; but it was 
my ſtrong affection for you, which made it im- 
poſſible for me to think of leaving all things 
here, without taking a laſt, a long farewell of 
5. — Death appears not terrible to me, but 
the parting with my dear friends, whom I ſo 
much love, and by whom I know myſelf 
beloved, cuts me to the heart.“ Here the was 
| again overcome with grief and unable to pro- 
ceed; upon which, telling her I would return 
in a ſhort time, I left her and went home, with. 
eyes ſwollen with tears, and a heart big with 
forrow. 

O calling the next. morning to know bow 
ſhe did, they informed me ſhe was much worſe, 
the fever greatly increaſed, and very little in her 
ſenſes. I thought it would be of no ſervice to- 
go up to ſee her, therefore I went back again, 
and as ſoon as I got into my room gave way to 
a genuine and unfeigned concern. Monday 
night the phyſician ſaid, ſhe would change very: 
ſoon for the better or worſe, which ſhe did, 
N L 8 on 2 


( 166 7 
trderd, about four o'clock on'T ueſd ay morning; 
when ſhe appeared on the verge of her diſſolu- 
tion, and continued growing worſe till the time 
ſhe died, taking leave of her ſiſter about three 


o'clock in the afternoon, in a very affectionate 
and pathetic manner, and deſiring her to tell 


me, ſhe hoped to renew our friendſhip in heaven. 


About half an hour -after, ſhe was in extreme 
pain, in the height of which ſhe calls out to her 
ſiſter, My dear Betſy, join with me in pray- 
ing for the beſt of bleſſings on my dear father, 

you, my dear friend Miſs I. and all mankind” 
then taking hold of her hand, kiſt it ſeveral 
times heartily, and lifting up her eyes. and 
hands, with her ſiſter's inclos'd in them, to 
heaven, ſhe attempted to pray ; but the violence 


of her diſorder took away her ni; and ſhe 
continued ſo till her death. 


_ Hex ſiſter never left her room, from the time 


T was with her on Sunday. I cannot but ſym- 


pathize with her, for ſhe is quite inconſolable. 
The following epitaph was made on her by a 
young gentleman in the neighbourhood, which 
(as it appears the real dictates of ſympathetic 
friendſhip and eſteem) I ſend for your peruſal. 

Tun author is to be ſuppoſed ſitting in a 
thoughtful poſture, but on hearing the bell toll 
from a neighbouring ſteeple, ſtarts, and. ſays, 
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What ſounds are theſe which ſtrike my liſt' ning ears, 
Awake my ſorrows and alarm my fears 
From yonder ſteeple ? Tis the diſmal knell _ 
Of ſome departed ſpirit; who can tell 
But now the deathleſs being dwells above, 
In endleſs regions of eternal love, | 
(Beyond the reach of every human pain, 
Whoſe loſs to friends, is her ſuperior gain ?) 
It does, for Oh—the dear Maria's dead, 
To realms of joy the bleſſed ſpirit's fled. 
She's gone, ſhe's. gone; aſſiſt my feeble lays,. 
Ye ſacred Nine, to fing her matchleſs praiſe 
In plaintive ſtrains. Oh lend your ſkilful aid, 
Celeſtial Muſes, every tuneful maid -. _ | 
Join in the mournful ſong, with-grief deplore 
Maria's dead, and muſic is no more, : 
Maria's dead, repeat from ſhore to ſhore. 
Maria's dead, in doleful accents cr, 
Maria's dead, let hills and dales reply · nd OS 
Ye diſtant meads, the ſadd*ning meſſage tell 
Maria's gone, ye green retreats farewell; 

Ve pleaſant fields where oft ſhe us'd to ſtray, 

Be cloth'd no more in Summer's bright array; 
Le lofty trees without your leaves appear, 
Ml/jꝛia's gone, be winter all the year; | 
Ye ſhady groves in wither'd garbs deplore, 

Maria's gone, and verdure is no more.. | 
| | 3 Bur 
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© This is imitated from Pope” 8 fourth nn 
Kid the Winter. 
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Bor oh! what words can paint the ſiſter's grief, 
Or yield the weeping Fair the leaſt relief? 
Too lovely mourner, ſpeak her real worth, 
Who ſhar'd her beſt affections while on earth. 
O tell what numbers mourn her early fate, 
How much belov'd in this imperfect ſtate ? | 
Say how ſubmiſlively ſhe bore the rod, 

= - How ſoon ſhe gave her/e/f, her all to God; 
1 Speak thou, who waſt till death her greateſt friend, 
What numerous ſorrows did thy boſom rend; 2 
| When the dread fever rag'd in every vein, 
Wl | | And reaſon left her overwhelm'd in pain; 
1 How did her flowing tears thy grief renew, 
1 When ſenſible of death, ſhe ſaĩd Adieu. 
While pleaſing hopes her lively faith ſupply'd, 2p 
1 She took her laſt farewell, and weeping died. 55 
1 Bur oh! my tender friend, wipe every tear, 
1 For tho? fbe's gone, your Jeſus ſtill is near; 
118 Then let this thought revive your drooping heart, 
1 3 You'll meet her ſoon above, no more to part. 
q | 
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Forgive me detaining you ſo long, and believe 
mae to be, with the greateſt ſincerity, 


 Your's unalterably. 
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LETTER XVII. 25 


From Solids jo a friend; 60 in anfever 10's 
queſtion; What pleaſures are to be enjoyed 
in Solitude and retirement ?) With, an 
extrats from T. homſon' s. Seaſons. . 


Dran Mika, | | 27 9 
1 HO UGH you are 1 in Gapour 


| of the town, from your fondneſs of its 
diverſions and amuſements, I can ſay, from 
pleaſing experience, with our great poet Milton, 


Solitude ſometimes is beſt ſociety. 


You ſeem to wonder at my dullneſs of taſte, as 
you are pleaſed to term it, and would fain per- 
ſuade me, true pleaſures are only to be enjoyed f oY 
in London. But you muſt forgive me if I differ x 
from you here; there. are pleaſures in ſolitude | Ty 
which none but lovers of it know; true felicity 
has been always eſteemed of a retired: nature, and 
an enemy to grandeur, pomp, and noiſe; therefore 
& | chiefly found in the filent receſſes of the eu- 
try; where every thing that can inſtil calmneſs, 
E ſcrenity, and delight into the troubled mind, is 
3 found, But it is far above my, poor abilities to 
T5 deſcribe the happineſs of rural retirement, there- 
| fore, to anſwer the queſtion in your laſt, -perinit 
me, my dear friend, to tranſcribe” ſome-lines out 

Eel . of 
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of my favourite author, Thomſon ; where paint- 
ing the enjoyments of a country life in his poem 
on the Autumn, he fays, 


Oh knew he but his happineſs, of men 

The happieſt he! who far from public rage, 
Deep in the vale, with a choice few retir'd, 
- Drinks the pure pleaſures of the rural life. 


- 8 20% „% „ — * o „ . 


Sure peace is his; a ſolid lte, 3 

To diſappointment, and fallacious hope; 

| * Rich in content, in Nature's bounty rich, 

ti In herbs and fruits; whatever greens the Spring, 

[| When Heaven deſcends in ſhowers ; — 

bough 

| When Summer reddens, and when Autumn "ol 4 

Fa | Dr in the Wintry glebe whatever lies | 
| i Conceal'd, and fattens with the richeſt ſap ; 

| n Theſe are not wanting ; nor the milky drove,. 

is | Euxurtant,. fpread o'er all the lowing vale ; 

18 Nor bleating mountains; nor the chide of ftreams; 
= And hum of bees, inviting ſleep ſincere 

„ | Into the guiltleſs breaſt, beneath the ſhade,, - 
FH  _- Or cron at large amid the fragrant hay. 

f Here too dwells fample truth; plain innocence $ 

6 | Unſullied beauty; ſound unbroken youth, 
Patient of labour, with a little pleag'd ; 

Health ever blooming ; unambitious toil; 

Calm contemplation; and poetic eaſe. 
Forgive the length of this quotation ; but as 
zothing I ever. met with, ſuits better with my 
3 | | ideas 


ne ts 
ideas of the happineſs of ſolitude, I eould not 
forbear tranſcribing it at full length. All I wiſh; 
is, that by reflecting on the juſtneſs and pro- 
priety of the above deſeription, you may become 
a proſelyte to my way of thinking, and adopt 
ſentiments worthy the regard of a rational and 
immortal being, formed for higher and more 
noble purpoſes, than to be a ſlave to pleafore, or 
the gaze of fools. I remain, 
My dear Mira, 


| Your' s, &c. 
.. LETTER MM 


To Crito, a young gentleman mourning the loſs 
of an indulgent father, _ 

N 55 | 
HE Almighty has, in the courfe of his all- 
L wiſe diſpenſations, thought fit to deprive 
you of a tender and indulgent father, whoſe chief 
concern was to ſee you walk in the paths of 
virtue and religion ; one whoſe precepts and 
example you will do well to imitate and follow, 
as a proof of your regard and affection for ſo 
valuable a parent. Weep you may, I know you 
cannot refrain, when you think how much he 
loved you, how earneſt and ſolicitous he Was for 

My the 
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the advancement and promotion of your: temporal 
and eternal welfare; but what will tears avail 
towards making up the loſs you have ſuſtained, or 
leſſening the greatneſs of it? nothing. He only, 
who has made you fatherleſs, can be more than a 
father to you; implore his guidance and protec- 
tion, make conſcience of addreſſing him at all 
times and i in every trouble; he will be a God at 
hand, and not afar off. Let thei image of the father 
eminently appear in the life and converſation of 
the ſon, and be reflected by his amiable conduct 
and behaviour; truſt not to your own judgment 
with reſpect to affairs of importance; you havg 
relations and friends, who have your real and 
beſt intereſt at heart, conſult and adviſe with 
them; they have ſeen and know more of the 
world than you can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to 
know, therefore better able to warn you of the 
dangers, ſnares, and temptations, to which you 
will be unavoidably expoſed, and liable to fall 
into, in your paſſage through life; obſerve their 
admonitions and value their inſtructions; ſhow 
your good ſenſe, prudence, and underſtanding, 
by paying a ſuitable deference and reſpect to 
their opinion and counſel; walk circumſpectly, 
live in holineſs as well as profeſs it; endeavour 
to be an ornament in the ſtation Providence has 
placed you; recommend the doctrines of the 


Goſpel to others, by. * exemplary. walk and 


- 


converſation, 


4 


( 67 ) 
converſation, ſo ſhall your father's God be your | 


God, and your eternal portion, | which is the 
earneſt deſire and prayer of, 


Your ſincere friend. 


LETTER 


To Cleant bes, with a ſpecimen of a poem i in 
Blank verſe, on n and Jaftnde, by a 


youth. F 


SIR, | | 
OV are pleaſed with the productions of 
younger minds, eſpecially where piety ſeems 
to direct the pen; permit me to ſend you the fol- 
lowing firſt attempts of a young gentleman, the 
ſon of a friend of mine, written (after a recovery 
from a fit of illneſs) on health and ſolitude, in 
blank verſe; which, if it meets with your 
approbation, ſhall take the liberty of ſending you 
the remainder of | it, the firſt opportunity. | 


O Thou the beſt of earthly bleſſings, Health, 
Celeſtial gift, but on a few beſtow'd, 

Thou ſweetner of our ſorrows, hail ; to thee 

I dedicate my early lay, and ftrive to ſing 

In, humble verſe thy praiſe. Ye ſacred Nine, 
Harmonie ſiſters, lend your pleaſing a2, 


M 4 And 
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And warm my ſoul with true poetic fire; 
Teach me to mount as on an eagle's wing, 


And catch ſeraphic ardor from on high. 
Tre man how bleſt, who on ſome rural plain 


Lives undiſturb'd, from all diſorders free, 


Breathes the freſh air, and drinks the cooling ſpring, 


| Eftrang'd to fickneſs and to grief unknown ; 


Far from the ceaſeleſs din, the noiſe and ſtrife 
Of crowded cities and the haunts of trade, 
Where induſtry unweary'd ſtill purſues 
Thro? every varied ſcene the means of gain. 
Tavs let me ſpend the few remaining hours 


Which Providence indulgent may prolong, 


While anxious cares and every ſore diſtreſs 
Which daily wait on mortals here below, 
Reach not the peaceful cottage where I dwell. 
What's life? with all the pleaſures of the world, 
Without this grand reſtorative of bliſs, 

This greateſt bleſſing lent to man below? — 
Tis all a viſionary tranſient good, 

Well ſtil'd a dream, a bubble quickly brokez 
To ev'ry blaſt expos'd, to ev? 'ry wind 

A prey,—Oh grant me then, Thou Great Supreme, 
This chief enjoyment to poſſeſs i it Iong, 
Tho' not a ſtranger to the numerous pains 
Which fleſh is ſubject to, and all the woes 
That conſtant wait on frail mortality. 


I remain, Sir, 


Your's to command, 
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LETTER XXI. 


From Raltimond to Florolet, with refle ions 
on the works of Providence, and the weak 
neſs of human wiſdom : 4 fragment. 


OO KIN G over ſome papers in my ſtudy 
this morning, I found the following extract 
from the Ledger, on the works of Creation, 
which greatly pleaſed me, and I doubt not, will 
be entertaining to my friend, as it is written 
in the ſtile and manner of his favourite author, 
Hervey, and contains ſentiments worthy the 
regard of a man and chriſtian, The time it refers 
to, being late of a Summer's evening, the author 
introduces it with thoſe elegant lines from Pope's 
Homer, 
+» + + The moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
O' er Heav'n's clear azure, ſheds her ſacred light 3 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 
And not a cloud 0 ercaſts the ſolemn ſcene; 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 
And ſtars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole. 
AMoNG all the ſtudies that engage the mind 
of man, the beſt adapted to Nature is that of 
Omnipotence; this is a field ſufficiently large 
for the moſt fertile genius to expand its faculties 
in, and affords a ſerious contemplation to learn 
its own weakneſs, and to adore that Almighty 
Being, 
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19 
Being, who ſpoke the whole into exiſtence, and 
ſtill ſupports it by the breath of his mouth. 

THE other evening, when the laſt beams of 
the departing day had tinged the fleecy clouds 
with glowing purple, I left the ſcenes of mirth 
and jollity, to enjoy the calmneſs of the air, and 
meditate on the wonders of the Creation. The 
Moon adorned the chambers of the Eaft, and 
drew a ſilver mantle over the verdant carpet of 
Nature. Not the leaſt noiſe diſturbed the ſolem- 


nity of the ſcene ; the feathered ſongſters of the 


grove were retired to reſt, and the herds and 
flocks were ſleeping on the graſſy ſurface of the 
meadows, In this filent and pleaſing ſituation, 
I directed my eyes towards the azure arch of 
Heaven, viewed with wonder and admiration 
the grand theatre of the Univerſe, and wandered 
in idea through the boundleſs fields of Ether. I 
particularly remarked ſome of the planetary 
globes, which form our ſolar ſyſtem, now 
ſhining with * diſtinguiſhed luſtre, and reflected 
on the amazing velocity with which they per- 
form their reſpective orbits round the Sun. 
Retire into yourſelves, ye giddy mortals, think 
on your own weakneſs, ignorance, and folly, 
and you will ſoon be convinced how unable ye 


are to oppoſe the hand that. formed univerſal 


Nature, or contend . with. that Wiſdom that 
plan'd its various laws; remember your actions 
| | are 


En! 

are all expoſed to his view, nor are the moſt 
ſecret thoughts of your hearts conezaled from 
his all-ſearching eye; the pitchy mantle of the 
night cannot hide any thing from him: tremble 
therefore, ye ſcoffers at Providence, ye ſons of 
rapine, riot, violence, and wrong; be aſſured he 
marks every ction of your lives, and will reward 
ye at laſt according to your doings. Vengeance, 
terrible as the duſty whirlwinds of the Arabian 
deſarts, and ſudden as the lightning 8 flaſh, will 
overtake you, and pour on your heads the juſt 
indignation of an offended God, Leave then 
the Pari of injuſtice, debauchery, and pro- 
faneneſs, abandon the haunts of drunkenneſs and 
ſenſuality, and retire with me into the ſequeſtered 
fields; contemplate the works of Heaven's 
Almighty, and you will ſoon be led to adore 
the Omnipotent Architect, and be convinced 
that happineſs is only to be found in the paths 
of virtue and religion, | 

AN early epiſtle, with your opinion of the 
incloſed, will much oblige : an old friend in the 
receſſes of 


Sylvan tranquility, 
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LETTER XXII. 


From Miſs N. to à relation, informing ber 


how happy ſhe is in ber preſent ſituation; 
with an allegorical viſion, ſhewing the be- 
_ mefits of adverſity. 


T may appear very odd to my dear Amanda, 
that a young woman at my time of life, ſhould 
prefer ſolitude and retirement, before gaiety and 
the diverſiong of the town, and though ſur- 
rounded with pleaſures and amuſements, ſhould 
willingly abandon them all, and declare myſelf 
in favour of the country; but really they appeared 
to me ſo triſling and ipſipid, that I was quite 
tired of them ; there was ſuch à ſameneſs in moſt, 
and vanity in every ſcene daily preſented to my 
view, that nothing but my couſin's obliging im- 
portunities could have preyailed on me to follow 
them ſo long. Her company and converſation 
was the greateſt happineſs I enjoyed i in London; 
with her I paſt whole hours in amuſing and in- 
ſtructive intercourſe, and experienced more real 


and inward ſatisfaction from the pleaſing marks 


of her friendſhip and eſteem I continually re- 
ceived, than I poſlibly could do, from ſparkling 
in a ball-room or ſhining at the play. Her con- 
ſtant endeavours to entertain me by making 
parties of pleaſure, and going to the ſeveral 

7 ä places 
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places of public amuſements, whilſt they afforded 


me ſufficient opportunities of making proper re- 
flections on each, at the ſame time, convinced 
me of her deſire and willingneſs to make my ſtay 
in town as agreeable as ſhe could. How happy 


ſhould I have thought myſelf, could I have pre- 


vailed on her to accompany me into the country, 
but with what regret I left her behind, / tears 
at parting evidenced, 

I Found but one fault with 8 which was 
ber ſtrong attachments to pleaſures of a tumul- 
tuous kind, while mine were more of a retired 
nature, ariſing from an unconquerable fondneſt 
of rural ſolitude and ſylvan contemplations, 
Which I can enjoy in my preſent ſituation, 
unenvied by the great, forſaken 95 the 82, and 
undifturbed by all. 8 

"Srxcx my return to ſilent groves, and hady 
ney ſhe has favoured me with an account of 
a very remarkable dream ſhe had one evening; 
the effects, ſhe apprehends, of a converſation the 
day before with a friend, on the benefit of adver- 
fity and diftreſs ; which, as it is peculiarly ftrik= 
ing and inſtructive, I cannot ſuppoſe there i is "0F 
Weinen to apologize for incloſing it. 

*Lasr Monday Mrs. K — called and drank 
tea with us, when the queſtion was ſtarted by 
my mother (who was then much troubled with 


2 violent pain in her head) Of what benefits is. 
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adverſity, and wherein can it be ſtiled uſeful to 
man in general F ? At night, when 1 reſigned 
myſelf: to ſleep; Fancy reſumed her office, and 
impreſt with the above enquiry, tranſported me 
in a moment into the moſt charming meadow I 
had ever ſeen. A murmuring ſtream flowed thre” 
the middle of it, and by its refreſhing moiſture; 
perpetually renewed it with all the beauties of 
the ſpring; the verdure of the ground, the gay 
flowers with Which it was enamelled; the fra- 
grance of the morning air, the ſloping beams of 
the riſing ſun gilding a thick wood that appeared 
on one ſide of the meadow, all conſpired to 
heighten the beauty af the ſcenes and give alacrity 
to the ſpirits. My heart exulted with joy as 1 
purſued. the courſe of the river or ſtream, which 
led to a temple ſituated at a diſtance on a riſing 
ground, encircled with woodbines, jeſſamines, | 
and myrtles, whole variegated. bloſſoms: caſt forth 
a profuſion. of mingled ſweets. | To this temple, 
moſt travellers. who entered the meadow, ſeemed 
at fir/t inclined to bend their eps, but I obſerved 
ſcarce any that accompliſhed their purpoſe ; 
growing tired with the ſtraightneſs of the path, 
they preſently quitted it, to ramble in the wind- 
ing. eien of the eee wood, which 

promiſed 


* 


o 
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+ This dream was really the production of a young 
lady, and communicated to the author by a friend. 


promiſed them greater variety. Some indeed, 9 3 
though but very few, eaſily came out again, 9 
and followed their firſt intention of going to the 40 
temple, while others, penetrating into the thickeſt 1 L 
part of the wood, were ſeen no more. My curioſity # | G 

Was awakened on ſeeing ſuch; numbers crowd the 1 
avenues to enquire where thoſe ſeveral paths "A 
terminated ; and perceiving a perſon of a grave | 1 
and ſtudious aſpect, whoſe eyes were flxt on the = 
multitudes before him, as if contemplating with nl 


r 
— — 5410-46 << 
= ug 


a ſteady attention, their various manners, ways, 

and ends; I applied myſelf to him for infor- 
mation. At firſt he put me off with a light 

anſwer, but on my repeating the queſtion with . 
an earneſt ſolicitude, he ſmoothed his contracted f 
brow, put on a more familiar and inviting air, 

told me his name was Knowledge, and offered 

to be my guide. I readily accepted him, and 

he addreſt me with theſe words, Vou ſee 

before you the meadow of Truth, whoſe lively 
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“ yerdure never decays, being conſtantly watered | 
c by the river of Wiſdam; if you follow its | 


e courſe it will lead you to the temple of Virtue, 

„ through which you will arrive at that of per- 
« fect felicity ; but though it is a path of peace; 1 
and all its ways are pleaſantneſs, how eaſily 
js it quitted for the ſake of wandering in the 
% wood of Error | Enticed by a view of its 
<« ſhady ſerpentine walks, and vainly imagining 
1 1 they 
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they can: find a way out whenever they pleaſe, 
4 they boldly enter, (fatal deluſion I) and involv- 


< ing themſelves in its intricate labyrinths are 


< loft forever. But let us go nearer, and take 
4c a view of its principal avenues,” As we ap- 
proached the entrance, my guide bid me take 
notice of a peaſant who was very buſy in 
offering to conduct the travellers through the 
wood; See (ſaid he) how readily they yield 
ac themſelves: to the guidance of Ignorance, whoſe 
« appearance has nothing to invite their atten- 
« tion; for his habit, his air, his features; 
« ſpeak the clown; yet ſuch is the indolence of 
% mankind, they will accept the firſt conductor 
* who. offers his ſervice, rather than be at the 
<< pains to obtain a proper one; but they ſeverely 


4 ſuffer for their negligence, for obſerve. to 


<< hat dangers he expoſes them; impoſed on 
< by his falſe directions, look what a thorny 
44 path that company is walking in, each endea- 
<< youring to outſtrip his companion, in hopes of 
* obtaining the- promiſed end of their labours, 
« titles, honours, and ſplendid diſtinctions; for 
& this he has told them is the path of Ambition: 
dc but alas! what toil attends their ſteps? a 
e cruel hag ſtiled Envy, is perpetually haunting 
% them, they cannot fly from her, and ſhe 
« ſcarcely ever permits them to reſt ; the farther 
„they advance, the thicker the briars ſhoot up, 
8 5 ce and 


6 77 

sc and their reward is generally diſappointment 
and vexation of ſpirit. A little farther in that 
© narrow alley, you perceive a troop who walk 
« with their eyes fixt on the ground, and pro- 
cc ceed with the moſt wary and cautious ſteps ; 
= they ere in the purſuit of riches, their way 
is full of ſnares, Care is their conſtant com- 
< panion, and ſhould they find the golden mine 
6 they are ſearching after, 'tis in the midſt of 
r ſodreary a wilderneſs, and they have wandered 
c“ ſo far from the meadow of Truth and the river 
c of Wiſdom, that they will never be able to 
cc enjoy it.” But do I not ſee, ſaid I, addreſſing 
my guide, one path to which Ignorance is leading 
thoſe youths who reſemble the beauty of the 
meadow ? *Tis covered with turf and enamelled 
with flowers, the air is perfumed with the fra- 
grance of their odours, a cryſtal ſpring murmurs 
as it flows o'er the glittering pebbles, the ear is 
_ enchanted with the pleaſing harmony of the 
birds, who warble their melodious notes from 
every buſh it appears to me the ſmiling path of 
Pleaſure, which captivates at firſt the young and 
gay, but is attended with temptations as fatal as 
they are numerous? © *Tis true, reply'd my 
conductor, that is the path of Pleaſure; its 
beginning is ſmooth, delightful, and enſnaring, | 
<« eſpecially to youth, but its end is certain de- 
* ſtruction; ; joy and feſtivity quickly forſake its 

N 6 « followers, 
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( 178 ) 
“ followers, and in their room they are haunted 
by Poverty, Diſeaſe, Reproach, and Deſpair, 
ce that even death itſelf- is a welcome relief from 
& fo many diſtreſſing ills,” Terrified with this 
view of the numerous evils that beſet every 
path in that dangerous wood, I exclaimed, Oh! 
wretched travellers, to what miſeries are you 
expoſed ! is there no friendly monitor to warn 
you of the ſnares into which ignorance and love 
of pleaſure are leading you? © There is one, 
& replied my conductor, that both admoniſhes 
c and corrects them; if they would hear and 
cc attend: to her inſtructions, ſhe would lead them 
de back to the way they have forſaken. Though 
& her countenance is. ſevere and her manners 
4 unpoliſhed, her counſels are dictated by pru- 
& dence, and there is not a more faithful adviſer 
cc than Adver/ity; for man, though capable of 
& knowing what is good for him, is too fickte 
< and inconftant to purſue it, he is too impa- 
ce tient to bear the low guidance of Knowledge, 
<« too variable to reliſh the uniformity of Truth, 
c and perſevere! in the ſtrait road that leads to 
« Virtue; thus he exchanges Knowledge for 
ce Tonorance, leaves Truth for Error, and will 
c aſſuredly reap Miſery inſtead of Happineſs, if 
<« the rod of Adverſity does not chaſtiſe the folly 
e that is bound up in his heart.” 


As' we 


turned from the wood to proceed to the temple, 
* | I] awoke, 


( 1799 ) 
T awoke, repeating theſe words, << Nothing but 
Adverſity will teach a man Wiſdom, and make 
him attend to the dictates of Prudence.” 


I WILL not make any remarks on the above at 
preſent, but leave it to your private meditations; 
and am, with the greateſt * my dear 

Amanda, 


LETTER XXIII. 


5 Fron a gentleman to bis fi fer, giving an 
cAccount of the melancholy death of his wife, 
through the hard treatment of her relati, ons. 
. true ſtory. 


HOPE my dear Amelia will excuſe the in- 

coherency, tautologies, &c. of the following 
epiſtle, being too much overwhelmed with ſorrow 
and, concern, on the unhappy cataſtrophe of one 
of the beſt of wives (my much loved and greatly 
lamented Cephiſa) to write with accuracy an 
correctneſs. To you I know I may unboſom 
myſelf without reſerve ; pity me, Oh my ſiſter, 
who, from being in the height of connubial 
felicity, am ſunk in a few moments into the 
depth of human miſery and diſtreſs. . Yeſterday 
Evening I anticjpated the dreadful ſtorm, which 
= MAI = © I'm 


their eſtate in 


wo give her, when they ſeemed quite ſurpriz 


| { x80 ) 


I'm now moutning the fatal effects of, with all 


the grief of a once loving huſband, but now 


hapleſs and forlorn widower. Forgive me keep- 
ing you in ſuſpence ſo long; but oh ! with what 


words ſhall I relate the melancholy ftory, or de- 


ſcribe the affecting ſcene this morning preſented 


to my view, However the world may ſtile it a 


weakneſs- and puſillanimity in a man to ſhed 
tears, I cannot help, on the preſent occaſion, 
unmanning myſelf fo far, and ſhould think it an 
unfecling floiciſm, derogatory to human nature, 
if I did not. You know I married my dear 


_ Cephiſa againſt the conſent of her parents, who 


were averle to the match on account of a former 
diſagreement between them and my relations, 
about ſome land that they held contiguous to 
ſhire. Both of us undoubtedly 
could not but think it hard, and rather cruel, 


that a thing in itſelf a trifle, and ſo long paſt, 


ſhould be made a bar to our marriage, eſpecially 


when we knew, neither ſhe nor I occafioned or 


could prevent it; however, ſo it was, and Ce- 


phiſa would not have given me her hand, had 


not her father and mother, by ſeeming at firft to 
approve of me, induced her to hope they would 


in a little time be reconciled; for they permitted 
me to viſit her without the leaſt heſitation, till I 


aſked them concerning the fortune they deſigned 
ed at 
the. 


the queſtion, and after a long heſitation brought 
the above objection as a reaſon why their daugh- 
ter ſnould not marry me. It was now too late, 
her affections were fixt, as ſhe then declared, 
and her happineſs as well as mine wholly Fi 
pended on our union. to each other, 

EveR ſince we came together, it has been our 
conſtant ſtudy and endeavour to regain their 
eſteem, and we flattexed ourſelves with the 
thought, that when they found we lived in per- 
fect harmony, loving and beloved, they would 
receive us into their favour, and grant us a ſhare 
in their parental affections. The letters we both 
ſent them, entreating their regard in the moſt 
reſpectful and humiliating terms, have been 
always anſwered with a coolneſs and indiffer- 
ence; but that which we received laſt night, 
was pen'd in ſuch a harſh and angry {tile as could. 
not but give each of us great concern in the 
peruſal of it; one expreſſion eſpecially, that, 
„ Suppoſing a ſingle penny could ſave our lives, 
they would not give it.” As it happened, my wife 
was not preſent when it came, and I (after read 
ing the contents) thought it moſt prudent not to 
Tet her ſee it ; accordingly, I was juſt going to 
burn it, when ſhe entered the room haſtily 
(having heard there was a letter for her in the 
5 parlour) and ſeeing it in my hand, aſked me to 
ſhow it her; but I refuſed, telling her it was tos 
7. N 3 lang 


E 

long to read that night, but ſhe ſhould have it 
in the morning, as ſoon as ſhe pleaſed; (this 
I ſaid, hoping to have an opportunity of deſtroy- 
ing it before then.) I put it into my pocket, 
and nothing more being ſaid about it, impru- 
dently went to bed and forgot it ; next morning, 
being impatient to read it, ſhe took it out pri- 
vately while I was aſleep (fatal curioſity !) and 
what followed I hardly know how to reyeal, 

SHE got up, went into the nurſery, and took 
both our children into her arms, ſhedding a flood 
of tears over them, and kiſt each of them ſeveral 
times, repeating theſe words, „ God bleſs you 
«© both, my dear little innocents ; I hope your 
<« dear father will take care of you for my 
6 fake: then turning to the maid, who was 
quite at a loſs to know the reaſon of her ſtrange 
unaccountable behaviour, deſired her to go and 
tell nie ſhe ſhould not come down to breakfaſt, 
being taken ill with a pain in her head. When 
the maid returned to the room, ſhe found the door 
locked, and knocking at it ſeveral times without 
having any anſwer, came to me ina great hurry to 
inform me of it, I went immediately, and break- 
ing open the door, found her laying on the floor 
weltering in her blood, flowing from a wound in 
her throat, which on examination was cut too deep 
to cure. The letter abovementioned lay open on 
a table, with theſe words written at the bottom 

of 
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of it with a pencil; My dear and worthy 
41, farewell; I loved you, and am certain 
% was teloved by you, but my parents hate me : 
ce this thought diſtracts me; farewell — forever.“ 
My little boy was ſtroking her face, and crying, 
„Poor mamma,” with tears trickling down his 
tender cheeks, when I went up to her, I ſent for 
a ſurgeon, but he told me it was impoſſible to 
be of any ſervice, What will her hardened and 
unnatural parents have to anſwer for ? I cannot 
proceed, my grief and confuſion prevent my adding 
more at preſent, than that I am, truly, your 
Affectionate brother in affliction, 


; Theſaurus H 


... 


LETTER 


From Camillus to Albanes, with an account 
of the death of an intimate friend, and a 
remarkable dream he had relative thereto, 
zncloſed in an elegiac poem on his deceaſe, 


SIR, 
OUR deſiring a copy of the elegy on my 
learned and valuable friend Dr. Scott; is a 
ſufficient warrant for my troubling you with it at 
preſent, without making any apology for ſo doing, 
J am, fir, | Your's, &. 


N 4 


( 194 ) 
AN 


On the DzaTH of the late pious and learned 


JOSEPH NICOLL SCOTT, M. p. 


Inſcribed to his diſconſolate W 1 o ow, by a 
"SL, MFATHIKEES FRIEND *, 


The Time, Mi night. 


OCTURNAL darkneſs hides each pleaſing view, 
And covers Nature with her ſolemn pal! ; 
The hinds no more their rural toils purſue, 
But o'er the meads the black'ning ſhadows fall, 
Now mimick Fancy takes her nightly reign, 
(While airy ſongſters reſt on every ſpray) 
And draws freſh terrors in the ſickly brain, 
Or paints anew the labours of the day. 
Twas at this awful hour, when Silence keeps 


Her dreary ſation thro? the midnight air, : 


And weary'd Induſtry ſecurely ſleeps, 


(While diſtant fields a fable aſpect wear) 


A dreadful viſion broke thy wonted reſt, 

Oh ScorTr ! for piety and learning fam'd ; 

A chilling horror ſeiz'd thy troubled breaſt, 
While ſudden ftarts ſome ſecret woe proclaim'd. 


@ Tho! e mother, huſband, wife, or child, 
Or thoſe whom friendſhip's tender ties unite, 
| Sink i in the clay-cold grave; be reconcil'd, 
Boy to the ſtroke, and ſay of all, *77s right. 
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When by permiſſion, for thy greateſt good, 

A form angelic from the realms on high, 

Ghaſtly appearance ! in thy chamber ſtood, 
And ſaid, in diſmal accents ; * Thou muſt die lat 

Struck with the meſſage, tho? devoid of ſenſe, 

Anxious to know the fatal time how near; 

Amaz'd and trembling in a dread ſuſpenſe, 

Thou aſk'd it when? It anſwer' d, © This day year; 

Then diſappear'd, Such was thy dream; how true *? 

Let weeping Martha ſay, ſhe beſt can tel, 

Whoſe faded cheeks continual tears bedew, 

Whoſe heaving boſom ſighs unnumber'd ſwell, 

Sar Thou, the widow'd partner of his heart, 

(To whom his mem'ry will be ever dear, 

Who in his troubles bore a willing part, 

Whoſe death foretold was all thou hadſt to fear 3 
How great thy anguiſh when the folPwing day, 

He told his dream in vain from thee conceaPd ; 

And kindly ſtrove to chace thy fears away, 

Or idly wiſh'd the viſion unreveal'd. 

Say Thou diſconſolate ſurviving Fair, 

(Who thought his life more precious than thy 

What with thy heart-felt ſorrows can compare, 

F or oh, thy much-loy'd gs ſelf i is gone, 


Wh 
5 . 
— — 


* The Author would not recommend a ſcrupulous 
attention to, or an entire diſregard of dreams, for God 
Tpeaketh to man in ſleep, in flumberings on his bed, 
then he openeth his ears and cauſeth him to ccd 
inſtruction. If dreams cauſe us to think ſeriouſſy on 
the moſt intereſting ſubjects of religion, they are to be 


accounted bleſſings, and attended to wich gratitude 
= and praiſe, * | 3 


ä 
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What ſtrange foreboding doubts oppreſt thy mind, 
While months roll'd on not unobſerv'd by thee, 
And every week which ftill remain'd behind, 

Did but increaſe thy ſad anxiety. 
Till lo! the time arriv'd, and prov'd too true, 
Which greatly heighten'd every ſorrow paſt, 

For tho? in ſeeming health, ſuch pains enſue, 

As verify the dream and prove his laſt “. | 
Methinks I ſee him on the verge of life, 
O'erwhelm'd with grief to heav'n for mercy call, 
Lord! with thy choiceſt bleflings crown my wife, 
« My only joy, my comfort, and my all. 

&« Pardon my fins, O God; I know thou wilt, 

« For *tis thy gracious and benign decree, 

« I will forgive repenting finners' guilt, 

* And ſave the weakeſt foul who truſts in me. 

% Oh make poor Martha's life thy conſtant care, 
To her thy ſweeteſt conſolations give; 

s May ſhe forever in thy goodneſs ſhare, < 
For whoſe dear ſake alone I wiſh to live. 

In deep diſtieſs, whenever danger's nigh, 
Be thou the watchful guardian of my love; 

6 Protect thro? life, and when ſhe comes to die, 
Grant we may meet to part no more above.” 


What 


* 


_ 8 _y 


* 5 


'* He was taken with a violent fickneſs, accom- 
panied with ſymptoms of a lethargy, on that day year 
he had this remarkable dream, Wedneſday the 2oth of 
December 1769, and died the Saturday following. 
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What inward anguiſh did his looks betray, 
When in the agonies of death, he cried,” 
We now muſt part { then juſt was heard to ſay, 
Preſſing thy hand, farewell, farewsll, and died, 

BzwailinG friends, a melancholy train, 
Attend his funeral to the diſtant grave ; 
While Thou art left, in ſilence to complain, 
To joy a ſtranger, and to grief a ſlave. 
But, gentle Mourner, wipe thy ſtreaming eyes, 
For know, he's gone to realms of laſting peace, 
Whilſt God, the widow's refuge, never dies, 
He reigns above, tho? all relations ceaſe. 

In pity, Heav'n, behold a widow's grief, 
And on her head continual mercies pour; | 
In every trouble, be her ſure relief, | 8 8 
And endleſs portion when this life is o'er, - 


HIS BPITAPH, 


WITHIN this dreary vault in filence lies 

A tender huſband and a friend ſincere ; > 
| Whoſe healing aid remov'd our painful cries ; 

A loſs fo great at leaſt deſerves a tear, 

2 ho” health, oh Youth, may now thy ſteps attend, 
And pleaſures court, while time unheeded flies, 
And thou may'ſt live unmindful of thy end, 

Hear with attention what the grave replies: _ 

REFLECT, preſumptuous Man, how ſhort thy ſpace, | 

How few thy moments, and how quick they fly; 
The preſent time, the fleeting huurs embrace, 
For ere another morning h may'lt die, 
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LETTER XXV. 


From Theron to Altamont, deſcribing his ſitua» 
tion ; with his reflections in one of his even- 
ing walks, concluding with a quotation from 
Addiſon's Cato. 


AM now fat down with a defign to fulfil my 
engagement to my dear friend, in writing to 
him the firſt opportunity, a deſcription of my 


preſent ſituation, which, I doubt not, you will 


accept with pleaſure, as a token of that friend- 
ſhip and eſteem I haye eyer profeſt, and would 
always endeavour to evidence I retain for one 
ſo well deſerving univerſal regard as yourſelf, But 
no more on this head, or you will ſay I flatter ; 
therefore to proceed: My brother's ſeat, where 
I now am, is about half a mile from the high 
road to Oxford, and five miles on this ſide that 
delightful city, ſurrounded with woods, lawns, 
groves, and flowery meads ; in the front of it is 
a fine level green, in the middle of which is a 
circular baſon, with a fountain of curious work- 
manſhip. A large and noble pair of iron gates, 
with a row of paliſadoes, ſecure the green from 
the inroads of heedleſs travellers; oppoſite the 
gates is a long gravel walk, ſhaded by elms, 
growing in rows on each fide, and terminated 
by a wide and extenſive common, over which 

n | you 
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you have a beautiful proſpect of the diſtant 
country, almoſt unbounded. On the left ſide of 


the walk, appears one of a ſerpentine form, ſhaded 
in the ſame manner, which leads tothe church, 
and is reckoned above a mile in length with 
verdant fields on one hand, and the common on 

the other, but ſeparated from it by an elgp; 
fence of Chineſe railing. Here TI often repair of 
an evening, with Thomſon's Seaſons, or ſome 
other entertaining Author, and while I read, am 
ſweetly ſerenaded by the warblers of the groves 
from the o'erſhadowing branches. On the right 
fide of the walk is a grove, through which runs 


a tranſparent murmuring ſtream, and leads to 2 


hermit's cave at the further end of it, wherein 
a ſkull and hour-glaſs, on an old-faſhioned table, 
intimates gravity and meditation. Behind the 


Houſe are the gardens, which are laid out in a 


rural and groteſque manner; in one part 'iS.-a 
large and elegant ſummer-houſe, through which 


a door opgns into a beautiful grotto z here a cold 


bath is made, ſurrounded with blue and white 


marble. At the extremity of the garden is a long 


and ſpacious canal, with a fine pleaſure boat, 


where, in calm and pleaſant weather, we drink | 
tea of an afternoon 3 meadows, with herds and 


flocks on the borders of the ſtream, render the 
ſcene truly pleaſant and agreeable. Walking 
one evening by the fide of this fine piece of 


water, 


"Y n 
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water, my thoughts were employed on the 
| beauties of the creation, diſplayed in every part 
of the variegated landſkip preſented to my view. 
How, ſaid I, can man ſufficiently admire and 
adore the wiſdom that planned the amazing 
ſcheme, and the hand that formed the heavens 
and earth ! Let the Atheiſt, who denies the being 
of his Creator, look to the flowers enamelling 
yonder mead, the graſs in yonder field, and the 
birds on every bough, evikering: their evening 
mattins to the Supreme Author, and with the 
| deepeſt proftration confeſs his folly, and own a 
God ; let him join with Cato, 
+ © «+» If there's a Power above me, 
(And that there 1s, all Nature ſpeaks aloud 
_ 'Fhro? all her works) he muſt delight in virtue, 
And that which he delights in muſt be happy. 


I wiLL not detain you longer on a ſubject, 
Which has ſo often employed much abler pens 
than mine, but leave it to Infinite Wiſdom to 
make himſelf known (in his own time, which 
muſt be the beſt) to all whom he ſhall think fit; 
in the mean while, may it be your and my hap- 
pineſs, to be led by every temporal ſpring, to 
the great fountain of all, is the earneſt deſire of, 
: Dear friend, 
; Your” s, &c. 


Theron. 


F 
ETTU 
From Nuſticos to Priander, deſcribing a ſunt- 
mer-houſe belonging to his friend Philenor, 
with refleftions on a morning s walk, con- 
cluding with an account of the melancholy 


end of Miſs L. a young lady of "I and 


merit. 


Dear PrIANDER, | 
LY now ſat down in the ſtudy of my 


valuable friend Philenor, to anſwer your 
obliging letter. My preſent ſituation is quite 
agreeable to my ſolitary diſpoſition, and invites 
me to ſerious reflection. At the bottom of a 
long gravel walk, ſhaded on each fide with lofty 
elms, my friend has built a ſummer-houſe, the 
upper part of which is his ſtudy; oppoſite to the 
door, on a ſort of ſhelf, is placed an hour-glaſs, 
and by the ſide of it a mirror, with a death's 
head on the top of it: underneath is written, in 
large characters, Vide et noſce teipſum, tempus 
Fugit * ; intimating the ſhortneſs of time, and 
vanity of man in his beſt eſtate, or that the 
knowledge of one's-ſelf is the greateſt wiſdom. 
From the windows, verdant fields, glittering 
ſtreams, luxuriant meadows, and hanging woods, 


preſent 


** *» 


1 
— 


* See and know thyſelf, time flies away. 
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PR: 
U 
— SID DG 41-2 Pas — — rr — — 


' { 192) 
preſent the eye with a * rural landſcape, 
bounded only by the horizon. On the left, at 
a little diſtance, the church is ſeen, which ap- 
pears an old Gothic building, adorned with a 
lofty ſpire, the work of hands ages ago moul- 
dered into duſt, On the right, a few lowly 


Cottages, the dwellings of labouring ſwains, ſcat- 
tered here and there, with flocks and herds 


feeding in the adjoining meads, add to the ſim- 
plicity of the ſylvan ſcene. Near the above 
emblematical deyice, in an elegant book-caſe, is 
a well-choſen collection of authors, chiefly on 
religious ſubjects; by the ſide of it, a writing 
deſk, and round the room ſeveral inſtructive and 
entertaining pictures, leading the ſpeCtator to the 
moſt intereſting events in hiſtory, or repreſents 
ing the beauties of the diſtant country; here, ſe- 
tluded from the noiſe and hurry of the buſy town, 
nothing appears to divert my attention or en- 
gage my thoughts, but what at the ſame time 


tends to calm and compoſe my mind, and fix it 
on objects heavenly and divine. At preſent, as 
the poet deſcribes it, 


The Sun; with fervid beams, 
 O'er meadows, hills, and ſtreams; 
Shines thro? the noon-tide hours, 
- As beauteous charms decay 
Olf ſore diſtreſs. the prey, 
7 Bo fade the dygoping flowers; 


693 
To ſome thick ſhade repair, P 
A cool retreat 


From ſultry heat, | 
Which now invades the air. | 


Welcome Solitude, which leaves me to 2 ain: 
my own reflections without diſturbance, and 
affords me an opportunity, while Philenor is 
unavoidably engaged abroad, to correſpond with . 
my. dear . Priander. I took a walk this morning 
in, the neighbouring. fields, before the dews were 
exhaled by the increaſing heat; a walk, by the 
ſide of flowery hedges, whoſe bloſſoms, while 
they pleaſed my eye, with their variegated , co- 
lours, regaled my ſenſes with the moſt delicious 8 
fragrance, The morning was pleaſant, the, air ; 
ſerene, and the heavens unclouded. As I paſt 
along, I could not help reflecting on the ungrati- 
tude too many are guilty of to their beneficent ; 
Creator for the mercies they enjoy, as numerous 
as they are unmerited. Health, that greateſt of 
earthly bleſſings; wealth, that uſeful attendant 
upon man, though (it may be) granted in a rich 
abundance, how little noticed or acknowledged 
by the world in general, or individuals in par- 
ticular. It is commonly obſerved; a thing not 
worth aſking for, is not worth having; it 
W. as well be ſaid, à bleſling not deſerving. 
O our 


(194 ) 

our thankfulneſs and acknowledgment, is not 
worth our enjoying; but where is there ſuch a 
| one? Indeed, where is there the leaſt of the 
Almighty's gifts to his creatures, which does 
not merit their higheſt gratitude, and call for 
their daily praiſe? Surely 'tis our duty to own 
our obligations to heaven even for our exiſtence, 
much more for thoſe favours which make it com- 
8 N and happy. | 


I am ſorry to find your ſon turns out ſo in- 
different; I am well perſuaded *tis not for want of 
the beſt example and inſtructions, but through a 
proneneſs in youth to follow pleaſures and amuſe- 
ments, ſuited to their gay and unthinking tempers 
and diſpoſitions ; yet, give'not up your hope con- 
cerning him, he may be reclaimed in time, be 
led to ſee his folly and undutifulneſs, and con- 
vinced of his error, repent and reform before it 
is too late; an over-ruling Providence may graci- 
ouſly interpoſe, and bring him to a ſight and 
ſenſe of his evil doings, and make him as re- 
markable a penitent as he is a ſinner ; I ſincerely 
wiſh he may. No one is without his troubles 
of one kind or another, I received yeſterday, the 
following melancholy account of that amiable 
and ſenſible young lady, Miſs L——, which, 
I dare fay, you have not been informed of, as it 
was kept as ſecret | as poſſible by her relations, 
A and 


1 


1 
and only communicated to me by Mr. 
who is very intimate in the family. | 

 Lasr winter, Miſs L=— was upon a viſit 
to Mrs. Alfred, her aunt in town, and going to 
the different places of diverſion,” was greatly 
admired for her beauty (to be ſure ſhe was a fine 
figure.) Among the reſt who fixt their eyes on 
her was a Mr. R, a gay genteel young fellow, 
who, being acquainted with her aunt, eafily got 
introduced into her company, and often made 
one of the party to attend her and Mrs. Alfred 
to the ſeveral amuſements in vogue. In a few 
weeks, Miſs L— appeared prejudiced in his 
favour, and never ſeemed ſo chearful and happy as 
when he was preſent. Mr. R. obſerved her attach= 
ment to him with much pleaſure, and continued 
more and more every day endeavouring to ingra- 
tiate himſelf into her eſteem ; he ſoon ſucceeded 
to the beſt of his wiſhes, and made an open con- 
feſſion of his paſſion to her: ſhe received it with 
apparent ſatisfaction, but referred him to her 
aunt for permiſſion to viſit her as a lover *. Mrs. 
Alfred, upon his mentioning it, told him ſhe 
could not ſay any thing to it till ſhe had wrote 
| Ce OT to 


* eee * 0 TI 


* If every young lady would a& in this prudent 
manner whenever they are fr/ addreſt by young fel- 
lows, they would not have ſo many difficulties to ſtrug· 
dle with as they 2 find in ſimilar caſes. 
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to Mr. L=—, the young lady's father, which 


ſhe promiſed to-do the firſt opportunity; in the 
mean time, ſhe took cate they ſhould never be 


alone together. The very day ſhe ſent the letter, 


ſhe received one from Mr. L——, deſiring his 
daughter might return immediately, as her eldeſt 
ſiſter was extremely ill, and given over by the 
phyſicians. Miſs L—— received the news with 
great trouble, not only on account of her fiſter's 
illneſs, but being obliged to leave London, and 
forced from the man who had gained her heart. 
Their parting was a ſcene too pathetic to deſeribe; 
after telling him her direction, and ſhedding a 
flood of tears, ſhe ſet off for her father's ſeat 
in Devonſhire, Her arrival there, and meeting 
her ſorrowful relations juſt as her ſiſter died, was 
truly affecting; in ſhort, it threw her into a 
melancholy. Her friends obſerved it, and endea- 
voured all they could to divert her, but ſome- 
thing ſeemed to hang heavy on her ſpirits, too 
heavy to be removed, which ſhe would not diſ- 


cover. However, one morning they went to 


call her to breakfaſt, and found ſhe was gone out, 
nobody knew where, unleſs it was in the garden; 
diligent ſearch was made for her to no purpoſe 
*till the next day, when ſhe was taken up drowned 
in a canal near Mr. L's houſe. In looking 
over her papers, a letter was found in her bureau 
from an acquaintance in town, informing her 

x Mx. 


„ 1 
Mr. R — was killed in a duel; and the laſt 
words. he ſaid, were, 6 Oh dear, but abſent 
«©. Maria, could I have ſeen you once more, I 
& ſhould have died in peace. Farewell—for- 
& ever.“ At the bottom of the NN ſhe had 
written the following lines: | 


TOO Tovely youth, by all around approv'd, 
By all lamented, as by all belov'd, - 
Why didſt thou raſhly thus thy life expoſe, 
And load Maria with unnumber'd woes? 
Fain would Religion lend her aid divine, 2 
While anxious friends their feeble efforts join, 
To raiſe my ſpirits and divert my grief, 
But all ia vain; there's none can give relief. 
Heav'n only knows what ſorrows tore my heart, 
In that ſad. hour when we were forc'd to part ; 
But, oh! what tongue could half my anguiſh tell, 
When in th? above read thy laſt farewell? 
*T'was for thy ſake I wiſh'd to live alone; 
Now thou art dead, my life's a burthen grown: bo 
Dear youth farewell, earth has no joys for me, 
I cannot live without, PI therefore die with thee. 


HER family is truly a ſcene of confuſion and 
diſtreſs, and really to be pitied. Fheſe raſh reſo- 
lutions and violent effects of à juvenile paſſion, 
I: cannot but ſay, appear to me, not only the 
greateſt weakneſs, but a flying in the face of 
Heaven, and may juſtly expect to be rewarded 
with eternal vengeance. Paſſions are to be bl 
regulated by reaſon, and over-awed by the dic- | 

Q 3 | tates aff 
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tates of religion, or for what could our reaſoning 
powers and faculties be given us? I know very 
few men now wiſh to perſuade themſelves their 
appetites were given them for any other purpoſe 
than to be ſatisfied, even at the expence of their 
health, reputation, and fortune: but Providence 
has appointed lawful methods and inſtitutions 
for the ſober and prudent gratification of them, 
as wiſe as they are beneficial to individuals and to 
the community, which is the duty, as well as 
higheſt intereſt of all to purſue, I fear you are 
quite tired with ſo long an epiſtle, n. Pl 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 

Your's, &c. 
Ruſticus,- 


. * — — — - - , — 
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LETTER XXVII. 


From Euſebius to Alcoret, demonſtrating, the 
advantages and ſuperiority of a religious life, 
even ſuppoſing there was no future ſtate ; 
with a quatation from Ray on the Creation, 
and Young's Night T, . in defence of 
his arguments. 
I WAs much keit on the reading of my 
dear friend's letter, to find he intimates a 
doubt concerning the reality of a future ſtate, 
and ſeems to think with indifference on the im- 
* of * eſpecially reſpecting the 


grand 
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grand doctrine of a life of happineſs or miſery to , 
come, Whatever arguments you may have been 
furniſhed with by the gay, thoughtleſs, and diſſi- 
pated votaries of pleaſure in favour of annihilation, 
be aſſured they will not bear a cloſe examination 
without proving vain, trifling, and a lie. | 

„ *Tis heaven itſelf that points out an hereafter, _ 
And intimates eternity to man.“ Cato. 
Art thou ſuch a clod to wiſh thyſelf all clay ? 

« Nature's firſt wiſh is endleſs happineſs ; 

* Annihilation is an after-thought, 

"MM monſtrous wiſh, unborn till virtue dies.” 
Young. 

THE preſent life is very properly called a ſtate 

of trial, and well compared to a journey, a race, 
warfare, and a ſhadow that ſoon paſſeth away, 
when contraſted with, and conſidered as a paſlage 

to, or the time of preparing for an eternity to 
come; without which conſideration, the above 
ſmilies which the Scriptures hold forth, would 
appear, and muſt be deemed trifling and abſurd. 
But another ſtrong argument for the reality of a 
future ſtate, may be drawn from the apparent 
unequal diſtriþution of rewards and puniſhments 
here, as well as the continual thirſt in man for 
ſome future good; above all, the declarations of 
ſacred writ, which, ſpeaking of the righteous , 
and the wicked, ſays, Theſe ſhall go into everlaſf+ 
ing puniſhment, but the righteous into life eternal; 

95 death leaves them, Judgment will find them; and 
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many more ſimilar ones too numerous to mention 
in a letter, but well worthy your ſearching after 
and regard. Very few, if any, really diſbelieve 
a future ſtate, but many ib there was none, or 
endeavour to perſuade themſelves of it, becauſe, 
ſuppoſing there is no ſuch thing, they ſhall not 
be called to an account for their actions, which 
account they may have the greateſt reaſon to 
dread the thoughts of. But you ſeem to imagine, 
if there is no hereafter you may live as you liſt, 
as the, common obſervation is, and adopt the 
language of thoſe who ſaid, „Let us eat and 
drink, for tq-morrow we die; a very erroneous 
and blame-worthy method of thinking and acting 
this, which corrupt nature only can ſuggeſt and 
encourage. 

No, my dear friend, be aſſured, from the 
writings and experience of all ages, that Virtue 
is its own reward and Vice its own puniſhment 
in the preſent life ; this we have daily proofs of, 
eſpecially the latter, from the frequent untimely 
and ignominious ends of the profligate and aban- 
doned in our day, May ſuch repeated warnings 
and examples of the truth of divine revelation, 

The end of theſe things is death, make a ſuitable 
iümpreſſion on the minds of all, and direct us ta 
be ſpiritually minded, which is life and peace. 

SHoULD we, for argument's ſake, admit a 
anne of annihilation, yet a life of piety 
and 


* 


and virtue will be found the ſafeſt and the beſt, 
in this caſe, not only as the means of prolonging 
our exiſtence , but to procure the enjoyment of 
peace of mind, chearfulneſs of temper, and in at 
great meaſure health and content. In this view, 
a virtuous life is not only our higheſt, but beſt 
policy to purſue, as the way to the greateſt hap- 
pineſs and tranquillity that can be enjoyed on 
earth, Dr. Young very juſtly ſays, 


Religion's all. 


For it inſures us felicity here below, and if thers 
is an eternity, everlaſting joy; there is all in it 
we can want to make us happy for both worlds, 

on that account 'tis all we ould. follow and 
chiefly prize. 


Tux late biſhop of Cheſter, in a diſcourſe on 
natural religion, ſpeaking of the advantages ari- 
ſing from the belief of a Supreme Being, and 
living up to ſuch a belief, obſerves: © He that 
10 believes and owns a God, if there ſhould be 
none, is in no danger of any bad conſequence, - 
£ for all the inconvenience of this belief will be, 
© that he may be hereby occaſioned to tye him- 
£ ſelf up to ſome needleſs reſtraints during this 
£ ſhort time of his life; wherein, notwithſtand- 
6 ing, re is as to the ee much peace, 

| Fe quiet, 


* * The Scriptures aſſert, wwicked men e not out balf 
| * days. 
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4 quiet, and ſafety; and as to the future, his . 
<c error ſhall die with him, there being none to 
& call him to an account for his miſtake.” And 
Mr. Ray, in his Treatiſe on the Wiſdom of 
God in the Creation, quoting the above paſlage, 
very properly adds, He not only ſuffers no 
« damage from the belief of an hereafter, but 
& reaps a conſiderable benefit from his miſ- 
«© take, if there is none; for during this life, he 
« enjoys a pleaſant dream or fancy of a future 
<< bleſſed ſtate; with the thoughts and expecta- 
„tions whereof he ſolaces himſelf, and agreeably 
„ entertains his time; and is in no danger of 
<& being ever awakened out of it, or convinced 
< of his error and folly, death making a full end 
c of him.“ 


_ExcvsE my troubling you with theſe quota- 
tions; but, as I am well aſſured I cannot advance 
any thing more to the purpoſe, and as you may 
not have met with or obſerved them, permit me 
to recommend them to your private meditations, 
as remarks, ſuited in the ſtrongeſt manner to cor- 
roborate and ſupport the arguments I have men- 
tioned in the former part of this letter, and to 
convince you there were perſons, famed for piety, 
virtue, and the knowledge of men and things, 
of the ſame opinion with myſelf, Upon the 
whole, you may take it for an undeniable 
fact; and it is my earneſt deſire you may ever 
experience 
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experience Religion is the beſt profeſfion; the 


Knowledge of God and yourſelf the trueſt wiſ- 
dom, and Temperance the beſt  phyfic, or a life 
of piety and virtue, the ſpring of unſpeakable 


comfort and happineſs on earth, and a prelude 


to your inheritance of eternal glory in heaven. 


Forcive the length of this, and believe me 
to be, with the greateſt ſincerity, 


Dear friend, 
Your real well-wiſher for both wakes 
Euſebius. 


LETTER XXVII. 
RETIREMENT, FRIENDSHIP, and BOOKS. 


A letter to a friend, deſcribing the way to im- 
prove a country life; the bleſſings of real 


friendſhip, and recommending what books to 


read for inſtruction and entertainment, 
RETIREME N T; 


Ry Dean FRIEND, | 
2 2 HE manner in which ſome cit ſpend 


their time in the country, wholly devoted 

to the purſuit of field ſports or the pleaſures of 
the bottle, is not to be imitated but condemned; 
2 for 
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for we: were created by an all-wiſe Supreme, 
for higher and nobler ends, than to gratify our 
appetites and paſſions, in following a continual. 
round of amuſements and. diflipation, or to paſs 
away aur lives in a dull and flothful inactivity, 
Th' omniſeient Lord of heav'n and earth, 
Whoſe nod alone was Nature's birth, 
Endued his creature, Man, with reaſoning pow- 
ers. and faculties, that he might glorify his 
Maker, adorn his ſtation, and do all poſſible 
good to his fellow creatures k. We have duties 
to practiſe and employments to purſue, under the 
ſeveral characters of probationers for eternity, 
the loyal ſubjects of the beſt of ſovereigns, mem- 
bers of the community, parents, children, friends, 
&c.. which diſregarding, we forfeit the name of 
chriſtians, and expoſe ourſelves to the vengeance 
of a righteous God. | 
EF RECOMMEND not hunting, ſhooting, and the 
like diverſions +, as they appear to me extremely 
hazardous, and in ſome meaſure cruel. What 
exerciſes then, you may reply, would you adviſe 
me to? Riding, walking, and every other inno- 
cent d ivertiſement, that while they promote health 
8 | of 
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Thus God and Nature link'd the gen'ral frame, 
And bade ſfelf-love and focial be the ſame. 
Pope. 
t Read Thomſon's Autumn, eſpecially from line 
360. 
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of body and chearfulneſs of mind, offend not 


religion, virtue, or morality ; or denominate you : 
preſumptuous and hard-hearted. 


ABOVE all, take care to — your aloe 


employed in ſerious and inſtructive ſubjeRs, leſt 
they prove the occaſion of the worſt of actions. Of 
all idleneſs, that of the Mind is the moſt to be 
avoided. Reading treatiſes on Divinity, Hiſtory 
Ethies, and the ſtudy and practice of the polite 
Arts, with frequent reflections on the works of 
Creation, Providence, and Grace, joined to the 
company and converſation of a few ſelect friends 
together with relieving, as far as in your power, 
the neceſſitous and indigent, will make retire- 
ment, at all times and in all weathers, welcome, 5 
laudable, and improving: without a taſte ſor 
the above exerciſes and employments, ſolitude 


muſt be only a ſtupid, unenviable, and . 1 
life ®, 3 


Perſons who. han) a turn for dabendey 20d 
gardening, may always find amuſement and recreation 
in the receſſes. of the country, in all, ſeaſons: of abs; 
year, healthful, innocent, and commendable. 2 

Happy the man, whom bounteous Gods alin, . 

With his own hands paternal grounds to plow ; 

Oh! happy, if he knew) his happy ſtate, 

'The ſwain, who free- CI 

Receives his eaſy food from Nature's hand. 

And juſt returns of cultivated land. 


Dryden's Pitgil. 


Vide Lucas on the happineſs of a contenplaie life. 
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FRIENDSUIP. 


WHEN poverty, through unforeſeen, and 
therefore unavoidable diſappointments, loſſes, 
and misfortunes, in the courſe of buſineſs, rea 
duces the once affluent, ſucceſsful, and induſ- 
trious merchant, into a ſtate of trouble, vexation, 
and diftreſs, how welcome muſt the company of 
a benevolent man, touched with a ſenſe of his 
fellow creature's melancholy ſituation, be to 
one in ſuch circumſtances ; but how much more 
pleaſing and acceptable muſt be the gift, when 
beſtowed by a ſympathizing heart into the lap of 
famine, ſickneſs, and deſpair ; the former is the 


 - picture of a friend, the latter the generous effu- 


fion of a real diſintereſted friendſhip. _ . 8 
As happineſs and miſery are the conſtant 


attendants on mortality, the enjoyment of the 


one is heightened, and the ſuffering of the other 
alleviated, by the aid and endearments of a real 
friend. Though Providence has beſtowed on 


vou riches in abundance *, you would ſtill be 


unhappy if deſtitute of a friend; ſhould he be 
pleaſed to viſit you with affliction, you might 


ill be happy in the ſympathy of friendſhip ; 


then 


— —— 2 3 


»The above letter was written to a young gentle- 


man, on his being called into the country, to take 
poſſeſſion of a large eſtate left him by a diſtant rela- 
tion. N | ; 


Wh © 

then bleſs the Almighty for giving you the one, 
and endeavour to merit the continuance of the 
other. Let univerſal benevolence animate: your 
breaſt, and a noble philanthropy influence your 
actions; may piety to God inſpire you with. 
devotion, and charity to men excite you to 
liberality. : 

FRIENDSHIP is that aldoning principle of 15 
mind, which ſtimulates a perſon to kind and 
obliging offices, independent of age, ſex, and 
condition in life. Should the chill hand of 
penury damp your enjoyment of the good things 
of the preſent ſtate, ſhould the pains incident to 
humanity attack your tenement of clay, and 
threaten its ſpeedy diſſolution; friendſhip can 
adminiſter comfort in the one caſe, and yield the 
aſſwaging balm of conſolation in the other. Dr. 
Young, ſpeaking of the benefits of 1 
ſays, 
„Lorenzo, haſt chou no err to oy = mind 

„ abroach ? 

* Good ſenſe will ſtagnate, thoughts hut up want air 
*© And ſpoil like bales unopen'd to the ſun.”:; 
A juſt remark, worthy the remembrance and 
regard of all. The diſtreſs of that man, who 
on the brink of indigence and ruin, is deſtitute 
of a friend to commiſerate and aſſiſt him, can be 
deſcribed no otherwiſe than by ſtiling it inexpreſ- 
ſibly great and inconceivably affecting: to give 

an 
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an adequate idea of it, I muſt compare the poor 
wretched and friendleſs creature to an affrighted 
mariner in a ſtorm, ſurrounded with dangers on 
every ſide, his veſſel ſhattered by the: conflicting 
elements, without ſails, maſts, and rudder, and 
every brother ſailor drowned but himſelf; the 
picture is deep] y ſhaded, and yet not W 
in the leaſt. 

WziIIE. the ambitious are courting honours; 
the covetous riches, and the young pleaſures, 
may it be your and my happineſs to have true 
friends, whoſe conſtant aim may be to prove 
themſelves worthy our unreſerved. confidence and 
unalterable eſteem; whoſe lives and converſation 
may be conſonant to the precepts of religion, and 
ſhew them to the world as Men and Chriſtiuns 
with ſuch, every earthly bleſſing will be en- 
hanced, every ſorrow leſſened, and every grief 
allayed; with ſuch, poverty will be ſupportable, 
and calamities, though. ever ſo deplorable, able 
to be born. Without ſuch deſirable treaſures, 
the moſt elevated ſtation: would be exalted miſery, 
and the greateſt *.. the inheritance of diſ- 
_ content. 

GRANT, O Thou | Divine Philanthropiſt | f 
the continuance of theſe ineſtimable bleſſings to 
my friend, that he may pity kings, who are daily 
ſurrounded with none but flattering: attendants, 
and be taught to dier as well as ſpeat thy praiſe. 

FRIEND - 
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FRIENDSEHIT, the medicine of life, and a 
friend, the phyſician who adminiſters it, under 
the influences of religion, calm the fever of 
anger, cure the ague of fear, remove the low 
ſpirits of deſpondency, diſſipate the vapours of 
doubt, give eaſe in the ragings of trouble, and 
felicitate the regions of mortality ; this invaluable 
reſtorative is preſerved in an honeft heart, and 
readily operates by producing an unchangeable 
affection, ſympathy, and benevolence, 


BOOKS. 


IN the former part of this letter I recom- 
mended for part of your amuſement and employ, 
in your ſolitude and retirement from the cares of 
buſineſs and the noiſe of the capital, reading, as 
a rational, improving, and agreeable entertain- 
ment. Permit me to remind you on this head, = 
not to run over; in a careleſs or indifferent 1 
manner, any author's production, leſt you loſe [ 
the benefit of inſtruction; weigh and conſider 
well what you read, and in order to fix on your | þ 
mind particular paſſages; new and worthy your 9 
remark, keep pen, ink and paper by you to write 
them down for your frequent peruſal and remem- i 
brance. Take particular care what books you | 
chuſe reſpecting Divinity: I would adviſe you 
to perm few, if any, Treatiſes on controvertal 

P „  p_ 
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. points * ſtudy well the Scriptures, and implore 
wiſdom from on high to lead you into the true 
ſenſe and meaning of them for your eternal 
profit and advantage ; be chiefly ſolicitous to be 
grounded and eftabliſhed in the moſt eſſential 
doctrines of faith and practice in religion, with- 
out puzzling yourſelf with reſpect to particular 
modes and ceremonies of worſhip, which ſtrictly 
adhered to, may only declare you more nice than 
wiſe. Try all things, but hold faſt that which 
&« is good.” Forgive my freedom in offering you 
advice on this ſubject, as it is deviating from 
the enquiry what books are moſt worthy your 
regard, and beſt adapted to elucidate the paths 
to knowledge, virtue, piety, and happineſs? To 
proceed then without further digreſſion, I would 
admoniſh you for your better underſtanding the 
ſacred writings, to conſult Henry's Expoſition of 
the Old and New Teſtament ; Poole's Annota- 
tions, and Doddridge's family Expoſitor, To 
inform your judgment concerning the Goſpel _ 
method of ſalvation, read that juſtly admired, 
though plain narrative, Bunyan's Pilgrim's Pro- 
| es together with Doddridge's Riſe and pro- 
25 | greſs 


"by The young gentleman to whom the above was writ- 

mY had requeſted 1 in a letter to the author, his advice 

and opinion concerning the beſt way to ſpend a Coun- 

try life, his thoughts on Friendſhip, and what Books 
were moſt worthy his purchaſing and peruſal. 


1 


greſs of Religion in the Soul; Allein's Alarm to 


unconverted Sinners; The whole Duty of Man; 


Hervey's Meditations, and Theron and Aſpaſio; 


Mrs. Rowe's Works; Henry on the Sacrament; 
Dr. Watts's Works; Young's Night Thoughts; 
Flavel's Works; Taylor's Holy Living and 
Dying ; Sherlock on Death and a future State ; 
Biſhop Beveridge's Private Thoughts; Tillot- 
ſon's Works, and Baxter's Saint's reſt. 

For your affiſtance in ſtudying the works of 


Nature, conſult Durham's Phyſico and Aftro- 


Theology ; Ray on the Creation ; Spectacle de 
la Nature, or, Nature Diſplay'd Pearſall's 
Contemplations and Dialogues; Religious Phi- 
loſopher, and Brown on the Works of Creation, 
with his Sunday Thoughts. To ſhew you the 
value of time, and how to improve it, read Dr. 
Young's true Eſtimate of Human Life; Lucas's 
Enquiry after Happineſs, and Allen's Guide to 
Glory. To inſtruct you in the principles of 
morality, the love of Virtue, Self- knowledge, and 
Economy, with a Guide to the Polite Arts, ſtudy 


Seneca's Morals, the Spectators, Tatlers, Guar- 


dians, and Rambler; Thomſon's Seaſons, Maſon 


on Self-knowledge ; the Gentleman's Library, 
and the Preceptor. To acquaint yourſelf with 


the Beauties of Poetry, read Milton's Paradiſe 
Loſt and Regained; Byſſe's Art of Poetry, and 
ae s Collection of Poems, with Prior's 

P'a-- Poems; 


. 

Poems; Dryden's Works, Churchill's Poems, 
Addiſon's Cato; Pomfret's Laſt Remains, and 
Pope's Art of Criticiſm, in the. firſt volume of 
his Works. To improve you in Hiftory, Anti- 
quities, the Arts and Sciences, Biography and 
Converſation, ſtudy Hume's Hiſtory of England; 

Burnett's Hiſtory of his own Times ; Fox's Book 
of Martyrs; Chambers's Dictionary of Arts and 
Sciences; Thomſon and Shaw's Travels; Jack- 
ſon's Chronological Antiquities; Martin's Maga- 
zine of Arts and Sciences ; — Roman 
and Potter's Greek Antiquitics; Guthrie's Hiſtory 
of all Nations; Camden's Minds; Salmon's 
Gazetteer and Geographical Grammar; Dr. 
Harris's Uſe of the Globes; QfEconomy of Human 
Life; Locke on Human Underſtanding ; Rollin's 
Ancient Hiſtory, and his method of ſtudying the 
Belles Lettres ; Richardſon's Novels ; Plutarch's 
Lives; Mawe's Every Man his own Gardener ; 
Miller's Gardener's Calendar; Bradley on Huſ- 
bandry and Gardening ; Burnet's Theory of the 
Earth; Watſon's Animal World diſplayed ; 
Well's Aſtronomy, and his Art of Shadows; 
the Art of Drawing and Painting in Water 
Colours, publiſhed by Kitchen, The above 
books, with Bailey's and Johnſon's Dictionaries 
of the Engliſh language, and a few correct ſheet 
maps of the ſeveral parts of the world, will make 
up a uſeful, valuable, and entertaining library, 
5 5 not 
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not merely for ſhow but ſervice, which may afford 
an agreeable amuſement at all times, eſpecially 
if you add to them a pair of globes, a teleſcope, 
a microſcope, an air-pump, a priſm, a glaſs for 
viewing prints, and an electrifying machine. I 
have now, I hope, anſwered your enquiries to 
your ſatisfaction ; if fo, I have gained my end, 
and ſhall think myſelf happy in your approbation. 

and the continuance of your letters, if you will 
_ oblige me with them, informing me how you 
ſpend your time, and . what progreſs and new 
diſcoveries you make in your different ſtudies. 
May you enjoy the Creator in the creature, 


live to his glory here, and after death with him 


forever in Heaven, is the earneſt prayer of, 
Dear friend, 


Your's, &c. 
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THE WISH. 
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HOULD gracious Heav'n in mercy condeſcend, 
kJ My wiſh to anſwer and my prayer attend, 
A rural cot ſhould be my lone retreat, 
Of health the dwelling, and of peace the ſeat ; 
In ſome neat village, near a market town, 
Alike remov'd from envy and renown, 
There would I live, from noiſe and tumul: free, 
To anxious cares a happy ſtranger be; 
There undiſturb'd my thoughts ſhould mount on high, 
And learn that uſeful leſſon, how to die. 
There would I ſtrive to mend my errors paſt, 
And ſpend each day, preparing for my laſt; 
While in the town, where dwell the ſons of trade, 


Continual offerings are to riches paid, 
And fortunes loſt, as well as fortunes made. 


AMB1T10N, pride, and greatneſs I diſclaim, 
Nor ſeek for honours, titles, wealth, or fame: 
] Can theſe procure me health or peace of mind, 
| | When troubles vex, or by diſeaſe confir'd ? 
Can they withhold the fatal ſtroke of death, 

+ Or but a moment ſtay the parting breath ? 


Can 
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Can they ſecure me from eternal pain, 

Or pardon, righteouſneſs and glory gain? 
They can't avail me'; for they neither know, 
To purchaſe happineſs or baniſh woe. 
Grace, health, contentment, I alone implore, 
O grant me theſe, kind Heav'n, I'll aſk no more; 
But patient waiting what remains behind, 

Pl live thy praiſes, and I'Il die reſign'd. 
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The Avtror's intended E PI T APH, 
Muritten by bimſelf. 4 


Here are repoſited the Remains of 
Who, in a middle Station of Life, enjoyed 
All that true Happineſs and Felicity 
In a Sylvan Retirement, 

Which the 
Young, ambitious, and the gay 
Seck for in vain 
In the purſuit of 
Pleaſures, Hor .s, and Emoluments, 
He was neither the Favourite of 
Fortune, 

Nor the Prey of Indigence, 
But lived and died in a State of 
Eaſy Independence, 

And in the joyful Hopes of 
Inheriting eternal Bliſs 
In Glory. 


Reader, go Home, ſtudy the Bible, 
| and prepare for Death. 


